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RARas Expt lou fhould ſomewhat 
Fe lM wonder, that after baving 
for above Elewen years een 
vow. careful to keep this. follow 
ing Letter from the Publick.View,"and 
that too 'notwithſtanding the: Satlici- 
tation. (-not td ay\[Mtporiurtity_) of 
divers \{lluftrious' Perſons, and. even 
Tour. Commands, to Releaſe it from its 
| Confinement ; I ſhould now at length 
| givewaytoits Paſſing Abroad into the 
| A 2 World, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


World, and its making Tou a Publick $ 
_ and Solemn Adadrefs. Wherefore judg- | 


ing my ſelf oblig'd to give Tou an Ac- 
count of a Paper, for which Tou have | 
been long pleas d ſo Highly and ſo Obli- |}. 
gingly to concern:Tour ſelf, I muſt, to | 
remove Tour Wonder, inform Tou, That | 
[ am Reduc'd to this Publication in my | 
own Defence. For whilſt Iwas far from | 
Dreaming of permitting this Epifile | 
to paſs out of my Cloſet, it happinid, | 
that a broken Copy of it did ( by know © 
not what Misfortune for me_) fall into } 
the hands of a Neceſſitous perſon, who | 
would needs or cher himſelf, that, ? 
by Printing it, be might relieve ſome * 
of his preſent Wants ; and thereupon | 
proffer d to ſell the Copy for a ſum of 
Mony. But my good Fortune leading | 
him to a Stationer, to whom my name | 
was not” unknown, he, very civilly, | 


ſent me. forthwith notice of the Pro- 


" poſition 
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The EpiſtſE\edicatory. 
poſition that was made him, and after 
came himſelf to acquaint me , that the 
Copy, about which he had been treated 
with , being but One of Two or 
Three that were then abroad, ſome or 


| other of them would, queſtionleſs, ſoon 
| find thewayto the Preſs. This unwel- 


come Accident did little leſs Trouble 
than Surprize me ; for, Beſudes that it 
impos d on me the Neceſſity of a Publi- 


cation Thad ſo long Declin'd'; and Be- 


fades that Tknew, that Com- Som: Treai- - 


poſures of a wery differing Frcrmma® 
Nature being expefied from Piildophy. 

me , the appearing of This, inſtead of 
Them, would make this Unwelcom to 
many ,. though it had fewer Imper- 


feflions than it has : Beſides theſe 


things, (" [ſay _) my 3, was then, 


and is fill, fo impair'd by a diftemper 
in my Eyes; and the Hours I could dif- 


| Poſe of were ſopre-ingag'd to Philoſo 


B 3 pbical 


___Fhe Epiftle Dedicatory; 
phical Themes," that T coule not pro- | 
miſe my ſelf ſo much as to Read it over | 
before its going to the Printer, But | 
confidering after all this, that the Copy - | 
I had by me was like to prove more | 
Full, and leſs Faulty, than any of | 
thoſe that ſome endeavour d to ob- | 
trude upon the World, Ithoupht it leſs | 
Hnconvenient to venture mine own a= | 
broad than to run the hazard of a Sur- || 
reptitious Edition of a Diſcourſe, that | 
could fo ill bear the appearing with * 
any other Blemiſhes than thoſe it ? 
brought with it into. the World from | 
my Pen. And therefore, having put it | 
into the hands of Perſons,"whoſt emi- * 
nent Abilities, the more Knowing part | 
of the Nation has long anihjuftly ad- | 
mir d, and begp'd their Impartial Opi- 


nion and Ca _ of i, {piving 
them entire” Liberty to Alter vr £0- 
pange whatever they diſI'd ; _) arid 


finding 


The Epiſthe Dedicatory. | 
finding ( by haſtily turning over-the. 
 Leaves_) that their-Caftipations were 

onely enough to bet ms: p that they" 
had heedjully read it. ove? ; \and were: 
cccvipenied with | Encouragemnts,) 
which care was taken'to keep me from 
looking upon as meer Coiplements : [ 
let it gots the Preſs, without fo'much. 
as having once Perysd it, or heard it- 
read ower; ſince the Stationer firſt gave: 
me the Advertiſement I told you of.- 
Which I made the leſs [cruple to do, 
becauſe a Critick, -whoſe” Fudoment 
and Piety I much "reverence, ſeriouſly 
endeavoured to perſuade me, that TI 
ought no#in'Conſtience to detlins pubs - 
liſhing, what he wasþleaſed to'think- 
proper to-Kwidle of Cheriſh the Flames' 
of Divine" Love inthe Brenſts-of the. 
Readers." "And my Muſte it ſelf 0d af-" 
rerwards: Peomiſe me theſe" Atboans" 
tages ';\\ That- | notmithſtatiding "og+. 
habe A 4 Books 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Books not coming __- foaner , 1 
ſhould not loſe the Excuſe of Youth 
I had when it was Written : nay, and 
That the Faulty paſſages which m 

be ' met with .in it, will ormets 6 
charged upon thoſe that ſuffer d them 
to paſs Uncorretted, when they had 
ſo abſolute a Power to Expunge or 
Reform them, Theſe, and the like Mo- 
tives, having induc'd me to conſent to 
the Publication of the following Let- 
ters, { needed not deliberate long, To 
whom T ſhould addreſs it, For, ſince 
that Accompliſh'd Lindamor, whom it 
fo much Concern d, has left theWorld, 
there isgno Perſon in it to whom this 
Addreſs is any thing near ſa due, as 
unto Tou, dear Siſter. It was at that 
Delicious Leeze, where Tou are now 
tbe Miſtreſs, that this Letter was writ- 
ten; and it was of Tou that I barrow'd 
thoſe hours 'T ſpent in writing it, 


Twas 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
'Twas ta'Tou that I ſhew'd it almoſt 
heet by Sheet , before I reſolu'd to 
end it away. - *Tis Tou that can beſt 
xcuſe the, Imperfefions of it ,, as 
enowing nat only the more Obvious,but 


ihe morePrivate Avocations and other 
KAI 5 , among which it was 
f 


Erenn'd. 


2 


s You that have ever ſince 


Sollicited me ta divulge it , and have 


Lorven methe greateſt Encouragements 


zo do ſo, not only by thoſe Follicitations 


{which imply'd Tour Own favourable 


4+ x 


3 Opinion of it, but by pracuring me ( Fl 
e 


$ Concealing or Diſguiſing my name (t 


# unſuſpeted Opinions of. divers com- 


I petent Judges. In a ward; this Addreſs 


j belongs upon ſo many Scores to Tou , 
I that { could not make it any where elſe, 


without manifeftly Wronging Tou. T 
know, Dear Cf , that 7 © Not uſu- 
al to Dedicate Books to ſo near a Re- 
lation; and that it is uſual in Dedica- 
tory Epiſtles , both to Depreciate what 

One 


' The Epiſtle Dedicatoryy | 
one has Written, and to Extol the Per. 


fon that one Writes too, efpeciably i it 
ut 


be one of Tour Sex and Quality. 


& 
| 


Tou know too, that I + oo cn All 


giance to Cuſtom, and therefore will. 


not, T ſuppoſe, wonder to fee me as lit- 
tle Sollicitous to conform to it on This 


occaſion as on Others. In an Age, when| 
fo few Perfoiis have Merit enough, toll 
keep that from being Flattery, which 
ſhould be but Praiſe , I am not at all 
Ambitious of caſtin mM ſelf upon the? 
unhappy Necefſety, of either Flattering, | 
or appearing Rude; \ when by better || 
chooſing the Objetts of my Addreſſes, I! 


can, as Occaſton requires, give Praifes 
without Untruth; or  forbeur them 


without civility. Nor dare pref: 
fo ault, by | 


that a Lye ceaſes 'to be a 


” - 
i 


Wh 
WEI 


being put into a Dedicatory EpiFFle:; | 
as Antiently the Hurtful Beaſts forgot | 
their Pernicious Nature, when brought | 


"into 


wt 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
8 into the Ark, \Not to mention, that 
i Books of Devotion have © generally 
the firange tin{ unhappy Fate, of being. 
| Leſs Welcome to them that Moſt, than 
| to them that Leſs,need them. As for the 
j Diſcourſe I preſent  Tou, though ” | 
opinion of it may be ghefs'd at, by the 
| Privacy: to which Thave fo long Con- 
toll fin'dit'* Tet becauſe, as jn Phyſick, to 
ich} have a goa Opinion of the Medicine, 
all and the Doftor ; ſo in Books of Devo- 
the tion, (which area kind of Phyfick for 
79, 1 the Mint) to'bave one of the Compos . 
ter | fure; -of-of the Writer, both inclines ws 
57 o- Took after ue Preſerprions, oni 


f 


a 


nr] this reaſon Y\Balll ſay "thing to Dif- 


2.) parage n Diſcowrſe, which 35 of a Nq- 

by | tare to ahm more at the being Praffiſed 
"; | by the Reads, than the Fon g Par- 
ot | #on'd; ax#fpall not at all _ to foe 
br | it find from the Pablick as _ 


' with in Cloſets. And now, Dear Si- n" 


- to the Mode of Epiftles Dedicatory , 


Praiſe Tou without either Disbeliev- \ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ble a Reception, as it has hitherto me 


fter, though I know Tou will not ; yet q 
I doubt ,, my other Readers will ex- 
pef.,that this Letter ſhould, according 


be Concluded with Commendations off 
Ton, and Complements to Tou. It be-| 
ing almoſt as much out of faſhion in| 
ſuch Addreſſes to Omit giving praiſes, 
as tis to Believe the praiſes given on || 
ſuch Occaſion. But , though I can. 


a « 


ang ſelf , or F earing to be disbe- |} 
lied by any that knows Tow ; yet, | 
befades that our Relation , = our ||. 
Fr tendſhip, would make ſuch a Way of © 


writing misbecoming me on All occa- 


frons 9 T know Tour Piety and Tour ; | 
Modeſty, would peculiarly diſallow it © 
pon This ; where the Subjef F am 5 
zoentertain Tou with is of ſuch a Na- | 
| ture 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


r- ture; us would make a Flaunting Ad- 
(dreſs, but a very Unſuitable rx-ho 8 
fiontoit. The Nature of my Theme, 
as well as the Striftneſs of Tour Vit- 
tue, and Our Friendſhip, forbidding 
me here to celebrate Tou, otherwiſe than 
"Tl by letting the World fee, that I dare, 
inf even in a Dedicatory Addreſs, with- 
- | out fear of diſpleaſing Tou, forbear to 
on | Celebrate You, And if it be demand- 

| ed, Why then 1 refrain not likewiſe 
\j from writing to Tou a Dedication ? 
,. | 7 ſhall Anſwer, That F am unwilling 

J to boſe this Opportunity of making a 
8 Publick Acknowledgment , that as [ 
fl * have the Honour tobe Tour Brother, 

; and Tour Friend, ſo I have the Fu- 
| ſlice to think it very much my Happi- 
$ meſs to beſo: Eſpecially, ſince Tou are 


Ti 
f x 
7 
EC 


# pleaſed to aſſure me, That my Re- 
3 lation to Tou has rather been the Oc- 
| caſion than the Ground of a Friend- 


ſoip, 


The K piftle Dedicatory. 


A. that. dork, : whilt \it-enjayus- 


Profeſs.' my. ſelf mbipas; Cents F 
pres, Oblige me to be;\with al. thell 
— that's Ls: 


V1 ef 


- My Dear Siſter g: - 


. Your moſt affeQtjonare 
-Brother, and moſt | 
faithful humble | 


| Servant, ' 


 Roszrrr: BoyLs. 
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he ESA Advertiſements to the Reader, | 

As they were Written ſome Years 
ſince, when ſome Intelligent Perſons were 
to have z light of the fo/lowing Diſcoirle. ) 


Ry nRReS* 0 prevent thoſe Scruples which elſe 
W2ISF might ariſe in the prruſa] of the 
Wt 13S > ſaing Diſcourſe, the Reader of it 


RI #5 requeſted ta take notice, 
| © * I. That though Ignorance hatb 
# been of late ſo much tn faſhion with too many of 
. Four Toang Nobihity, that ſome paſſages of the en- 
te Fſuing Papers may ſeem unfit to have beenmrit= 
{+ ten 10 a Toapg, Gentleman, yet the Perſon they 
were addreſs'd to, being both a Traveller, a Line 
guiſt, and a'Schalar, it was not improper to diſ- 
* courſe with him at the rate of ſuppoſing bim ſo 

© gualip'd..,  .. | | 

þ | II. That the enſuing Letter was not written 
8 Single, being but the Laſt of Divers y whercin 
| # Love rn general was Corfeſſed, Fuſtifid, and Ce- 
| | Iebrated;, wherein the Received way of. {1phing 
, | Love was Explicated, Defended, and Oppoſed ; 
| wherein Conflancy and Inconftancy in Love were 
argued For and Againft ; wherein Platanick 
$ Love was Explicated, Celebrated, and Derided 5 
EE od ; wherein 


le 


Advertiſements to the Reader, _ 
whetein the: Cure of Love was. Propoſe "6 
roſecuted 5 wherein ( to diſpatch ) the Cont 
werted Points concermug Love were diſceurs 
of, in a way ſuited to the ſeveral Themes, and! 

tbe Hamours and Principles of the ſuppoſed wri 
ters. But all the Former Papers, ( nritten! 
Complement to a fair Lady ) though very fre 
from the Guilt of etthey Licentiouſneſs or Pr, 
phanereſs, have been by the Author judged 
little Serious, either to appear Albne , or to At 
company the enſuing Difemſe,  wheretn be bu 
expreſſed bis Own Opinions, as inthe former h 
but dedurel thoſe of maginary Perſons. | 
"HI. That the following Paper was to have beeil 
Attended by another wberetuthe Properties and” 
Duttes cf Seraphick Love were to have been? 
Explicated and mſiſted on, but the Author , bes! 
fore be bad written that Other,accidentally meet-\ 
ing with a French Book, wherein, |» qamon:cpiv- 
though what he bad already Diſ- in d: Mr. dif 
courſed of were not baudled , be Moulin. By 
fourd that much of what 'bz had deſigued to ſt} 
don was Amicipated ; and the moſt Pertmemn | 
Conſidergtions bg tutended Themes ſuggeited, | 
were Skilfully difplated already: be fear'd 1th 
might be mmjurious to bis Reader, andhimelf, if © 
be owl either turn aT raxſcriber of other's No- | 
trons, or decline the beft thoughts belonging to 
his Theme, that the Leſs Good ones might paſs 
without ſuſpicion for bis Orr. | 


a .* 
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Advertiſements tothe Reader, | 
. IV, That the erſuing Trifle having been mwrit- 
ten tn Haſte, and by Snatches, amongit diftrating 
Avecations, and far from Literary Accommodatt- 
045, 1s freely ſubmitted to the Cenſure of Learned 
aud impartial Teruſers, eſpectally Diuines : who 
are by the Author requefted to believe its miſtaking 
Paſſ ages, and Unwary Expreſſions, ( if it contain 
ay ſach) to bave been altogether Unintentional, 
aud ſuch as they ſhall never find tt. to be more than 
Ore Latour to make him Diſcern and Retraft ;, be 
betng Reſolved, by God's aſſiſtance, to continue ſtill 
Olſequious enough ts all clearer Diſcoveries of 
Truth, to be able ts ſay, Ertare Poſſum, Hzrett- 


| cus elle Nolo. Ana 45 he ts 0n bis part fo Re- 
8 ſigned, and ſo willing to be Reiifi'd, [4 

this Equity from thoſe, to whoſe Fudgments he Sub» * 
: mis, That, conſidering be intended not to write 8 
* Solemn and Regular Treatiſe, but a Private and 


be expeRs 


Familiar Epitile, they will paſs by ſuch Knaccu- 
rateneſſes as are wont to be Incident to Compoſeres of 


| this later Nature. He preſum'd he might ſometimes 
” wake Bold with the Vulgar Laws of Tenſes, treat- 
| 1:9 of an Eternity that admits them not. He hop'd, 


that the Freedom taken in ſome of his Expreſſions 


; concerning Live, and' the wonted ObjeRs of tit, 
E would be excus'd, by its being exafted by the De- 
 fgn be bad upon Lindamor , A 
| though be had rot (which yet he ul the fareomenc 


bas ) otberwiſe accoumed for it, ond Leners wo. my 
He intends not to adopt thoſe (too ©? 7 
* B 


often 


| Advertiſements to the Reader. 
ofte#t erroneows ) Traditions of the Vulgar whence he 
ſometimes draws Compariſons, that he may not deny 
himſelf the Liberty taken by the Generality of 
Writers, ( without excepting the Learneder ſort of 
them who ſcruple-n0t tn Popular Compoſures to | 
make Similies avd - Alluſions grounded ou Popular | 
Traditions and-Perſuaſions, AS for thoſe common | 
Places, which'the Method of our Author's Diſ- | 
rourſe allop*d hins wot to Decline, he hopes the Rea- 
aer* will Diſcern'by bis way of writing ,: that he 
Yves to uſe them, not as Travellers, but as Hunters | 
afe the High-ways : For the Traveller, when be once | 
Pets into the Road, makes it bis buſineſs to Keep tn Þ} 
it 3 whereas the Hunter, if he meets one lying in his # 
. tay, 1s not fond of Staying in it, but nimbly Croſſes 7: 
?t, or TyaVerſes ſo much of it, as ts requiſite to be © 
pat through in the perſute of bis Game, And 
Taftly, if #n ſome few Paſſages of the following Let- | 
T#* ( rſpectallyabout the beginning of it ) the Ex- | 
profſions are leſs Grave and Solemn than the De- || 
frgn; the Author hopes, that even Theywtll yet ap- | 
Fear tolerably Serious , for the Aerteſt parts of a! 
Letter, written by one Toung Gentleman to another. | 


SOME 


HEEHIHPPRPSPAREDERY 


FTI TESET. 

SOME. 
MOTIVES 
| To the Love of 


GOD. 


My Deareſt Lindamor. 

wacmoes Am very much delighted 
& ro "Sans, Tor by ro. pro 
of Fame, and the Infor- 
=o mation , of much more 
credible Relators , thar 
Hermione's cold Ulfage has cur'd you of 
the Fever her ſcorching eyes had given 
'0u-: And that when once you found 
your ſelf reſerved ro ſhew , what won- 
ders her Eyes were able to perform, you 
ſeaſonably refolv'd ro become an In- 
ſtance of the power, rather of Reaſon , 
than of Love z and accordingly, did your 
ſelf the right to fruſtrate the vain hopes, - 
your Inſulting Miſtreſs cheriſh'd ro ma- 
B 2 niteſt 


Seraphick Love. 
- nifeſt in you, Thar her Charms were ca- 
pable ro make your Flame preſevere , 
when her Change had 'made it as well 
cauſleſs as hopeleſs. I could with in- 


deed for your fake , that you owed your 


Cure more entircly ro your Reaſon, and 
lefs ro your Reientment ; That the Ex- 
traction of your Freedom may no ways 
blemiſh it. But fince unallay'd Satis- 
factions are/joys too Heavenly, to fall to 
many mens ſhares on Earth , I cannor 
but conclude, that your Recovery, even 
on theſe Tearms,deſerves I ſhould Con- 
graculate it, For, the Freuch ſay truly, 
that Les plu conrtes Foltes - ſont les me- 
zMleures. And Liberty being roo high a 
Bleffing to be diveitible-:of thar nature 
by Circumſtances ; I (thar ſeldom de- 
plore him., who by loſing his Miſtreſs 
recovers Himſelf ) think that Hermrone 
has bur intentionally, not eventually dif- 
oblig'd you ; and hath made your flanes 
a better return , by reſtoring you your 
own Heart, than the could have done b 
exchanging hers for it. Bur that whic 
rot leaſt endears to me your Recovery, 
is, ThatLam ailur'd by Perſons, from 
whom I dare Credit even ſo welcome 
News , that my endeavours prov'd ſo 
happy as to be conducive to it , and _ 
| the 


—_- 
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Seraphick Love. 
the Conſiderations I ventur'd to preſent 
you, did at leatt.fo far contribute to your 
Freedom , ' as to give you the Deſire 
and the Defign of regaining ic, For, I 
hope, Inced not tell you, that I ſeldom 


{ uſe Endeavours, whoſe Proſperouſneſs 


is more welcome to me, than thoſe, thar 
afpire to.ſerve Lindamor, And rhough 


| I cannot ever pay you any Great Ser- 


vices in relation ro my valtly Greater 


ZE Delires, yetT canſcarce do you Little 
Z ones in relation to the Deligit reſulting 
© from the having done you any. Nor has 
Z the Joy which chis ſucceſs of my Dit- 
Z courſes brings me , being ſparingly en- 
# creas'd by my. having ventur'd them 
= with muc | 

# tion,of their Proſpering ; and leſs our of 
= any ftrong hope they would ſucceed , 
! than out of an unwillingnels to leave the 
= means, Ithought leaſt improbable, un- 
= allay'd: being invited to excite you to 
"HIS hopes, than I durſt allow my 


more Deſire , than ExpeQta- 


elf for you; by the Example of Gene- 


| rals , who , whatſoever - diſtruſtful 


thoughts they harbour in their breaſts , 


# ſuppoſe, thar (before the Bartel) tro make 

£ their Souldiers . fight ſucceſsfully , 'ris as 
well conducive as requiſite , by encoura 

gins Orations, to make them chink oy 
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ſhall do ſo. For , although I endea 
vour'd indeed to perſnade you,that Rea- 
ſon being born Soveraign of the Paſſions, 
though her Lenirty or Supineneſs do 
ſometimes both occaſion and permit 
their Uſurpations ; She is ſeldom ſo di- 
veſted of her Native Power, bur that 


whenſoever ſhe -pleaſeth ro imploy 


whar ſhe hath left, ſhe is able toreſume 


 wharſhe hath loſt : And though I was 
willing you ſhould believe, that to per- i 
fect what your Reſentment had begun , 
was a Task ſo caſte, thatthe ViQtory was | 
as much in your power , as theReſolu- Z 
tion of attempting it ; Yet,notwithſtand- | 
ing all this, I ſay, I was once half per- | 
ſuaded , that to undertake the Curing | 
of a Lover was the next Weakneſs to |} 


the being one. And, Lindamcy, | to 


deal ingenioufly with you, your Reco- 


_ very hathcircumſtances in it, that make | 
me very apprehenſive, that you arenot | 
yet our of the danger of a Relapſe, and | 
that you have not half fo abſolutely a- | 


bandon'd your former Amorons Con- 


ſttrution of mind, as the former Idol of | 


it, Iknow that froma perſon, who, for 


one thar. harh never yet been hurt by 


Cuptd, is accuſed of u{ing him lightingly 
gnd ſeverely enough, yoh will ry - 
= | eavours 
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Seraphick' Love. 
deavours to preſerve you from Relapſes, 
by ſuch difluaſions from Love , as its 
Voraries will ſcarce youchſafe: ſo mild a 
Title to, as that of InveRives againlt it, 
And I ſhall Ingenuoully acknowledge, 
Lindamor, that I have been ſometimes 
no very unready Satyriſt on char Theme z 


| and with a Ped, relithing of the Liberty 


I cheriſh'd in my, heart, endeayour'd to 
diſabuſe thoſe {eryile Souls, that being 
born to Reaſon,' fo far degraded them- 


{ ſelves, as to boalt ſolely an exceſs of Pal- 
{ flon ; and had ſuch low and narrow 
Z Thoughts of Felicity and Miſery, as to 
p w_ either: from a Womans uſage. 


which I thought I might the freelier 


Z do, becauſe having never known the in- 
felicities of Love, but in the ſufferings of 


others, I might probably ſuppoſe, that 
Declunings/aqaied it would paſs 


'# for the productions of my Reaſon, not 
my Revenge. But , Lindamor, though 
$ the cxtravagancies of ſome Mens folly, 


have been ſomerimes toogreat, to let me 


| avoid laughing ſomewhat Saxyrically at 


itz yer Lam really too little an-enemy to 


* Love, unleſs exceſſive or mil-plac'd, by 


indiſtin&t and: disfiguring - Conſiderati- 
ons, to. repreſent tro you the- Nobleſt 
Paſſion of the. Mind, as its' moſt - hide- 
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ous and - Formidable Diſeaſe. 

To Love,even with ſome Paſſionate+ 

neſs, the Perſon you would Marry,is not 
only allowable but Expedient, being 
almoſt necefary ro the Duty of fixing 
your Aﬀection, where you have once 
engaged your Faith ; For, ic hath been 
obſerv'd; that Love doth ſeldom ſuffer it 
ſelf to be confin'd by. other Matches 
thar thoſe of its own ragking. And few, 
bur they, that are ſo Wile as they ce | 
cauſe to be almoſt - in Love before hand | 
with thoſe they Marry, prove ſo Honeſt } 
as afterwards to be in Love with none # 
elſe. Since therefore, -the Marriage of | 


a Wiſe man ſuppoles at leaſt as higha | | 


degree 6f Love, as he is capable to che- | 
riſh without forfeiting that Title z I can 
ſcarce diſallow the being moderately in 
Love without being injutious to Mar- 
 riage, which is a Relatior,, that though 
I can with much lefs reluancy Permit | 
others, than Contra my ſelf; yet dare | 
I not abſolutely condemn a cotudition of . | 
Life, as expedient to No'man, without | 
which, even Paradiſe. and . Innocence # 
were not ſufficient to compleat the Hap- * 
pineſs of the Firſt Man, Thus you ſee, | 
Lindamor,-that T do not pronuſcuouſly | 
Quarrel with all ſorts of Love, but en- 
j- 7 deavour 
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deayour onely t6-pofſeſs you with this 
Truch-, That: 2$ antiently, among the 
Jews; there were odorifcrous Unguents, 
which it was neither unuſual -nor- un- 
lawful to annoint themſelves with, or 


beſtow upon their Friends 3 but, there 


was a certain peculiar Compoſition, too, 
of a pretious Oyntinent, which God ha- 
ving reſerv'd ro be employ'd.in his own 
Service ; with that, the Perfuming of 
their Friends- was' Criminal. and .Sacri- 


- —_—_ : So there are regulated degrees 
of 


Love, which 7tis not forbidden- to 


# harbor-for a Friend, a Miſtriſs, or a 
* Wife; but there is too a certain pecu- 
# larſtrai, or (if I may ſocallit ) tiero- 
© ick Temperament of Love,which, where 
; everitts found,: makes it belong, as un- 


alienable, as juſtly, unto GOD. A vir- 
tuous' Wife may loye both her. Huſ- 


{ band's Relations and her-own, and yet 
{ be truly ſaid ro Love him with. her 


whole Heart ; becanſe there 15a certain 


; unrivall'd degree of Kindneſs, and a pe- 
# culiar fort of Love, which conſtitutes 


true Conjugal affection, that, ſhe con- 
fines to him, and-reſerves intirely for 


| him, -and would think ic Criminal to + 


harbour for any. other Perſon : Soa Re- 


ligious Soul may obey the Comments 
Ol 
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of Lo God entirely, though ſhe : | 


low her Aﬀections other Objects ; pro: 
vided,- they be kept in adue Subordina 
tion to, and kept from entring into Com. 

rition with that Love, whuch ought to 

appropriated to Him; and which re- 
ſules chiefly from, an either altogether, 
or altnoſt, unincreaſable Elevation, and 
Vaſtneſs of Aﬀection; from an entire 
Reſigntment-to, and an abſojute Depen- 
dence onthe Lov'd--Party ; from a reſt- 
leſs Diſquiet upon the- leaſt ſenſe or 


doubtof her Difpleafure 5 from a grea- 
ter Concern in her Intereſts, than ones ? 
own; from an Expeatation no lefs than | 


Felicity | or Wretchedneſs from her 


Eriend(hip' or: Indignation ;. or at leaſt a þ 


Perſtiadedneſs 'thar 'norhing can be a 
grearer Happineſs that her Favour, or 
eſerve the name of Happineſs without 


—_ 


it. © For, -Where ever a Paſſion has theſe | 


properties, or any of them, conſpicuous 


1n it ; ir cannot, but by being conſecrated | 
to God, avoid becoming injurious both | 


to Him andtoitſelf. The very Noble- 
neſs of ir entitles Him to ic : As4n ſome 
Ktngdotns , (and particularly here in 


England) though Veins of coorſer Me- 
tals may belong to the Owner" of the 
Sol they grow in, yer all the Mines of 


the 
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She more perfet Metals ( as Gold and 
JFsilver ) are by the Law made Mines 
bFRoyal, and belong tothe King, to whom 
Frheir value appropriates them. By re- 
fleting upon this peculiar Notion of 
Love, you may be pleas'd, Lindamoer, to 
interpret ſuch Indefinice Expreſſions as. 
ou = meet with -in the following 
Diſcou e. And this Love, Ihave ta- 
ken the freedom' to Rtyle Seraphrick Love, 
( not out of any affeQarion of Tumid 
or # Words or Titles, 'but) borrowing the 
-2- name from (1if the Ronuſh Divines be 
CS 7 good Marſhals of the Heavenly Hoſt ) 
an Y thoſe® nobler Spirits of the Cceleſtial 
er  Hierarchie , whoſe Name in the Lan« 
4 age to which ir be- 


2 Y longs, exprefles them 
ri to be of a Flaming 
CE nature ; and weoſe 


imployment (mentio- 


e 
ned 1n the * Evan- 
| 


gelical Prophet's My- - 


; The Name Seraphim, In Hee 
brew, ſprings from the Root $a- 
aph , Frick fignifies ro burn or 


r 
| flame : Whence., Namnb. 21. 6. 


thoſe - pernicious creatures , that 
vur Tranſjators Engliſh , Fiery 
Segpents,are ſtyled in the Original, 
Harnnechaſan bas-ſeraphim. 


fterious Viſion ) ſufficiently *points at - 6. 


'Y) 


Þ 


the Divine ObjeR; to which the flames , 
that warm them, aſpireand rend. And 
me-thinks, Lrndamor , thar you ſhould 
find it no faint Inviration ro embrace 
Seraphick Love, that you may have the 
Advantage, by making your ſelf a Rival 

| | to 
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to theſe glorious Spirits , to make theaſſith 
your Friends , and the Honor to bein 
gaoed- ina Service , where you are ſu afl 
of | ſuch Illuftrious Concurrents. Ar lea gl 
if you! be of the mind of that generowÞ) 
Youth, '( to whoſe ſucceſsful Valour thi 
Conquer'd. World was both Theat& 
and Ttophie) who refus'd-ro Run ar theſſſo 
Olympick Games , becauſe there were" 

no Monarchs to run with him. But 1}E« 

fear, L1zdamor, Thavea little digrels'd ;W« 

fince I might have told you. in fewerfWEr 

words,that it is not my deſign in this Pa-W" 

per to declame againſt Love in general , i * 

or 'make; a ſolemn Harangue of the {Þ{ 

Fickleneſs of Women; and that chere- F" 

fore , as when young Gallants (ſuch as 

you, £t12damor ) are ſubje& ro caſt away 
' their Love upon unfit Objects , their 

diſcreet Friends, (ſenſible of the truth of 
- the Italian Comick's Obſervation, that 

. ® ” 
Onefa contra* amore 
 E-troppo frale ſchermo 
. In grovinetto cuore, 


Iz youtbfyl Hearts bare Vertaes 

' wont toprove | | 

: Dat a weak ſhield againſt the 
farts of Love,) | 
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aJichout takingiany more than neceſſary 
einffÞtice of hel foiner food and 
> ſurFfafſions, reclaim them by.cicher march- 
-leafſpg them, or at leaſt. ( in order thereun- 
rojo). engaging their; Addrefles to Perſons, 

Shoſe: Beauty or Prerogatives may both 
Soitimate and confine their-affeGtions : 
thefSGo I (ball now. endeavour to prevent the 
Mucure .Gaddings of your Love to. Ob- 
[eas , : thar cannor deſerve ſo tranſcen- 
lent and diſintereſt 2 one ,, as I have ob- 
Werv'd yours rohave been z by: preferring 
ind engaging it to the True Obje& that 

\ Paſſion was born.to,. the Nobleſt it can 


&ſpireco , and the moſt Satisfying ir can 


njoy. Yes, Lindamor, as it has hither- 
o been my not-unproſperous Task to 
n-hood your Soul , Ithall now- make 
it my buſineſs ro ſhew her Game ro fly 
te, I ſee thar Love in Lindamor is too - 
'ENoble: and Predominant an Aﬀection , 
to be either Eafte or Fit to be deſtroy'd, 
It will therefore be my deſign, not to 
Suppreſs your flame, bur. to Addreſs it, 
with'd it withdrawn from Hermione , 
not to Annihilare it , but to Transfigr 
it, I would not have a Paſſion which 
wanted nothing, but a due Obje&, to be 
Seraphick Love; like Vulgar men, be 
ſwallow'd up by Death , the _—_— 
ate 
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face : Bur be ennobled by a deſtiny lice 
that of | Exoch and Elias , who, ha 
ccas'd to converſe wich Mortals , Dy 
not, but were Tranſlared into Heaven. 
What has been faid already , L:m 
mor, hath; ir ſeems; ſuſfic'd to -reQii 
your Love ; by Diſabuſing ir, and ſhi 
ing you, how unfitly it was plac'd oni 
former ObjeQs. ' Your proficiency 
Thar, 'invices me to proceed with yau! 
anew Leflon, and ( mindful of thattn 
Saying of 'an Eminent Father , Nemo 
Iigzem-amat, quem 10 uult eſſe meliorem 
ro endeavour to exalt: your paſſion | 
DireQting and Setling it upon an- Qt 
je&, the due Contemplation of whol 
Lovelineſs - may cure. as perfectly al 
hurts received from any Mortal Beaury 
as anttently the Sight of the Myſteriou 
Serpent on the Pole did: cure the hun 
che fiery Serpents gave. For , ſince t: 
gaze ſtedfaſtly on an- outward Beauty 
where all. your looking will but difcove 
the ſame face, is found fo effeQual t: 
Kindle or to Blow the fire of Love 
( which: the Greeks prettily enough ex 
reſs by their i T6 og&v .yiverou T6 $26 ) 
w. much muſt -a due Contemplation 
enamour us of that Divine, and, thou 
Refulgent, yet ever more and more Dif 
coverable 


[ 
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verable ObjeR,. where' Artention: and = 
Vander ſtill mutually excite;and che- 
iſh; each other? i VVhence the zealouſ- 
n. eſt and perfeGeſt, Lovers of God are 
16 the. glorious Angels, - of whom, our Sa- 
eQilif viour ſays, that in Heaven they always Math. 18. 
behald the face of bis . Father which 46 11n** 
i Heaven 3 and thoſe blefled Saints, whoſe 
imploymont, and whoſe happinels is, in 
he; Revelation, expreſt to bes To follow xs. 14.4; 
8 the: Lamb . whitberſoever he goes...” And 
thoſe unblemiſh'd Perſons are in that 
place recorded.to- have kepr themſelves 
Undefiled by mgrtal Beauties:;, to reach 
& us, that the nearer and clearer Intuition, 
hol rhat Heaven affords them of. the , glori- 

i ous Obje& of- their Paſſion, . was, not 
uy the -Caulſe of tt; but the Recompence 
1ou and that whilſt they liv'd Exiles. here on 
un Earth,  'twas ſuch a ſpeculation, as Iam 
e tl reconumending-, ( L1ndamer): to You, 
ty wherewith rhey-liv'd (to borrow the 
Ive Expreſſion uſed of Afoſes.) as. ſeetrg bim Heb. 12, 
[ toll who.zs Iruifibles/ a Sight, whoſe. Glory Sf; 
vey made them Jjook on fading.\Beautics, 
with as undavl'd and untroub{d: Eyes, 
as Eagles can be ſuppos'd ro caſt on 
Glo-worms.whenthey have been new- 


ly _=m on the'Sun. 7 
O evi your Love, Lindamor, to Seft. 3. 


- 


this 
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-this ſublimeſt of Objeds;-I ſhall defir 
char all:that I have ſaid-to divert: you 
former Flames, and all thar I may'fay'te 
depreciate and diſcredit: thoſe degrading 
and Uiſquieting Amours;*that- are wot 

- to-inveagle Mortals, maybe look'd upoy 
'** as ineant; rather by way'of Preparative 
chan of -Merive, aiming but to Diſabule 
CEN _— —_— Com 
'd and: Unprepotlets d tt ts you 
ty ;udpenof the ObjeR I n;. de'to 
you. "Which to qualitie:you to be but 
impartial co, this Merhed feem'd. expe 
dient 3: being bur  imploy'd upon ſuch a 
Score; as that on whicti the Platonitts 
us'd:;to-premile- certain Virtues, which 
they. (figniticancly enough) call'd Pur- 
 gative;t6 diſpoſe and fitrhe Mind for the 
Reception of ſublimerxtruchs. As Phy: 
ſicians* ro'cleer the Sight are wont to 
purge the Head, chat the Eye freed from 
all darkning and -difonifing TinQures, 
1 nec peMfeidcen the Ob, 

' je&s reſented to it.” *And certainly, the 
Love would perſuadey'is of a nature, 
chat makes nothing more conducive to 
it, than the greateſt Uncloudedneſs of 
the Eye, and the perfecteſt Illuſtration 

_ of the Obje&: which is ſuch, that the 
cleareſt Reaſon is the moſt — 
ight 
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Light it can defire ro be ſeen by. You 
know the Story of that witty Weneh, 
who us'd merrily to with her Lover all 


© good Qualicics, bur a good Underſtan- 
, ding ; for Thar; ſaid the, would make 


chem our of Love with me. The Di- 
vine Obje& to which I would Prefer 
you, Linzdamor, is {o far from being ob- 
noxious to a Danger of that Nature, 
that] need not Ditparage any other to 
Enamour you of this. For, the Creator 
is too full of Excellencies to' need to be 
recommended or ſet off by the Crea- 
rure's Defects. He was ſoverainly Love- 
ly in Himſelf, before they had a Beirg 
nor has his giving us that Paſhon, call'd 
Love, made him the unficrer Objed for 
ict. To love God, bur becauſe your Mi- 
{triſs has perſonal faulcs, is a greater, 
than any of thoſe for which you have 
declin'd her ; and is ſuch a Soloeciſm in 
Seraphick Love, as it were in the Perft- 
an Religion, (for thar has yet embracers 
in the Fall , 2s thoſe, that have there 
convers'd with them,atlure me): to make 
the Spots that blemiſth che Moon the 
Motives of their worſhipping che Sun. 
Hermione is a Lady, to whoſe noble Re- 
lations-I am roo much a Servant, not to 
have a ReſpeR for Her; and I cannot, 
/ C without 
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without concluding her an Extraordi- 
nary perſon, remember how lately (he 
enjoy 'd the honour of Corning Lins 
damor ; and though the has fince by in- 
juriouſly Deciining, juſtly Forfeited the 
glorious Title of his Miltriſs ; yer the 
Qualities, that gave it her, made me, a- 
mong divers others, like her ſo well, that 
'ts now my Quarrel to her, that ſhe Is 
not what ſhe VVas. And therefore, what 
ever may fall from my Pen to her difad- , 
vantage,. relates to Her but as the was, 
or may again be, an Obſtacle to ycur de- Ih. 
voteanefs to Seraphick Love. To ingage 
you to which, ( all this notwithſtanding, Ml . 
Lindamor) 1 muſt do you the right to ſl , 
rell you, that God deſerves the higheſt W ; 
Elevation of your Love, though Her , 
mioze had not rejected it, Were ſheſ,, 
not only:as Handſome as you fancy'd8,, 
her, but as Conſtant as you wiſh'd her, i 
her Beauty, and her Friendihip too con- ſl, 
curring, could not have made her other ſj 
= than, as: Diſadvantagious as Injurious, Þ .. 
T | a: Rival unto God ; and, in the very, 
0 Fruition of as obliging Returns as her 
Kindneſs could have made your Paſſion, 
ſhe would - have deſerv'd but a more; 
moderate '-Degree: of it. Angels, to 
whom: VVomen were never falſe or eru- 
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el, love their Maker above all things ? 


Adotation , refuſed it for himſelf ro di- * 
re& it unto God. . VVould not your ſelf; 
Lindamor, have thought your Hermzone 
abſolutely Handſome , though Moors 
had not worn the Devil's Livery ; and 
the thing call'd Deformity, had been as 
much a ſtranger , as itts unwelcome ta 
her Sex ? *T1s true , ſuch is our frailty, 
that, As the 1/raelites needed a cruel and 
opprefſive Bondage in <£gypt, ro make 
them reſolve on returning to the Blefſed 
Land of Canaan ; ſo oftentimes, the a- 
morous Soul needs the harth Uſage of 
a diſdainful Miſtreſs , to. diſgutt it with 
irs. Thraldom , and make it aſpire to irs 
more genuine and fartisfying Object. - I 
may therefore allow Hermtone's Defedts 
to have given you Freedom and Occa- 
fion to conſider the Prerogatives of Se- 
raphick Love : but I muſt not allow 
them ro be the chief Mortives of your 
embracing it. For, it were too injurt- 
ous to'its glorious Object, ro make that 


Y bur the Refuge of a Defeated Paſſion , 


whole Tranſcendency entitles it to more 


'©than-the moſt Elevated and Entire one. 


Alas , God' needs not theſe beggetly 


BParallels with any fading 'Objedts, ro be- 
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come that .of our diſabus'd Devotion, 
and He wcre Lovely without compa- 
riſon, as well as He is ſo Above it. Ang 
rhough I be nor ſo unjuſt co deny , tha 
there are Ladies ( ſome of which 1 have 
the happineſs nor to be unknown to my 
ſelf ) whoſe Excellencies are capable to 
ennoble their whole Sex : Yer their 
eateſt accompliſhments compar'd tofſlar 
Flis PerteCtions , whole gifts they. are, ſar 
are in thar Eclipling company, as incon- 


- ſpicuous as the faint Qualities of moreſar 


Ordinary perſons. As when: in a cleat 
Morning , the Rifing-Sun vouchfafesu 
ro viſit us, as well thoſe BrightſWoi 
Stars that did Adorn our Hemiſphere 
as thoſe Durk Shades thar did Benightſc 
it, vaniſh : Coulonantly whereunto,giveſn 
me lcave to obſerve ro you, Lindamor WG 
that chough divers of God's Attributes p 
are. through his Goodneſs participaredſſi t: 
by his Creatures, yerthe Scripture makeyſff b 
jo valt a diſparity berwixt the Excel-f{n 
lencies rhat 1t aſcribes ro Men , and thei 
ſame PerfeCtiors conſider'd as they exilifif c 
in God , that it ſeems abſolutely rof h 
exclude Created Beings from 'any Ti-YyC 
tle to thoſe Attributes 3 becauſe theyſ 1 
poſſeſs them but in a way ſo Inferior toffit 
that tranſcendent, peculiar, and Divine 

 manne 
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anner, in which they belong to God. 
hus our Saviour ſays ro him that ( ta- 
king him but for a Man ) call'd him 
pgod, why callest thou me good? 1 here Ma. 9. 
one good but One, (that is ) God, Thug 16: 15: 
St. Paul calls God ( or Chriſt ) the on-, ... 
ly Potentare , wivG- Iudl5es, rhoygh the gs " 
Earth be ſhared by ſeveral Potenrates ; 
and eventhe devout Exch in the ABs, ae. g , 


and the depoſed Grandees mentioned Luk.r. 52 


on-Wby the Bleſſed Virgin in her Canticle , 


are, inthe Origival,.ſtyled Porenrares., 
Thus, though there be Wife Virgins as a, 
well as Fooliſh; and though our Savi- whe 
our tells us , That the Chzldren of this 1,1. 168. 
world are itn their geaerations wiſer than the 
Children of Light : Yer St. Paul ſcruples 

not to tearm his Maker, he o«ly ſe . . 
Gol ; and thus he elſe-where Para 1,. * * 
phraſes him , He that only hath tmmuar- 

rality, though Angels and human Souls '; Tin. 6. | 
be Deathleſs. In ſo Incommunicable a** 


&-Y manner does the Superiority of God's 


Nature make him polleſs thoſe very Ex- 
cellencies , beey ay the diffuſivencſs of 
his Goodneſs makes him pleaſed to. 
Communicate, Iam the more zealous, 
Lindamor, to rransfigure your Love in- 
to Devotion, ( wiichI muſt defire you 
ro look upon but as a vary'd name for 
C 3 Se- 


Pl 
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Serapbick Love. 
Seraphick Lowe) becauſe I have obſery{ 
your Paſſion to have been extreamh 
1mparicnt of Confinemett ;-: and te hay 

1h | - efteem'd whar ever may be rearm'd 
oth : > Mits to be Priſons. Few therefore ca 
"Ih Need more; or Deſerve better , -an ob 
je& fortheir Love , for which roo im 
menſe.a vaſtneſs were impoſſible. And 

'_ . .. ſuch a one js God , whole Soveraig 
'3.: _Perfections render him ſo uncapable g 
being: lov'd Too Much, that the mo 
aſpiring Paſſion can ſcarce. arrive ( fo 
much, as) to Leſſen its Difproportion 

to the Obje&. Other : Pafſtons , like 

. other Rivers, are molt 1;k'd, when they 
calmly flow within their wonted Banks: 

But of Seraphick Love , as of NI, the 

very Inundations might. be defirable, 

_—_ his Over-flowings make him the 

more welcome, For mortal Beanries, 
our paſſions are like our ſelves : If our 
Stature chance to exceed a: certain ſize 
og Standart, it makes us, Monſtrous ; but} 
Devotion is like a flawleſs Diamond | 
where the Bigneſs taxes the Value, and; 
the unuſual -Bulk both rates and inhances 
the-Luſtre and the Price, To give GOD 
All our Love is the greateſt ve 
both of the Law and Goſpel ( in its ca- 
pactous -and- teeming VVomb , both 
IS 2” OMN;z 
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Seraphick Love, . 84 
Compriling and Cheriſhing 'all the 

other Services God requires) - and that 
there-is not more exacted of us, 1s not, 

thar an Addition were Culpable, bur 
becauſe it is Impoſſible, So noble is the 

hature of Devotion, that it admits of 
tailings bur by- one of the Extremegg 

which 1s that: of Defe&. For, Medio- 

cricy, ( whole” Ofhce 'tis to reſtrain us 

from approaching the utinoft Limits ) 

which in other Pations is an Excellence, 

is here an Imperte&tion. Or, at leaſt, if 
Mediocrity be that which creates Paſh- 

ons Virtues, the Mediocrity of this Love 

muſt confilt in the Boundleſneſs of itz 

fince that 1s'it which 'makes. it moſt a 
Virtue. The Man after God's own Pal. 42.1. 
heart is not afear'd to own even to his 7 
Maker an-ardency of Love: for Him :#, &-. 
which muſt- be>expreſt by: the ' ftgnitt- _ | 
cant Meraphor of Thrift ; and that ſuch 41jenys” 
a Thirſt roo," as makes the panting Hart frauratio' 
(by Naturaliſts' obſerved to'be a very jun 1+: 
Dry Creature?) $+ay (as Fremember thez. © F 
Hebrew hath it) for ' thoſe” refreſhing 
ſtreams, whoſe: want diſtrefles' and're- 

duces her to- an almoſt gaſping condi- | 
tion : ' Hy very Sonl ( faithe) thirfetÞ oc >. 
for God. And we know, that Thirſt is - 


not onely {Solent an appetite, thar ir 


C 4 leflens 


Pſil. 329. 


T58. 


Ihidem v. 
x36. 


Pſa, xor. 
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Seraphick Love, 
leſſens the Wonder of that Monarch's 
Bargain, whom Hiſtory records to have 
parted with his Kingdom for a Cup of 
watcr ; But thirlt doth ſo confine our 
Longines to what Ir craves, that no- 
thing elſe can ſatisfie them. The wealth 
of both the Indies would not excuſe the 
want of a needed Cup, ſuppoſing their 
Poffeſſor tormented with an Appetite, 
which cannor be quench'd but by Drink, 
To which I muſt add, that the vneaſi- 
neſs of unrelieved Thirſt, is rot, like that 
of other inconveniences, letlen'd by 
Continuance, but grows by Laſting the 
more Unſupportaþle. The ſame inſpir'd 
Poet ſcruples not alſo to profeſs ſo ſen- 
ſible and fo active a Concern for God's 


Intereſts, that the zeal of' God's Houſe had 


eaten hm up; and hugely troubled he is, 
that others arc not afteged with the 
ſame Zeal. / beheld (ſays he) the Trarſ- 
greſſors, and was grieved, becauſe they kept 


rot thy word, Nay , Rivers of waters, | 
' fays he, run dawn mine Eyes, becauſe they 


kept ot thy Law; and to manifelt how 
much the tenderneſs and nnreſery'dneſs 
of his Love, made him think thoſe his 
friends or enemies, that were ſo to God, 
Mine +yes (ſays he) ſhall be upon the faith» 


ful of the Land, that they Soy dwell with 


me 2 


\l 


n—_—_— a Se 0 EL... 


even by Devout Perſons, been blam'd 


Fd 


= 'Seraphich Love, 
me: He that walketh perfeBR inthe way, be 


23 


ſhall ſerve me. Do not 1 bate them, O Lord, Plul. 139. 


that hate Thee, and am not 1 grieved wit 
thoſe, that riſe up againſt Thee 2 I bate 
them with a pertet hatred, I count them 
mine enemres, Ar this Rate did pious 
David love his Maker ; bur he was ſo 
far from thinking this Rate Exceſſive, 
that , tranſported by the fenſe of his 
Perſonal Diſability ro pay that Divine 
Object all the Love thar his Perfections 
merited ; he is not content to rouſe up 
all his own-facultics to praiſe God, 


b 21, 2b. 


( Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is Plc. 103. 


withtn me bleſs bis boly Name ) but_he in- © 


vites all the Godly ro aſſiſt him inthe 


Payment of ſo vaſt a Debr. ( Love the pra, 1x4, 


Lord all ye Saints, for, Oc.) And again, *- 


( Praiſe the Lord, all ye Nations, praiſe Pl. 138. 


him all ye People.) And- not content* 


neicher frequently ro do this, as may 
appear by very many patlages of his fa- 


E cred Poems, he extends his Invitation to 


the Angels, and all the other Hoſts of 
God, and concludes the Book of Pſalms 


| witha, Let every thing that hath breath 


praiſe the Lord; Hallelujah. 


Nor does it invalidate what has now $:#, 4. 


been delivered, that ſome Men have, 


for 


24 
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Seraphick "Love, 
for too much Devotion : for, it was not 
an excels of Love, but a want of Dil. 
cretion, that was guilty of their faults; 
The Expreſſions of out Love to God 
ought to be regulated, not by our blind 
and wild Phancies,. bur by his revealed 
Wil; (as Chriſt fays,' 1F you love me, 
keep my Commandments ) ad therefore'it 
is very poſſible to be Too devout; not 
becauſe *any "Exprefffon' of Seraphick 
Love 'catt be made with too much Ar: 
dency, whilſt *tis confider'd-abitratedy 


mir 1clf, and irrelatively to the reſt; 


But becauſe that there being ſeveral du. 
ties of Love, which require an Ardency 
of It, *tis injurious to exerciſe all thatin 


' onelone, 'ora few, that belongs equal- 


ly to the' neglected. others. We muff 


not (as'too many Profeſſors are 'now 


wont to:do, of whoſe error you may te- 
ceive 2 fuller account ih ſome other Pa- 
pers): dafh in pietes the two Tables of 


the Law againſt one another ; But muſt} 
ſo loveG0D with all Our hearts, as to lows | 


our Netghbour as our ſelyes, You know 
what our Saviour faith to the Phariſees; 
that Tithed Mint,-and Cummin, with. 
a neglet of Judgment, - Mercy, / and 
Faith, thoſe weightier matters of 'the 
Law ; ' Theſe ought -y30u (9%) to: bave 


Alone 
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dove,z and wot ta leave the other undone. 
And: indeed this Partiality , ; &radamor, 
which [makes us diſplay fo much.of the 
firength. and vigour _of our' Spirits in 
ſome favourite-)uties , rhat-we can bur 
languidly and ' pertunGorily -perform 

thoſe others, weare. leſs fond - ets 

tr Devotion a Diſeaſe , not unlike char 
neiv.one in Children we call the Rrckets, 

which ſome learned Phyſiciars 'do not 
improbably conceiye-to arite from: the 
Unequal Nurtrizion. of the parts. Fort 
though none of 'them receive: Excelive 
Nouriſhment, yet foie of then receiv=- 

ing as much as 1s convenienr-for them , 

and thereby growing up to'their natu- 

ral bigneſs , whilft others .arelets nou- 

riſh'd than ( wete::the; Body, healthful.) 

they would bes! dd grow {o little » -thae, 

the ſounder - pirrs,- fcem;Oyex-grown, 5- 

and fo the: diſproportion. berwixt-Them 

and: the - Ricketitg: ones; makes the 
whole: Body: they- compoſe miſ-ſhapen 
and/;unwieldy..' But: , £1a4amor ,. this 

proyes- not» thagj we can love, God; too 
much ; bur onely that we may imploy” 

too: much of-'rhat Love ;\. in thus or: 

that way ofrexpreſling (itz VVhilt' we: 

are (as Fob ſpeaks )- inhabitants of theſe; ,, :, 
houſes of clay., there are many _ ; 

; whic 


Seraphick Love, M0 
which do as well challenge an Inten- 


firy of our afteions, as thoſe which re- ſk 


lace more immediately ro God, As 
St. ' Paul tells us, That there is ditference 


Cor. 7. . 
: wy HIG berwixt marricd and fingle Perſons, - the 
affeions of the one betng ar liberty, to 


x King. 


19. 2» 


devote themſelves more undiſtracedly 
ro God, whereas thoſe of the other are 


diſtracted ; ( as Adam's were , betwixt 


his Maker and his Rib. ) Bur where a 
dire& and immediate expreſſion of 
Love to God defrauds not any other 
Duty , there ir is free from the danger 
of Exceſs. Though Praters may eatily 
be roo long , and Faſts grow Exorbi- 
rant; yer Chriſt could = the whole 
night 1n Prajer , and Faſt forty days 
without immoderateneſs , when the 
other expreſſions of his Love to his Fa- 
ther and-the other exerciſes of his Me- 
diatory Fun&ion , were not thereb 

diſturb'd , but further'd and promoted, 


And ſo Elijah might inculpably faſt ! 
Jong , when that faſting did not diſable | 


him ro proſecute his. journey to the 
Mount of 'God ; and though juſt men 
here on Earth muſt expreſs their Love 


| to theirMaſter by ( thatbuſey diſtrac- 


ing, and remoter way of Service) Trade- 
ing with his Talent truſted eo them 1 


yet \ 
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| yet when -their diveſture of Mortality 
Wiſpenſes them from thoſe laborious and 


avocating duries ro diſtreſſed Chriſtians, 

and their own ſecular Relations , which 

are here requiſite ro be perform'd ; their 

Glorifi'd ſpirits may now, without any 

Immoderate devotion, imploy , I ſay 

not , their Time, bur their Erernity 1t 

ſelf, in Converſing with God , and fol- 

lowing the Lamb whicherſoever he 

goes: And congruouſly I obſerve , that 

the four myſterious Beaſts, allow'd ro 

approach nearelt ro the Throne of 

God , though their many wings , and 

more numerous eyes, intimate them of 

a very active nature, are repreſented to 

us in the Apocalypſe, as addicted but to 

one imploymeur, cealing ze!ther day wor 

night from ſayinz, Holte, Holte, Holte , verl. 8. 

Loyd God Almighty ; and from giutng 

Glory, and Honor, aud Thanks unto bim. 

And of thoſe that have whited thetr. Robes 

ix the EIood of” the Lamb, this account is 1n 

the ſame. Book given us , that they are Rev- 7- 

before the Throne of God , ani ſerve Him 

day and night in his Temple, So true is 

it , that no Degree of Seraphick Love 

can be Exceſſive, nay, not any Expreſ- 

ſion of ir Immoderate, unleſs ic be made 

fo, notby its Greatneſs, but by irs 1ur- 
pation, 


Rev. +. 6, 


, 
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2ti0n-3' whereby-it \elttier ingrofſes « 
mvades what belongs to its njur*d-an(f 
languihing Aflogiates,: Out Love unty 
the Creatures is a Preſent, bur unto God 
it is a' Tribute , and though ' we may 
cafily 'play 'the -Prodigals 'in parting 
Cover-treely ) with our Gifts, we can 
ſcarce. be { in the payment of our 


Debts ,. for, be the Summs never fo vaſt 
we pay away, their being-Due , in ſpite 
of their being Great- , makes the Dil- 
| burſenient roo much -an Act of Juſtice, 
to be one of | Profaſleneſs. Seraphick 
Love, ( whoſe Patſionateneſs is its belt 
Complexion ) has then molt approach'd 


ts nobleſt meaſure , when it can leaſt be 
meaſur*'d : nor ought its Extent to ad- 
mit any other Linuts than an utter Diſ- 
ability to cxcced thoſe thar terminare it, 
For he alone loves God as much as he 
Ouglht, that loving Him as much as he 
Can, ſtrives to repair the deplor'd im- 
perte&Htion of that Love, with an extream 
regret to find his. Love no Greater, 
Such a ſublimity of Love will belt entitle 
you to the Confolation accruing from: 
that memorable paſſage of St. Fob, 
where he ſays, that God 7s Love, aud he 
that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him, Which ſupplies me with a 

forcible 


Seraphick Love, 29. 
eForcible. Inducement, to invite you to. 
&n- cager aſpiring to. a Tranſcendenc 
n Devotion, ſince it' may render Selt- 
\Mdcnial ſo eafte, that *rwill (arlaft) al- 
noſt diveſt that name. For, this. ſub-. 
in Wimer Love being, by an intimate con= 
union VVithirs Objet, wholly devo- 
e&d.To it, and-.throughly retined from 
4/1 baſe. Droſs of ſelfiſhneſs and intereſt, 
ie Ynobly begers a moſt ſtrit Union of our 
Wills with God's, or (rather) a perte& 
Submiſſion of-. the one to the other. 
And thus, when it is become Your 
ot & Will to obey His, 10 diſpenſations of 
>1 Þ Providence will immoderately diſquiet 
\& © you , for, you poſſeſs your Withes in 
/_ Þ General, and in Bulk, though. poſſibly 
f. © not always in Retail, For, your chieteſt 
Deſire being to ſee your Maker's Will 
+ © fulflFd, your knowledge of his being 
» | the Soveraign and uncontroll'd Diſpoler 
| | of the Events, aflures you, that all Acs, 
. & cidents that can befall you, -are bur ex- 
a&t Accompliſhments of his Will, and 
conſequently of Yours, fo: far-forth' as 
that is included and compriz'd-in His. 
When you- have Reſign'd, or rather 
Conſign'd, your expropriated VVill: (if I 
may ſa.callit ) to God, and thereby (_as 
It were) entruſted him to YVullfor you ; 
ES a 


zZO 


 Seraphick Love. 
all his Diſpoſals of, and his Diſpenſatl} - - 
ons rowards you, are, in effec, the Ad 
of your own Will, with the advant: 
of cheir being Directed and Speciti 
by Him. An Advantage that does aff 
once aflure you both of cheir ReRtirud 
and Succeſs. God's Wiſdom, Power, 
and Love to you conſider'd , how much 
more liappy mult you be in your Op- 
tions of his chuſing for you, than your 
tmmediate own .? The Patient thinks 
himſelf obliged co gratifie his Phyſician 
for chuſing for him what ſorts of mea 
he is to feed on 3 though the Door be 
wont to make ſuch a choice for him, as 
deprives him of the Diſhes he bet 
Likes , and oftentimes confines him to 
thofke he Loaths. Alas , how often 
might God ſay of our Requeſts , as 
Chriſt did of thoſe of the rwo aſpiring 
Diſciples, Ye know not what ye ask 2 I ad-| 
mire, and bluſh to read in an Heathen 
Sacyriſt ſo Heavenly a Leflon, as , 


0 
[ 


Permittes tpſis expendere Numinibw , 


quid | 
C —_ nobis , rebuſque fit utile n0- | + 
ris : 
Nam pro Tucunds Utilis queque da- 
burt D1 , 


Charior 
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: Chartor et 1llis homo, quam þ; ſet ; 710s 


attmorum 
Impulſu, @& ceca prava / (ng cupidine 
daft, 
Conju gia petimuus partic WXOrIS 5 
at illis 
Notum, qui puert, qualiſque futars fit ; 
< UX0Y, 


Unto the ike Gods che care per- 


inks mit, | 

OE on what's for us and our affairs meR 7 

ph: They will fot Pleaſant things the Beſt 

" confer ; 

oft To whom Man ts; than to himſelf, 

_ more Gear, 

ap we by, by. our Blinder Paſſi jons led 3- 
ray 


Do be 2 Wife perhaps or (; hildren 


|. | "ir 
Which they may chance refuſe us out 

, of Love, 

Knowing - what both the Vitfe and 


Boys would prove. 


The confideration of which made a 
Heathen Philoſopher ſay, 'Thar he was 
wont onely in general tearms to beg 
Good things; of the Gods, leaving ir to 

D chem. 


Seraphick Love. 
them to determine what things wereſe: 
Good for him. And indeed, our ownhg 
Wiſhes are but too commonly as blind» 
as Rachel's, who having ſo eagerly lon; 
ged for Children, that (he impatienhhg 
Gen. 35. Cries, Grue me Children or elſe I dye, dicdfihel 
18. in Child-bearing : And as deltructiveſſue 
to the Withers, as their Longingiſþ:3 
prov'd to the murmuring 1ſrael:tes, whoſſhi/ 
Latin the wholeſome Manna ( thaſhor 
Num. tz. Bread of Angels) God had provided forſflrxt 
33+ chem, ate their own Bane in the Fleſh; 
they had ſo greedily lulted for. Thusle 
Li.damer , that ſo aiirighting virtue offi 
Self-denial proves to be little more that þ 
a Son's Letter of Actorncy to his Fatheryoi 
of whoſe paternal Kindneſs and con-oj 
ſummare Abilities in the managemenſif 
;of attairs, bis confidence amounts untoaf\ 
certainty. Nay, till my ſecond ThoughtYCe 
.check'd the ,over-forward Impetuolitm 
of my firſt, I was about to add ; SincfAr 
:God reſents: an: Infinite. ſatisfaction infſna! 
the accompliſhment of his” own Vil 
your Making over your whole Will te 
God, will impart to you that Felicity,ſſo 
:Proportion'd to; the degree of the Repl 
{ignment. And,as the Eye,whilt by theÞde 
;Optick Nerve ty'd unto the Head, laffgic 
; chain'd, can taſte delights, which it YO! 
| deac 


\ . 


Seraphick Love, 
lead to, being. once ſever d from ir, 


cre 


>Withough ( orherwtte ) ir enjoy the belt. 


lIndCondition of which its inanimate Na« 
” vre can be ſuppos'd to ke capable-: So 
nth 
lied (in Tendency, though not in Na- 
tiveture ) with your Maker's, as 'twere En- 
In@rafted inco God's, receive a New and 
who Enlarg'd pods; which will enable 
thahou ro contain, and rellith Joys, highly 
| forff-anſcending thoſe, which rhe fulleit 
lel(eruition of your private wiſhes were a- 
ule to Create. Thus Self-dental is a 
> offf.ind of holy Afſoctation with God, and 
hat by- making you his Partner ) interetles 
ierfPlou in all his happineſs, and acquiſiti- 
on-ons, And conſonantly we fee that Glo- 
enifi'd Saints and Blefled Angels, whoſe 
roaFWill have che mot exquiſire and. exact 
715}Conformity to God's, enjoy a Happineſs 
{t7Bmoſt approaching His ; whereas the 
nctFApoſtate Spirits, in a confirm'd Repug- 
| thElnancy to his Will, find the extremity of 
11 EWrerchedneſs. 


ay your Will by an Identity or Same- : 
fs 


33 


ltoff But though I dare not own, E:ndamor, 5,8, g. 


ty,ffo bold a Sally, yet I dare withour Scru- 
icfEple improve the Diſcourſe that prece- 
theded ir, to make our ro you an advanta- 
 loflgious Diference of Serapbick Love from 
Ordinary Flames. 2 he char makes 
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Seraphick Love, 


a. preſent of his heart to any Mort 
Beauty, even by her welcoming ir, : 

Jodging it with her own, grows ſubjet 
to have ir wounded in her Frealt. Tho 
misfortunes reach Him that would « 
therwiſe terminate in Her : Her afHi& 
ons torment him, whilſt his own repriew 


him; and the Felicity of two Perſon 


grows requifite to make one Happ) 
The letting: our our Love to mutabk 
Obje&s, doth bur Inlarge - our heart 
and make them the.. wider Marks fe 
fortune, and capable of being wounds 
in more-places : For, although Love mg 
as well make us participate the Joys, a 
reſent:.the Infelicities of the Partic 
lov'd- yet even the leaſt unhappy Pe 
ſons do in 1o fickle atd fo tempeſtuon 
a Sea,'as WE all find this VVorld, met 
with ſo: many more either croſs Wind 
or ſtormy -Gults, than proſperous Gales 
and we are ſo much more ſenſible q 
Pain, - chay Pleaſure, (an Aking-Cor 
though leſs than a Sickneſs, unfittingu 
to reſliſtiche otherwiſe perfe& health 
the whole Body ) that even Friend(hij 
it ſelf, though a nuich Calmer affeCtia 


-than Love, ought to be declin'd as in 
- jurtous to our Quiet, did we conſider it 
. bur. as: a: Partnerſhip of Fortunes, na 


T A 


Seraphick Love, 


ortalſin Exerciſe of Virtues. But he, whoſe 
, anviſer Loveſettles it ſelf on God, is nor 
1bjeqonly by che Immutable and even Effen- 
Thoſial happineſs of that Adorable. Obje, 
1d offecurd from Participated infelicities ; 
HiaMbur finds his perſonal crofles and di- 
riewitrefles ſweetrned by conſidering , thar 
rſonfVWhat he moſt loves 1s moſt Happy, and 
wpplſſas able as willing in due time ro make 
rablYHim ſo. And though Seraphick Love 
-argmakes us partake but God's Felicities, 
s fafyer his Acceptance of it makes hith re- 
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ndeſent Our Sorrows : 1z all their iffitHons EG. 63.,, 


nl be was aff:ed, ſays the Prophet, of God, 
5, Wand of the !ſ-aelites, And ſo the Son of 
rti& God, ( who is ſo much One with thoſe 


Perfithat love him, that both he as the Head, 


on and they as the Members,arc ſometimes, 


nc as making up One Body, call'd by One ; co. r2. 


i& Name, Chriſt ) though as high as Hea- 22- 


5M ven, above the reach of perſonal or im- 
of mediate Perſecutions, call'd our ro Sanl 
Jl for an intention of harming thoſe thar 


T i 
"of me 2 And, ro demonſtrate the tender- 
ut neſs of this Compaſſion, the Prophet 
aff ſays to the return'd /ſraelttes, concerning 


nY God , He that toucheth you, toucheth the Zach. 2.8. 


i Apple of his Eye. Nor is God's Com- 


off paſſion like a Miſtreſſes, a Grieving only, _.. , 


D 3 and 


lov'd him, Sael, Saul, why perſecuteſt thow 


* I 
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a. r. 7. to his Diſciples, ( 7t is not for you to knon 


Seraphick Love. 
and an uſeleſs Pity, whereby the ſug! e 


ring Lover is oftentimes Jeſs comtortgÞþai 
as 1t proceeds from her Kindneſs, thiſto 
afflicted, becauſc it breeds her Diſquig 
Burt God's is a Compaſhon , ttiow 
Attive, yet Serene, and worthy of Hi ft 
ſelf, which, without producing the Dif w 
compoſure, produces the Eflects of tif nc 
moſt ſenſible Pity, by engaging him ar 
a timely Relicf and Reſcue : As thi F 
freſhly mention'd Exprefion, 1s all thelff ( 


 offilions he was offified, is 1nmediate : 


tollow'd by , And the Angel of bis pn 
fence fates them, 1n his love, and inſt! 
pity, he redeemed them, and be bare thenlfi 
and carried them all the days of Old, Ye © 
this Pity, for its not diſturbing God t 
Happineſs, enclines him not the leſs off 1 
expreſs a ſenſe of our Miſeries, an 
makes us find (to uſe a Scripture phrakff | 
1 


Hzb. 4.16. as I would render 1t ) yep us uu 


Borgeixy, Grace for an opportune relief 
I ſay, with the Divine Wricer, az Op4 
pertune or Seaſonable relief , becauſe i 
comes not always when it is moſt De- 
fired, but when it is moſt Fit 5 And when 
that is, he that hath at once all preſent, 

aſt, and future things in his Proſped, 
rs fitteſt ro determine. Chriſt's words 


the 


Seraphick Love. 97 


© ſulfite Tine? or the Seaſons, which the Father 
fore hath put in bis ow power ) are applicable. 
S, thilto more Caſcs than that which occa- 
{quia fion'd them. The Carnaaznrtrſh woman Mi: 7.27 
thou muſt pur up a Refuſal, and the reproach- 
olff ful name ot a Dog, .( which yer, by the 
1 Di way, was a Paraphraſe commonly e- 
of tf nough us*'d by the Jews of che Heathen, 
him and as ſuch was undcrſtood by this The Text 


s thi Eris Gentile ant Greek.) The ![raelites *r5 her 
4 extraction 


/ thiffl ( compriſing the Patriarchs their pro-t 5570. 
late ous were reduced to wait four hun- evan 
5 plfÞ dred and thirty years, c'r they were in- gen 


46 troduced into the Promis'd Land ; and vith c-- 
ben during a great part of that Jong ſpace "**" 

Yo of time, languiih'd and groan'd under Gal. z. x7. 
od the heavy Burthens, and other as heavy 
s off Preflurcs, of the as crucLy as unſucceſs- 

an} fully politick £ gyptians, St. Paul him- Ez. 28, 
ral {elf pray'd the Lord thrice for the remo- {%... .. 
val of that rude oo TH 70294i, Thorntoj 
the fl-ſh ( whatever that may mean, ). 
Nay, of the Blefſed Virgin-Mother her Luk, 2.48 
ſelf, her Divine Son would not be found 

till the third Day, though the ſought him 
ſorrowing. And Lazarw, to whom, even 

during his Sickneſs, he vouchſafed ( a 

Title, to which all Ceſar's were but Tri- 

fles) the ſtyle of Friend, (which embold- Joh. x22. 
hed the pious hs Paraphraſe him 


4 by 


WHEN 
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verſ. 3. by a, He whom thou lou?) was permit- 


Mal. 3. 3+ 


Seraphick Love, 


red not only to Lye a-dying,but ro Dye, 
his Reſcue being deferr'd, till ir was 
thought impoſſible ; and, was ſo indeed 
to any lefs power than Omnipotence, 
Which manifeſts, that as no degree of 
Diſtreſs is unrelievable by his Power, 
ſo no Extremity of it is inconſiſtent with 
his Compaſſion, no, not with his Friend. 
ſhip. He whole Spirit inſpired the Pro- 
phets, is in the laſt of them repreſented 
under the notion of a Refiner : and 'ris 


not the cuſtom of Refiners to ſnatch the 


belov'd Metal our of the Fire, as ſoon 
as it fcels the violence of that purifyin 

Element, nay, nor as ſoon as it 1s Mele 
by it, bur they let it long endure the 
brunt of the active Flames, acuated by 


exciting Blaſts, till it have ſtood its due 


' time in the Fire, and there obtain'd its 


full Purity and Splendor. And I hope, 


you will give one that converſes with 


Furnaces, though he be no Pretender ta # 


the Philpſopher's Stone, leave to improve 
a Chymicall Metaphor,and obſerve, that, 
though in Afflictions, eſpecially Nati- 
onal or Publick Calamities, God often- 
times ſeems ro make no diſtin&ion be- 
twixt the Obje&ts of his Compaſſion, 
and thoſe of his Fury, indiſcriminately 
| 2 involving 


Seraphick Love, 


t- Yinvolving them in the ſame Deſtiny 


et his Pre-ſcience and Intentions make 
2 valt Difference, where his Inflitions 
do not ſeemto make Any : As, when 
on the ſame Teſt, and with the ſelf-ſame 
Fire, we urge as well the Gold, as the 
blended Lead, or Antimony ; but with 
fore-knowing and deſigning ſuch a diſ- 
parity in the Events, as to Conf the 
Ionobler Minerals, or blow them off 
ihto Droſs or Fumes, and make the Gold 
more Pure and full of Luſtre. 


39 


Ir is true, Lindamor, and ( not tobe Sef. 6. 


ſuſpeted of Partiality towards a Love 
which ſo little needs it, to be thought fir 
to be preferr'd before all other Paſhons) 
I ſhall acknowledge it, thar the Happi- 
neſs reſulting from thoſe many Prero- 
gatives, I have endeavour'd to diſcover 
to = in a Tranſcendent degree of Se- 
raphick Love, is moderated by ( the Ef- 
fes of that Sublimity ) the Eager De- 
fires it creates of a more complear Fru- 
ition, of its perfe& and Divine Obje&. 
Such aſpiring Sallies of rhe longing Soul 


made the languiſhing Spouſe in the Car- Cane. 2... 


ticles cry out , Stay me with Flaggons, 5: 


comfart me with Apples, for 1 am ſick of 


Love. Such made the raviſh'd Apos?le - 
deſire to return ( for fo I ſhou 


tranſlate 


Id rather Phil.r.23. 


40 Seraphick Love, 
tranſlate the word «v«)\v5% there, and þ 
* Luk: x2. I find it * elſewhere to ſignitic) ad to be 
36. with Chrift : And the Inſpir'd Poet thus 
exprelles his longings to tl;e Bletled Oh. 
Pal. 42. ject of them, AS ite Hart pazteth after the 
I>z2 water-brools, ſo pantet? my Soul after thee, 
O God. My foul thir$te:h fer God, for tl 
Iruing God : hen ſhall T come aiid appear 
before Gor | But, L1,damor,it was fit,that 
to clevate our thoughts and wiihes to 
Heaven, ſome peculiar and el{e-where 
Incommunicable degrees of Joy, ſhould 
be reſerv'd for us there. And 'tis a good 
ſign, and fuch as worldly Objc&s can- 
not-boaſt, when the Incompleatneſs of 
orr Seraphick Lover's happineſs in his 
fruitions, proceeds not from their want 
of Sarisfactorineſs, bur his want of an 
Entirer Poſſeſſion of Them. And let me 
tell you, L1zdamor, that even this uncafic 
State of Separation, is ſweetned with as 

much Allay as is conſiſtent with its bein 
a Grief. For, the Divine Evidence an] 
Teacher of God's love, pronouncing a 
Thirſt after Perfection to be a Title to it, 
( according to thoſe Scriptures, Bleſſed 
Vit. 5. 6. pre they that hunger and thirſt after Righ- 
teouſneſs : for, they ſhall be ſatisfied. And, 
Rev. 22; Let him that 1s a thirſt come, and whoſoever 


I7- wil,let him take of the water of Life free 9 
and, 


Seraphick Love. | 


and the Joys of Heaven being fo vaſt, 
that they diduſe their Nature to all the 
grounded Hopes men have to obrain 
them ; each new Aflurance is anew De- 
gree of them, and is acceptable to our 
Hope , though uneafie to our Deſires. 
And theſe Baitings at compleat Felicity 
ſhould nor be more hea rs for rhe 
preſent Diſquict they ſuppoſe, than the 
Contrary for the Zeal they argue, and 
the Felicity they promiſe. For this pro- 
duftion of the Spirit in our hearts may 
be juſtly tearmed, as the Spirit himſelf in 


Scripture is, 4» earne#t ; which, though . c«.,... 


by being ſuch, it confeffes it ſelf nor ro 
be the Entire ſumm, yer is not onely a 
Parr of it, buta Pledge : And, Lixda- 
mor, how Supportable is this thus-qual- 
lif'd Allay of the Joys of Seraphick 
Love, in compariſon of the Diſquiets 
and the Torments that are wont to at- 
tend Senſual Love ? I ſhall nor loſe time 
to enumerate how many it is ſuppoſed - 
to have ſent to their Graves; becauſe, 
though I find thoſe Tragical Stories rife 
enough in Romances, yer I find them 
Rarities every where bur in thoſe Fabu- 
lous Compoſures z and though I have 
had the Curioſity to viſit ſome of thoſe 
warmer Regions, where the —_ of 

ove 


Seraphick Love. 
Love are thought ro burn with more 
violence, yet ( bating the Duels and the 
Pox) I remeinber nor to have obſerv'd 
Love to have ever been the Death of a- 
ny Man : unleſs, ſpeaking like Philoſo- 
phers, who make Reaſon the Efſenrial 
Conſtituent Form of a Man, we will 
affirm, rhat Love, by derhroning Reaſon, 
though it leave the Lover alive, doth 
kill che Man. Bur, though I am loath to 
put fo bad a Complement upon Man- 
kind, as ro ſay, That Love is wont to De- 
troy Men's lives ; yetirhink it would be 
no Calumny to ſay, It much Diſquiets 
them. I could ask you, How long many 
a Lover muſt continue a Servant to pur- 
chafe the Honour of being taken notice 
of to be ſo > And I could recruit that 
Queſtion with pretty ſtore of others of 
the like nature, bur that I ſuppoſe your 
Memory will fave my Pen the labour of 
repreſenting to you the Torments of 
Love, which they that Feel them, would 
little leſs juſtly than they do frequently 
tyle Martyrdoms, if the Greatneſs on; 
ly, without the Cauſe and ObjeR. of 
Men's ſufferings ſuffic'd ro make them 
Martyrs. And though the Condition 
of Lovers be in Romances fo dexterouſ- 


ly a:d delightfully deſcrib'd, that nor 


only 


1 the 
rvqd 


Seraphick Love, 


ore ff only Sanguine Readers are tranſported, 
bur even 4 my fſclt have been ſurpriſed 


ito Inclinations, to Admire and Envy 
their Felicity; yet when ſome I was con- 
cern'd for, have been really .concern'd 
and engag'd 1h ſuch adventures, my En- 
vy quickly rurn'd 1uto- Piry, For, the 


' Repulſes, rhe Regrets, the Jealouſies, 


the Fears, the Abſences, the Deſpairs, 
and- the reft of the attlicting Diſquiets 
of Lovers ; though in a Ro- 
mances they are ſoon Read over by the 
diverted Peruſer ; yet they are not ſo 
ſoon Weather'd out, nor ſo caſily Sup- 


| ported by the - Diſconfolate . Lover, 


whoſe Infelicities, though they: may be 
— ſo handiomely deplored, as to 

elipht the Reader ; yet truſt me, Ley- 
damor, *tis a much happier condition to 
be Free from misfortunes, than to be 
able ro Complain Eloquently of them. 
And as I have with delight beheld a 
Storm excellently drawn by ſome rare 
Artiſt's Penfil ; but when I was this 
Spring toſt by the rude Vinds, that blew 
me out of Holland, I found a real Storm 
a very troubleſome and uneafie rhiug : 
So the condition of a Lover, though, 
drawn by a ſmooth Pen, it is wont 


ſtrangely to affe& and pleaſe us; yer 


when 
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| Seraphick Love. 

when Men ate really engaved in it, they 
find it full- of hardihips and- diſquiet. 
*Tis a much berrer condition--to be 
Look'd on; than Embrac'd ; and Expe- 
rience gives Men of it much (ſadder and) 
more unwelcom Notions than Deſcrip- 
tion did. .Nor phancy, Z:indamor, that 
the Troubleſomneſs of your ſufferings 
in Love proceeded but from their not 
being Acceptable ro her for whom you 
endur'd them ; for, had -your Miſtreſs 
crown'd them with Myttle, and prov'd 
as kind ro you as Hymen' could have 
made her, yet, I fear, ſhe could have Re- 
compenc'd you but by Niſabuſing you, 
and could not have freed you from the 
Need of happineſs, but onely from a 
Miſtake-concerning it. For, me-thinks, 
L1ndamor , moſt of theſe Tranſitory 
| Goods, that we are ſo fond of, may not 
unfitly be” reſembled to rhe Senſitive 
Plant, which you have adinir'd at Sr0- 
Garden 3 for, As, though we Gazc 
on It with Attention and Wonder, 
yet, when we come to Touch it, the 
Coy deluſive Plant immediately 
ſhrinks in its diſplayed leaves, and 
Contracts it ſelf into a Form and Di- 
menfions , diſadvantagiouſly differing 
from the former 3 which it again re- 
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cos by degrees, when rouch'd no 
longer : So theſe Obje&s, that charm us 
be ar a dftance, and whilit gaz'd on with 

pe- the cyes of Expectation and Deſire ; 
nd) Þ when a more iminediate PofſeTion hath 
ip Þ put them into our Hands, their former 
hat © Luſtre vaniihes, and they appear quite 
19s differing things from whar betore they 
ot ſeed ; rhough atter Deprivation or 
ou | Abſcnce hath made us torget their 
ſs Emprineſs, and we be reduc'd to look 
'd F tipon them agatn at a Diſtance, they re- 
ve © cover in molt Men's eyes their former 
= © Bcaucy, and are as capable as before to 
!, | inveigle and delude us. I muſt add, 
e | Lirdwmor, that when I compare to rhe 
2 | Senlitive Plant moſt of theſe Tranfirory 
) things, that are flatter d with the title 
7 of Goods, 1 do not out of that number 
; except molt Miſtrefles. For, though I 
* | am no ſuch enemy to Matrimony, as 
ſome (for want of underſtanding the 
Raillery, I have ſometimes us'd 1n or- 
dinary diſcourſe) are pleas'd to think 

me, and would nor refuſe you my Ad- 
vice (though I would nor ſo readily give 
you firty Example ) to turn Votary to 
Hymen yet I have obſerv'd ſo few Hap- 
py Marches, and fo many unfortunate 
'ohes ; and have o rarely cen Men love 
: zheir 


; £ ol 
Wong 
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Seraphick ' Love. 
their Wives at the rate they did, whil 
they were their Miſtreiſes ; that. I won 
der not, that Legiſlators thought it ne 
ceffary to make Marriages Indiſoluble 
to make them Lafting. And I cannd 
firlier compare Marriage than to a Lot. 
tery ; for in both, he,that Ventures my 
Succeed, and may Miſs , and if he dray 
A Prize, he hath a rich Return of hi 
Venture : Bur in both Lotteries ther 
lies: pretty ſtore of Blanks for ever 
Prize, . And for your particular, £1 
damor, the World is much miſtaken in 
both your Humors, if Hermrore's and 


Yours be not ſo unſuitable , thar (tof 


make haſte from ſo. nice a Subje&) had 
ſhe; juſtift'd your expeRation of her 
kindneſs, you would have potleſs'd the 
Perſon without poſleſſing the Happi- 
neſs you expected : And might have 
found your ſelf as ſenſibly mrs. age 


by her Grant as you were by her 


. Change, 


But I forget, Lindamor, that I re- 


folv'd nor to inſiſt on Parallels ; and 


therefore, inſtead of proſecuting the 
Diſcourſe my Pen has flipt into, con- 
cerning the advantages of Seraphick, 


 compar'd with ordinary, Love ; I ſhall 
venture to encourage you to the For- 
| mer,” 


An, wu Fo, of 
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Seraphick Love. £ "47 
mer, by ſhewing' you, that your paſt *' 
addictedneſs to the Larer, may prove 
ſerviceable to you init: Yes, L1:damor, 
I ſhall nor ſcruple to tell you, that your 
ſtrong Paton for Hermrone may not a 
lictle tacilitare your Devotion, partly by 
may breaking all the Chatns, excepting one, 
Iray that fa/tned your Aﬀection to un {arisfy- 
hy ing Objects, and reftrain'd it from ſoar- 
here ins to the ſublimelt z and partly, by ex- 
Very alcins yout Paſſion to a Height fit for 
the Seraphrck flames. For, Love hath this of 
1 10 Noble, that it makes us divelt our ſelves 
and of Sclkihnels, flight fortune! Juict rlafety, 
( tof honour, life, and all our own Concern- 
nad ments, WHEN their comung into Compe- 
herfÞ tition with the Lov'd parties Interelts, 
the may. render their facrifice acceptable to 
pl- her; and makes us think Goods or 11ls 
ve deſerve thoſe names, but as they come to 
ed us From or Through Her. You could 
er ſcarce have learn'd a | better Leilon, even 
from a much berter Maiter ; for, Love 
e- © having tlius accuttom'd you ro ( what 1s 
id thought moſt dificulr in that Virtue ) 
ce EF the Acts of Self-denial, you need almo!t 
l- F but Transfer your Aames from an Infe- 
's © rior and Miſtaken, ro their True and 
1 Nobleft Obje&t, and you will have ex- 
- & alted and refined your Love into Devo- 
F] Lt tions \ 


ant 


Seraphick Love. 
tion ; to the latter of which, a ſublime 
Elevation of the firſt is ſuch a Diſpo- 
fition, as the having formerly by looſer 
Airs and (perchance ) wanton Songs, 
learn'd to Improve and tro Command 
ones Voice,is,tothe skill of Singing thoſe 
deyout Hymns and Heavenly Anthems, 
in which the Church-Militant ſeems 
ambitious to emulate the Triumphant, 
and Eccho back the ſolemn Praiſes and 
Hallelujahs .of the Celeſtial Quire, 
And, as by Hunting, though ( poſhbly) 
we follow but ſome poor tugitive Hare, 
or ſome {luch Trifling Game, we gain 
that Vigor, that Sutterance, and Agi- 
liry, that fits us for the Toils and Muli- 
tary Hardihips that are exacted 1n the 
perſute of Glory, and of Empire : So 
though in Love ( Devotion's Prentice- 
(hp) the Courted Creature be often 
conſiderable enough, to make our Ele- 
ctions fir ro be numbered among ſuch as 
thoſe that made Love be. Painted 
Blind z yet inthe Progreſs and ConduRt 
of our Paftion, we contract ſuch diſ-in- 
tereded and refien'd Habitndes, as, be- 
ing preferr'd to ſcrve Crelettial Objects, 
do excellently qualifte us for Devo- 
tion. And, 1n erect, a fervent Love 


ſcems little ejſe, than Devotion mil- 
addreſ}, 


ps. Hg, en _ 4 oy 
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addreſt, where our own very Expreſſions 
may ſerve to. difatuſe us; For, when 
you give your Miſtreſs the Style of 
Goddeſs, and ralk of norhingto her, but 
Offering up of hearrs, Adoring, Sacti- 
fices, Martyrdoms ; does nor all this 
imply, that though ir be Said to her, *ris 
meant to a Divinity : which is ſo much 
the True and Genuine Obje& of Men's 
Love, that we cannot exalt that Paſfion 
for any Other, withour inveſting it with 
the Notion and Attrilures of God ?. As 
Children diſcloſe the inbred kindneſs 
they have for thoſe Perſons, by calling 
the Babies thcy mott doar upon by their 
dear Mcther's, or lov'd Nurſes Names, 
And, as -aron, and the revolting Jews, Ex29. 32. 
by juſtifying ro themſelves their Ado- oy”++- 

ration of the Idols they had fer up, by later «& 

attriburing the Title of God to whar #ic> ir 

they Ador'd, did tacitly acknowledge id, hes 
Adoration to be due onely to the Deity : the Feaſt 
So does a Lover, by naming what he! FT 
Worthips, a Divinny, tacitly confeſs nyrpy , 

the Deity to be the proper Object of 9 f#*- 


vah, the 


. that higheſt and peculiar ſtrain of VVor- ;.cjir 


(hip, Name of 
And this Truth, Lindamor, the very => + 
Ficklencls of Lovers concurs to teſtific : 5,4, 8, 

For, what Men call, and thigk Incon- 


E 2  ſtancy, 
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ſtancy, is nothing bur a Chaſe of Perfe& 
Beauties, which our Love fruitleſly 
follows, and ſecks in Several Obje&ts, 
becauſe he finds it not entire in any 
One; for , Creatures have but ſmall 
and obſcure fragments of it, which can- 
not Fix, nor Satisfic an Appetite, born 
For, and (though unwillingly ) aſpiring 
Unto, God: Who is proclam'd the true 
and proper Object of our Love, as well 
by Men's ficklenefs to Women, as the 
Angel's conſtancy to Him, Jult as the 
rrembling reſtleſneſs of the Needle in 
any but the North Point of the Com- 
paſs, proceeds from, and manifeſts its 
inclination to, the Pole; its Paſhon for 
which, both irs Wavering and its Reſt 
bear equal witneſs to. Thar unſatis- 
fi'dneſs with tranſitory Fruitions, that 
Men deplore as the Unhappinefs of 
their Nature, is indeed the Privilege of 
it ; as 'tis the Prarogative of men not to 
care for, or be capable of, being pleas'd 
with Whiſtles, Hobby-horſes, and ſuch 
fond Toys as Children doat upon, and 
make the ſole Objects of their Deſires 
and Joys. And by this you may, L:n- 
damor, in ſome degree imagine the un- 
imaginable Suavity, that the fixing of 
ones Love on God ts able to blcſs the 


Soul. 
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Soul with ; fince, by ſo Indulgent a Fa- 
ther, and Competent a Judge, as God 
himſelf, the decree'd Uncontentingneſs 


of all other goods, is thought richly re- 


paired by irs being brit an Aptneſs to 

ove a Riſe to our Love's ſettling there, 

And hitherto, my dearclt £:damor, 
I have endeavour'd to recommend unto 
you Seraphick Love, by mentioning ſome 
of its Properties, which ſcem to relate 
more to the Love it {clf, than to the di- 
vine Objc& of it. ButT tear you'l think, 
I have too long entertain'd you with 
Conſiderations, which beſides that they 
are not altogether the Importanteſt that 
belong to this-Diſcourſe ; I have been 
by hafte reduc'd to Pen in the unaccu- 
rare Order, wherein they oter'd them- 
ſelves ro My thoughts, not the Method 
wherein I ſhould have preſented them to 
Yours, 


And therefore , Lrndamoer, ſince the $75. x06, 


Nobleſt and Supreme Motives to the 
Love of God conlfilt in his own infinite 
Perfeftions and Prerogarives; and ſince, 
the Properties of God's Love to us do 
advantage us much more, ( and conſe- 
quently are likelier to endear Devotion 
tous ) than thoſe of ours to Him : The 
former not onely moving God to Kin- 
i B 3 dle 


"ect, 


G1 


9, 
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dle in ns, bur to Cheriſh and Foment, 
and (if our own wilful extinction inter- 

ole,not) to Crown the latter : For ca 
bot theſe reaſons, I ſay, L1,damor, IM P: 
doubr not but you'l think it ScaſonableÞſ to 
for me to proceed, to conſider that © 
Higher ſort of Motives ro Devotion, | R 
and to evince, that the ſeveral things | U! 
which are wont mott ro Engage andfſh 5 
Heighten out afedtions,' do, 1n a pecu- vi 
har and tranſcendent manner, Shine 1: 


forth and Conltcllate in God, That, Þ 


you know, which enamour'd you offi | 
Hermtone, I need not prove to you, tofff © 
have been your ſuppoſing her full of | « 
Lovclineſs and Excellencics in her ſelf, 


and your believing, that the Love ſhe 
youchſafed 'you was Great, Free, Con- 
ſtant, or Advantagious to yon. And that 
All theſe properties do not onely emi- 
nently Exilt, bs {Nluſtrioufly Concur in 
God, and in his Love ; Imuſt now, L:- 
aamor , (with ſtrong defires of doing it 
Proſperouſly ) attempt to manifeit. 

Sef, 11, Firſt then, our higheſt Love is made 
| Gol's due by the Excellency and Pre- 
rogative of his Nature. Burt, truſt me, 
Lindamor, when ( neceſſitated by a Me- 
thod exacted by the nature of this Diſ- 
Louirle') I find my ſelf engaged to ſay 


ſomc- | 


| 
| 


Seraphick Love, 53 

ſomething by way of celebration of 

God's Perfections : 1 am very ſenſible, I 

For - can bur derract from what 1 detire to 

-, I Praife,and mult unevitably appear unable 

ble to ſpeak Worthily of a Theme,to which, 

har even Seraphims themſelves cannot do 

2n, | Right. And if, as the Scriprure a:tures 

395 us, thoſe things never fell under rae 

nd Senſes, nor entred the Thoughts of men, ; C.2.9. 

-u- Y which God has reſcrv'd fer thoſe that 

ne} love him ; how Incffable aud Incompre- 

at, | henfible muit choſe things te which he 

of # has reſerv'd for Himſclt 2* the infnite 

ro | - Superiority of his Nature above all 

of | Created Beings, placing a valt diſpa- 

rity berwixt his greateſt communicated 

ic Vouchlafements, and his Boundleſs, and 

1- # therefore to Creatures Incommunicable, 

1  Perfections, 

- Wonder not therefore , Lindamor, 

n# that my weak Eyes dare not dwell long 

- upon an Object, which they cannot {ted- 

th faltly gaze on long without betng 
daz'd : And do not marvel, thart I ſcru- 

# ple notto uſe ſceming Hyperboles in the 

mention of Perfe&tions, which make the 

highelt Hyperboles bur ſeeming ones : 

Both God's Nature and his VWord de- 

claring him to be exalted above all bleſ= Net. g. 5. 


fng and praiſe. If it were ſeafonable, 
| E 4 Lins 
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L:zdamor, to entertain our ſelves hy 
with thoſe Attributes of God, witch are 
Legible or Conſpicuous in the Creati, 
on 3 We might tt:cre diſcern the admj. 
rable Traces of ſuch immenſe Power, 
ſvch unſearchable Wiſdom, and ſuch 
exuberant Goodneſs, as may juttly ra- 
vith vs to an Amazement at them, ra- 
ther than a bare Adquration of tnem, 
And I mult reeds acknowledge, L1z- 
damor, that waen with told Teleſcopes 
I ſurvey the Old and Newly diſcover'd 
Stars and Planets that adorn the upper 
Region of the World ;. and when with 
excellent Microſcopes I diſcern in other. 
wiſe Inviſible Objects, the unimitable 
Subrilty of Nature's curious Work: 
manſk1p z and when, in a word, by the 
help cf Anatomical Knives, and tlic 
light of Ch:ymical Furnaces, I ſtudy the 
Book of Nature, and conſult the Glol- 
ies of AriSiotle, Epicsrus, Paracelſus, 
Harvey, Helment, and other learn'd Ex- 
poſitors of that Iiftructive Volume ; I 
tind my felt oftentimes reduc'd to ex- 
clame with the Plalmilt , How mazifold 


.are thy works, O Lord? in wiſdom ha#t 


thou made them all | And when I have 
been loſing my felt in admiration of 
what I Underſtand not, bur cnough 

| tQ 


c by 
n ate 
Cats, 
11fþ 
ver, 
(uch 
ra- 
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o Admire, and nor to Comprehend I 
m often obliged to interrupt or break off 

y Enquiries, oy applying to the Works 
of God's Creation the Expreſſion us'd by 


St. Paul, of thoſe of his Providence, O the Rom. 1c. 


depth of the Riches, both of the wiſdom and.33: 
tnowled ze of God | how unſearchabie are bis 
judgments, ard hrs ways untraceable) And 
Exclamations of this Nature may the at- 
tentive 'Confideration of any other of 
God's Attributes deſervedly produce. Bur 
having elſe-where treated of this Subject 
ina pecultar Diſcourſe, I ſhall now, £7::- 
damor, invite you to conſider with me, 
how much You, and thoſe that are Con- 
ſcious to their having Virtue enough in 
themſelves, ro make them prize 1t 1n 
Others, are in love with Cato, Sczpro, and 
thoſe other Heroes, that did Ennoble, and 
almoſt Exceed Mankind, upon the bare 
knowledge of their Virtues ; although 
from them we derive no Perſonal advan- 
tage,(their Death havingnumerons Ages, 
preceded our Nativity. ) Since then we. 
pay.ſo much difinterelt Love to ſome few 
Faint and 11[-refin'd Virtueszthat ne'r did. 
profit us : how much on ſuch a Score,and 
2tthat Rate, ſhould we Love him, who 
ſopoſleſſes allPerfeions,thar each of his: 
PerfeRions is Infinite > Were you and Þ 
Our 
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our own Creators, Lixdamor, and why 
ly independent upon God, without eith 
Need or Hope -to taſte his Bounty, h 
native Excellencics,and what he has do 
for Others, ſhould ſurely Raviſh us, « 
Enamor us of Him. Though his Bene 
firs to us did not entitle him to our Lowe 
his Eflence (the Source and onely Me 
tive of thoſe Benefits ) would give him; 
Right rot 3 and though we ow'd hin 
nought for what Ve are, we yet ſhould 
owe him Love for what He is. Heigl Sy 
that glorious Sun , From whom (aff 
Beams) all created Pertec&tions flow, and 
In whom they all concentre. To omit 
God's Soveratgn Majeſty, (which places 
him ſo high, that but to own for him fo 
Familiar and Levelling an affetion as 
Love, much more to expect to be Re- 
lov'd by Him, were nor the leaſt ſawcy 
Preſumprion Man could be guilty of, did 
not his own Commands make it a Duty.) 
Not to infift on this, I ſay, Let us a while 
conſider that proper and peculiar attra- 
&ion of Love, his Lovelineſs ; which is 
ſuch, thar, did we bur once (ee it, -all 
Crearure-competitions ( even we being 
Judges ) would then be as Impoſlible as 
Efa. 6. 7, They are now Unjuſt. In the Fifth Evan 
gelit's Prophetick Viſion, the gs 
| them- 
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mſelves (thoſe slorions Ornaments of 
e Cxeleitial Hierarchy)are repreſented 
Ws Covering their taces in God's pre- 
nice, cicher Bluihing ar their Compara- 
Vive Defortuity, or Unable ro Suſtain rhe 
nqualifi'd Splendor of ſo Divine Bright- 
neſs ; whence perhaps it became of old 
che Jewith faihion (as ſome frequent Ex- 
preiſions in their Writers intimate) when 
they went to Pray, to Vetl their heads 
and faces ; ( rnough now I have in their 
eff Synagogues ſeen them onely Cover theit 
(aff heads, not their faces, with thoſe white 
ind Garments they wear at their publick De- 
ut votions.) And, Lindamor,if Moſes's faces 
es by but a few days Converſe with God, 
lo reflected ſuch a Light as dazP'd mortal 

Eyes; and if his ſwift Poſts the Angels, 
= when ſent on Errands to us here onEarth, 
y | even when, they may be ſuppos'd ( if I 
| may ſo ſpeak ) to wear their Travellitg 


Cloaths, and ſtoop as much to our frail- 
ty1n the Form, as the Region, they ap- 
pear to us in, do, in ſpight of that dark- 
ning Condeſcenſion, fo much Tranſcend 
all Objects here on Earth, that the Scrip- 
ture often menrions, That even thoſe that 
alpir'd to imitate their Virtues, were 
confounded at their Preſence * And if, in 
this yeiling Habir,they appear ſo r_"_ 
that 
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chat their thus diſadvantag'd Beautyj 
made the Complement and rAyperbole 
char Quality 5 what may we, or rathe 
what may we not, conclude of God hin, 


"VY | 
— planted the Ear ſhall be not bear 2 be tha 


He that Imparts a Faculty, or an Excel. 
lence to the Creature,ſhall not he himſe| 
much more eminently Poileſs it > Andin 


Beauties are but faint Shadows (or tru- 

lier, Foils) of His. Thoſe drops of Pret: 

tineſs, fcatteringly ſprinkled amongſt the 
Creatures,were deſign'd to Defzcate and 

Exalt our Conceptions, not to Inveigle 

or Detain our Paſſions ; for, God did 

ne'r intend them to Terminate our Love, 

but onely by our Eyes to exalt our Faith 

above them , and by rhe Beauties: our 

Sight can apprehend,to raiſe us toa Con- 
fidence,thar rhere is in their Author more 

than we can either See or Comprehend, 

> King. 2, Like Elfjab's fiery Chariots, though they 
II. be Pure and Bright,and conliſt of the No- 
bleſt and Gloriouſeſt materials, they arc 

meant by God bur to carry us up to Him, 

Gen. 24. And as the Patriarch's Steward was fur- 
10---53. niſh'd with ſo ſumptuous an Equipage to 
court: Rebecca, not for himſelf, bur for 


ſelf, of whom the Scripure ſays, Hethaff® 


formed the Eye ſhall he not ſee 8 That is", 


effet, rhe moſt unblemiſh'd Createdif 


Iſaac 5; 


aury $3 fo allche Lovelineſs imparted to 
ole We Creature is lent ir,but togive,us ſome 
atheſore inlarz'd Conceptions of that vaſt 
| hin $onfluence and Immenfity that exube- 
re th ſees in God. To make the righteſt uſe of 
- th Fading Beauties, you mult conſider God 
t id chem, as you were wontto do your 
xce.Fliltreſs's Picture and irs Cryital Co- 
ae: Where, though that native Glaſs 
dixfvere Pure and Lovely, and very richly 
eg4g'd » yet m_ on it was not the 
ry, FChietelt Buſineſs of your Eye ; nor did 
er. ou in it Ternunare your Sight, bur gree- 
he Wdily look Through and Beyond ir, upon 
the adored Image that ſolid veil betraid. 
e-thinks Seraphick and our common 
L:vers behold Exterior Beauties with a 
Ditterence reſembling that wherewith 
Children and Aſtronomers conſider Ga- 
Lle's Optick Glaiies, (with one of which 
Teleſcoproes that I remember I ſaw at Flo- 
rence, he merrily boaſted that he had, 
Trot ato la Corte a Giove ) which the one 
prizes moſt for what they Appear ; rhe 
other,for what they Diſcover. For Chul- 
dren contenting themſelves to wonder at 
the Length, and fall in love with the 
Workmanſhip and Gildings of the Tube, 
do thus but Gaze upon them 5 whereas 
Aſtronomers Look Througn them, aiid, 

ſcarce 
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ſcarce taking notice of the unuſual Onſþrd 
ments, or the Shape, employ them rit 
find our unknown Lighes in the Sky, ojllt 
' rodeſcry in Heaven bright Stars, unſqÞuſ\ 
betore, and other Caoleſtial Novel 
and Beauties, | ant. 
$7. 12. I deny not, Lintamor, thar God bits 


been pleaſed ro adorn ſome of his Crt 
tures with Hints and Imprefſes,as well fn 
his Lovelinc(s as his other ExcellencighW® 
but they do much more fauntly and iſo 
perfectly reſemble Him,than the count? 
feit Sun we ſometimes ſee in a Clonfſ®% 
emulates the True one, by whoſe 
fracted and Reflected Beams, ſome acu the 
modern Naturaliſts ſuppoſe it to be proj 
duc'd. For though this Derivative Su P! 
thine with a not-inconſiderable Luſtre: 
comparatively ro the reſt of the darfſ®® 
. Cloud it canobles, yet is it not onely af ® 
much injerjour to the true Sun in Bright lo 
neſs, as in Height; bur it-enjoys aloneg} 
Precarious, Dependent, and almoit Moy © 
mentary Being, which often it loſes i 
a very- Short time, and never attains te 
preſerve a very long one. And theret, 


£ Ore, 
to negle& that ſupreme Reſplendency 
that (h1nes in God, for thoſe dim Repre- 
ſentations of it, that we ſo doat on in the 


Creature, is as przpoſterous, _ ab- 
urd, 
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1 Onflird, as it were for a Petſian to offer his 
em Bacrifice to a Parhelion, ( as the Greeks 
y, gall that Meteor ) inſtead of adoring the 
Fun, And certainly, Lindamor, it our 
vekim ſight, like that of the Prophet's Ser- 


Sha covered with Horſes and Chariots *7: 
of Eire, were privileg'd to diſcern other- 
ie Inviſible Objects ; our raviſh'd Eyes 
ould behold Lovelineſs enough in God, 
aomake us incellantly exclamein the Lan- 


i Goodpeſs, and how great bis Beauty | Agree- 
Yably whereunto we may obſerve, That as 
cuff the Load-ſtone doth attract moſt power- 
prof fully the brighteſt Needles, made of the 
Su purett Steel,and thoſe thar moſt approach 
trelf 1; ſo Angels, who, of all Created Be- 
lar ings,cnjoy the unclouded'it Lighr,and the 
ya. molt clear Knowledge of their Maker, do 
kf love him with a Conſtancy ſo fix'd, that 
<A in five thouſand and ſome odd Centuries 
[oF of Years, (e{Hux'd ſince theCreation)chey 
inf} could ever ſee any thing, either In God, 
or Out of Him,capable to ſeduce them to 
a Change. God's Loveliteſs ( which is 
ſuch, that the Erernal Fruition of himſelf 
Creates even His Felicity ) 1s like rare 
Muſick, which,though it do delight all irs 
partakers, the Knowingelt - Artiſts - 
: 0 


ant, who ſaw the Mountains near DPo- 2 King, 6. 


quage of the Prophet , How great 4 bis 7xch.9.17. 
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do highlieſt Value, and are molt ravilh and 
with the Tranſports it producerh, - bei 6 
proportion'd to the degrees of the if 
fulneſs of its admirers. The Apoſty 
Spirits indeed deſerted their firſt Static 
not frighted rhence by any blemiſh thi}; qj 
deſcry'd in God ; bur probably fell by ;, | 
ſawcy AfeRation of a Parity, and pre 
Divines tell us) a Sacrilegious aſpiring ch 
Perfed&tions, which they were criminal th 
unable ro behold, without wiſhing thaff (11 
their own.And for their preſent Separatiff ;, 
on fromGod,ir is their Curſe and Puni 
ment. Atid I ſhall ingenuoutly confeſs1f 1 
you, £1:4amor, that by the advantagiouſif , 
Idea'sIentertain'd of God's Perfectionsll y 
have been ſomrimes inclin'd ro think, thalff ;, 
the reaſon why God tells 4:eſes, Thou caſo 
Fxcd. 33: not ſee my face, for there ſhall no man ſee mh; 
2C. ard live, might be,thar, (as Tranſcendenif 

Objects deſtroy the Senſe) ſo Lovely and 
Glorious a ſight ( whoſe Continuanc 
ſhall make our Happineſs in Heaven) | 
would lct in Joys, and would create De-ſſl 
fires, too Mighty for frail Mortality wilſ 
ſuſtain, The ravith'd Soul being thewnſl 
ſuch Game as That, would bate ſo cager- p 

i 


ly, that ſhe would break thoſe Leaſhes 

that tie her to the Body, ( and therebyl 

hinder her flight to that wih'd Union) © 
| and 
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"Sand che glad Heart (too narrow a Recep- 
 Dezcle for ſo much Joy) to make room for 
ſuch Gueſts, would {tretch unto aRupture, 
"Sf Longing or Joy, have ſometimes ſingly 
reach'diDegrees,that have made ry - 
Fral; And why then ſhould their Union 
in ſuch Extremes be thought uncapable of 
producing the like effe& > Nor is it per- 

T chance more a Privilege of the next Life, 

us that we ſhall then ſee God, than that we 

'S (hall ſurvive that glorious Sight ; which 

74S is too dazling an Object tor Mortal Eyes, 


50 tal ſhall have put on tmmortaltty. But I muſt 5+ 
F 10 longer Joſe my ſelf in a Theme, on 
© which it is ſo cafic to ſpeak Much, and fo 
""Y impoſſible to ſay Enough. 1f I be not very 
"FF much miſtaken, they arc ſo, who preſume 
" "Y togiveus (arisfactoryDetinicions of Gods | 
& Nature, which we may perhaps more ſafe- 
ly Define by the Impoliibility of irs being 
accurately Defined. And I muſt confeſs, 
")F 1 dothe ſeaſt expedt the beſt Deſcription 
-Y of the Divine Nature, from thoſe thar are 
0 moſt forward torake upon them to Expli- 
'" cate it: For our Vords being but the Re- 
"-Y preſentations of our Notions,and they be- 
}Y ing necef{arily Finite, as our Being ;. few 
7} men are ( me-thinks ) more likely to be 
miſtaken in the Nature of whar's Infinite, 
F (and 


till (to uſe St. Paul's Expreſſion) Our MOr= x Cor. 15. 


AR. 22.6, 
II. 
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(and conſequently of God's Attributes). 
than thofe. that think Deſctiptions can, 
comprize it.” Nor will an Attiduity and 
Conttancy'of our Speculations hercin re. 
lieve us; tor too fix'd a Contemplario1. of 
GodsEtſence does burthe more confound 
us.As I rememher,St. Paul tells the Jews, 
that he could not ſee fur the Glory of tha 
[:2ht, that ſhen from Heaven about hinrax 
his Converſion. And this the famous Srmus 
aides experimentally found, who bel 

ask'd whar God was, took a days rlme to 
conſider of it ; after,being call'd upon for 
his anſwer, he deſir'd Two days longer to 
thinkuponit;and, when they were expir'd, 
demanded Four days longerzand fo contis 
nu'd a great while, each time Encreaſing 
his Demands for Reſpite; cill,being prett 
to givean Account of ſuch a Dilatory way 
of proceeding, he ingenuouſly acknow- 
ledg'd;that the longer heConſider'dGods 
Nature, the leſs he Comprehended it, 
And indeed, Experience teacheth nus,that 
they that gaze ſtedfaftlielt on the noon- 
days Sun,can leaſt of all diſcern what ir is, 
being rather DazP'd than Inftruced by fo 
confounding an Obje&. Nor,is it onely, 
Ltndamor,a task of too greatDithculty tot 
a meer Man, perfe&ly ro Explicate that 
Incomprehenſible Nature -of _ r 
_” | which 


_— LI. MI. mc 20 1- ——— Ss nT2M2OQM+JUYS 


Seraphick Love, 


BE which nothing but his own Infinice Un< 


derſtanding can be adzquare :. But, me- 
thinks,even ro Celebrate God's PerfeRi- 


K ons,cannot be ſoberly attempted withoute 


z very deep ſenſe of a Man's ownUnwor- 
thineſs and Incapacity. Forzthe ſame Ex< 
cellencies that furniſh us with Praiſes, do 
tranſcend them. And the fruitfulneſs of 
the Subject may as well deterr, as invite 
our Pens; fince,as we are-fure'we ſhall not 


want Theme,ſo'we are certain we cantiot 


Dignifie it. And for my part; Linalamor, 
though my -Subje& exated of me" the 
Praiſes I have endeavoured{'to aſcribe'ts 
God,yerT ſhould haverhotight irrequiſite 
rather to decline the Laws of Method; 


than be reduc*d to Derogare from what I 


would Extol: If the Neceffity of Detra&Q- 


ing fromGods PerfeQions were nor equel 


torhar of Mentioning them; - and if thar 
Neceſſity wete not as Glotious to God; as 

eater Praiſes than we are ablero aſcribe 
im,could be. But, L:7damor,having thus 
dohe Right to my Merhod,thoughlT could 
not tomy Theme,I ſhall onely 1nvire you 
to imirare with' me thoſe Perſians, that 
Adored the Sun,thought the Light he lent 
them ſerv'd but ro make the ſource of-it 
Admired, and'nor to Pry into his abſtruſe 


Eflence with it, And though I might ſay 
, EF 


2 much 


CV 
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much more concerning God's Perfediyſſieve 
ons, I muſt henceforth think Silence-rheſſkonfi 
properelt Language I can now employ;Weſc 
for 'tis Silence that beſt expreiles ourſſhefo 
Wonder : And ſure, Wonder is neverſſky,in 
more ſeaſonable than when God is thefffin thi 
Object; A proſtrate Veneration being{Aoc: 
the ſafeſt Apprehenſion of Him that «lis o 
Incomprehenlible, | Four 

5:4. xz, . Having thus conſidered, Lr1ndamyrfiprert 

oh. how firan Object God is of our higheliffir. 
Love, for what he is in Himſelf ; ler uwfifrend 
now proceed to derive further proofs offfithor 
the ſame Truth, from what he 1s co Us;KWFor 
(that your Gratitude may.contend withſwhe 
your Reaſon, which ſhall moſt heightenſſcly 
- your Devotion) and we ſhall find 1n thefrent 

'' | Vaſtneſs » Freeneſs , Diſ-intereſtneſs, unki 

[ Conſtancy, and Advantagiouſneſs of hismer 

i, Loverto us, that more than All the Lovelwh: 

we can Pay him, were bur a little part of lin v 

that we owe him, 3; Wcon 

| -., Bur for the firſt. Attribute, we haveRdea 
| aſſign'd his Love, (the Greatneſs of it) Whis 

h ie being a General Property, difluſedſto 

It Through all the reſt, and: conſpicuous in fre 

' them, .1t requires now to. be treated offlwh 

8 apart. | we 

i \,,  Weſhallthen proceed tothe Freeneſs (fa 

W- or ynmeritedneſs of God's love ; To be. the 

ievel 
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Qieieve which ſtrangely Vaſt, we need bur 
pnfider, that we fo little could at firſt 
oy; WDeſerve his Love, that he -lov'd us even 
ourfſbefore we had a Being : And our Felici- 
verfftey,in his Degrees, preceded our Exiſtence 
theſflin this World. God lov'd you numerous 
ins FAoes before you Werezand his Goodneſs 
 15Yis ſo entirely its own Motive, that even 
Hour Creation (ſince when alone you can 
1 Eprerend to merit his love) is the Effe@ of 
eWr. This Benefit alone were ſufficieat to 
urender God the Obje& of our Love, 
ofithough We were that of his Averſion, 
s, For (as the Perſians ador'd the Sun even 
<Ywhen it ſcorch'd them ). we eſteem our 
enlclves oblig'd to love and honour our Pa- 
. F . . ” . 
rents in ſpight of their being wicked and 
unkind, though they be but God's Inſtru- 
15Fments in our ProdaRton; and made us 
eEwhar we were Born, nor Arbitrarily, but 
fWin virtue of his Ordination. But God, to 
confer on us,in'the moſt excellent and en- 
dearing manner, the bleſſing promis'd to 


his ancient People, when he vouchſafed 


Wfreely, was pleaſed to love us, not onely 
Swhen we were Not at all, but when we 
{were his Enemies; /f when we were enemies 
(fairh Sr. Paul) we were reconciled to God by 

the death of his Son, 8c. Our Inexiſtence 
nh F 3 indeed 
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C 
| Wto aſſure them, that he would love them Hof. 14.4. 
| 
; 


Rom. FI, 
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indeed was a Condition,wherein nothi 
in us was capable of being a Motive 
God's Love: But our Ennuty procecdgn 
further, and made us worthy of his Del f# 
teftation; as if his Love were nothing w 
leſs it Vanquiſh'd Obſtacles, as well; 
Wanted Motives. ' This gave the Apt 
file a juſt cauſe to ſay, that God Com 
aeth his love towards w,41 that while wer 
get ſinners Chriſt dred for 6: Thar is, 
we wanted all Motives to invite his Low 
unleſs our very Want of them ſhe 
my for one. - And how did God expre 


Rom. 5.8. 


is Love unto us? Even by the Gift of th 
Son of his love; For God fo loved the world 
(ſays the divine Token of his Love) thalf 
he gave his only begotten Son, And how di 
Pt. 2. 6, that Son Love ir > He (ſays the Apoſtle 
7,8. being inthe formof Goo, thought it no n 
bery to be equal with God 5, but made him, 
of 110 reputation, and took upon hem the fon 
of a ſervant, and was made tn the likeneſs 
men. And being found in faſhion as a 
be kumbled bimſelf, and became ob-ate 
wnto death,even the death of the Croſs. That 
1s, That he would love at. no lefs Rat 
than Death; and from the ſupereminet 
heighth of Glory,ftoop'd and abas'd hin 
ſelf to the ſufferance of the extremeſt d 
| Indignities, and Sunk himſelf ro the bot 
d , rom 


Joh. 3.16. 
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m af Abjecednels, to exalt our condi- 


Mf n4u3ed for our trarſareſſions he was bruiſed 
ll {6 0u7 7119 uities, the chaſtiſement cf our peace 


of a5 por: him, and with bis ſlripes we are 


Ation to the contrary Extreme, He was 1ls. 53. 5. 


lf healed, ſays the Prophet. For ye 4#ow the 5. Cer. 8. 


grace of cur Lord Jeſus Christ, that though 9: 
be was rich,yet for Jour ſakes he became poor, 
re wnll that ye through bis poLerty might be made 
whalſ 14h; ſays the Apoſtle. Men having dit- 
on pleaſed God, and conſequetitly forteired 
ul all Right and Natural pla to Hap-. 
pineſs ; even whilit chey compleated the 
Forlornneſs of their condition; by the 
Lethargy of nor being ſenſible of ir, and 
 wereas Carelcſs ro Seck means of Reco- 
& very, as they had been Unable to Deviſe 
them of themſelves : Even then, his reſt- 
leſs Love would never be ar quiet, till it 
had-ſet his Omniſcience on work,to con- 
 trive Expedients, and find out away to 
reconcile his Juſtice and his Mercy, in re- 
conciling Sinners to' Himſelf, And this 
merciful Deſign, by the Incarnation of 
his Son, he proſecuted in a way ſo Wor- 
thy of Himſelf, and ſo Advantagious to 
Us,thar our jult wonder at it may keep us' 
from having any, to find that, as Sr. Peter 
informs us, the very Angels (prompred, 
F- queſtionleſs, by a Religious Curioſity ) 
ao F 4 ardently 


70 | | | 
r Per. 8. ardently defire to look into thoſe Divingſviour 


12. 


| Hatred of Sin, and the greateſt 
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Myſteries. I find it hotly diſputed +|ſſaisf 
mongſt Divines, (not onely berwixt the 
Socinians and the Orthodox, bur betwiy 
Orthodox and Orthodox) Whether or ng 
God could, without violating his Juſtice, 
have deviſed any other Courſe for theſſ of ti 
Expiation of Sin, than the Paſſion and} the 
Death of Chriſt, But, without ventu- If Scri 
ring to Determine, whether or no God if on, 
Could,to Redeem us,havechoſen any O. Þþ and 
ther way 3 We may ſafely think, that he I cor 
Has choſen the molt Obliging and moſt to: 
Endearing way; diſplaying in this Divine I Ab 
Manner of Reſcuing us, the ſevereſt Ju. Þþ in 
ſtice,and the higheſt Mercy ; the os cij 
oveto | 
Sinners: Since by thoſe unequall'd and un- ÞÞ Si 
valuable Sufferings,to which he delivered || at 
vp for us that Son, who ts ſo near unto If tt 


Joh.x0.30. D111, thathe truly ſaid, ard the Father are 


much he Hated Sin, which he ſo heavily 
puniſh'd inthe Perſon he moſt Lov'd, 
(though that Surety bur Adopted it, to 
free Men from the Inſupportable venge- 
ance of it) and How much he Lov'd Sin- 
ners, by giving up what he ſo Lov'd for a 
Ranſome of thoſe that were guilty of 
what he ſo Hated. And therefore our Sa- 
viour; 


I} 
oze, He at once manifeſted both how 
L 
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jour, though he did ſuch great things to 


MEſatisfie the unbelieving and contumacious 


vl Jews of his being their promis'd Meſſiah, 


would not. Decline Death ro convince 


them ; And, though he had not ſeldom 

done fo much to make himſelf the Object 

of their Faith, would ot be invited from 

the Croſs, though the chief Prieſts and 

Scribes themſelves ſaid at his Crucifixi- 

on, Let him now come down from the Croſs, x. 23.7. 
and we will believe on him. And Chriit, to 
convince the World of their unableneſs 

to emerge and recover out of that _ 

Abyſs, wherein the Load of ſin ( whic 

in Scriþture is call'd a weight ) had Pre- Hcb.r2.r. 
cipared fall'n Man, came nor unto the 

World until well nigh 4000. years of 
Sickneſs had made the Diſeaſe Deſperate, 

and the Cure almoſt Hopeleſs. So inve-: 

terate an obitinacy at once widening the 
Diſtance berwixt God and Man, and pro- 
claiming the laters Diſability to find by 

his own wiſdome, Expedients of Re- 

union. Thus Chriſt heal'd and diſpoſſels'd Mu/9.;2. 
2 Dumb perſon, who was able ro make 
entreaties bur by the Diſability of pro- 
nouncing them z and might truly fay to 

the ſecure World, am found of them that 16a. 65. x. 


ſought me not, And when our 'Saviour 


was come into the wretched VVorld, - 
Pl 
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a."53- 5. bes ſtrip:s we might be bealed; ſo were the 


Luk. 10. 
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all chenumerous Miracles recorded in the 
Goſpel, he ſcarce didany for his own pri 
yate Relief. . And to ſhew, that as he & 
dured his Sorrows tor our ſakes, thath 


Joys he raſted in Relation to Us: Vere 

not ( which is highly obſervable ) in the 

whole Goſpel, that ever he rejoyc'd bu 

once,and that was, when his return'd Diſ. th: 

ciples inform'd him, that they had Vide Ac 

riouſly chas'd Devils and Diſeaſes out offi fu 

oprrefſed Mortals, and that by his Authe. Þ wi 

rity men had-been d:ſpoſſeſs d of both the} -L 
Temprer and Puniſhment of Sin. He con- yi 

vers'damong his Contemporaries with | ' {c 
Virtues, as well atreſtifig-what he was,as | n 

Prophecies or Miracles could do ; and,to | v 
reach Man, howinſuch he valn'd Him a- |} ; « 
bove thoſe Creatures that Man makes his | « 
Idols, he often altered and ſuſpended the I} - | 
Courſe of Nature, for Man's In{truction; | | 
or his Relief, and revers'd the Laws cſta- 
bliſh'd in the Univerſe, to engage Men 
to obey thoſe of God, by doing Miracles 
ſo namerous and great,that the Jews Un- 
belicf may be almoſt counted One, Yet 
were thoſe wonders wrought for a Gene- 
ration that aſcrib'd them ro the Devil, 
and Return'd them with ſo unexemplif'd 
an Ingratirude;that 'tis not the leaſt of his 
wonders, 


lll wondets,that he would vouchſafe to work 
A Any of them for fuch blaſphemous wrer- 


Seraphick Love. 


ll ches : VVho were indeed, as ſome of the 


; Later Jews have coo truly ſtyl'd Them- 


ſelves,1a relation to their Fathers, Chometz 


ben ya-yin, Vinegar the Child of Wine, a 


molt degenerate Oi-ſpring of holy Pro- 
enitors. He ſuffered ſo much for them, 


' that made him do fo, that he ſuffered the 


Addition of Miſery of being thought to 


ſuffer Deſervedly ; And be was numbred 1, PA? 


with the Trangreſſors. And though he 


Liv'd as much a Miracle as any He Did, 


yet did his Condition ſometimes appear 


 ſoDeſpicable and Forlorn,that mencould 


not know his _ bur by his Goodnels, 
which was too Infinite not to belong In- 


; communicably tro God And though'rwere 


once a ſaying of our Saviours,Greater Love 


bath no man than this, that a man lay down Joh15.13 


bis life for his Friends ; yet is not, what is 


-ſaid of the Love here mention'd, to be 


underſtood of Love Indefinitely,or gene- 
rally con{idered,but only ofthe {ingleActs 


. or Expreſſions of a man's love to his 


_ ny One. more highly expreſſive of a real 


frinds Compar'd betwixt theinſelves, 
And ſothe alleg'd patlage ſeems ro mean 
but this, That among the ſingle Ats of 
kindneſs to a man's frzends,there'ts not a- 


and 
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and ſincere Love, than'to part with onejſen t0 
Life for their ſakes. This Text thereforeſharbar 
would not be Indefinitely applied to theſſþ 
affe&ion of Love it ſelf, as it ir could na 
poſſibly be Greater than 1s requiſite to wne 
make a man Content or Willing to dye 
for his friends; for he that ſacrifices beſide 
his Life, his Fortune alſo, his Children, 
and his Reputation, does thereby expreſs 
more love to them than he could do by 
arting wirh his Life only for them. And 

e that is forward to Dye for thoſe that Þ| infc 
Hate him, or, at leaſt, know him not, diſ- || And 
cloſes a more plentiful and exuberant |þ has 
ſtock of Love, than he that does the ſame | Ge 
Kindneſs but for rhoſe thar Love him, Þ 8 
And thus our Saviour would be under- Ti 
ſtood, unleis we would ſay, that he Our- I i 
practis'd what he Taught ; for, he came || fo 
to lay down his Lifeeven for his Enemies, p! 
and (like the kind Balſom-Tree, whoſe | F 
healing-wounds weep Soveraign Balm to C 
cure thoſe that made them)he refus'd not t 
to Dye for thoſe that Kill'd him,and ſhed ' N © 
his Blood for ſome of them thar Spile ir. || | 
L 


And fo little was his injur'd Love to'the 
ungrateful World difcourag'd or im- 
pair'd by the ſavage Entertainment hemer 
with in it, that, after he had ſuffer'd from 
wretchedmen(for whoſe ſakes he lefrHea- 
ven © 
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n to become capable of ſuffering) ſuch 
arbarous Indignities,as might have made - 


Sar2 Puniſhments appear Mercy,and even 


velty ir ſelf ſeem no more than Jultice; 

I ſay, to hope for ſo much as his 
Pardon were Preſumption;he was pleas'd 
to Create Confidence of no leſs than his 
Love, a Virtue. Nor think it, L:14damor, 
impertinent to our preſent Theme, that 
I infiſt ſo much on what Chriſt has Done 
and Suffer'd for us, ſince both he himſelf 
informs Us, that He and his Father are one: Joh. 2.3% 
And ſome of the Texts already mention'd = - 2 
have taught us, that *rwas an effe& of y, ro, i. 
God's love alſo to the World, that He 
gave his only begotten Son to Redeem itzand, 
That God commendeth his Love towards 6, Rom. x. 8. 
in that while we were yet ſinners Chrift dyed 
for ws. Wherefore I ſhall without Scru- 
ple procced to obſerve to you-, Thar ſo - 
Free is Chriſt's dile&ton, that the grand. 
condition of. our Felicity is our Belief, 
that he is diſpoſed to make us Happy 3 
on Tearms,not only ſo Honorableto him, 
bur ſo Advantagious to us, that, I was 
about to ſay, Thar poſſibly Faith it ſelf 
would ſcarce be exated as requiſite roour 


Joh. 3.16- 


| Happineſs, bur that the Condition does 


encreaſe the Benefit, by vouchſafing us 
bold and early Anticipations of it : vayy 
» Fatt 
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Faith being (as the Apoſtle tearms it) 

Heb. 11.1. ſub ance of things hoped for, and eurde 
(or conviction) of things not ſeen, 'waighy h6 

our Joys to this ſide of the Grave, begin 

Heaven down to us, till our treed Spirigſo 

can ſoar up to Heaven ; and does us ſudfſ-* 

a ſervice, 'as the Jewiſh Spies did to they"! 
Country-men, by bringing them over wo 

Numb.:3. This fide Jordan into” the Wilderneſs; 
23-27 & ſomeof the pleaſant and Delicious Frijit 
of the bleſt Land of Promiſe. I ſaid; Li 


damor, that Faith was tHe grand Condit. g00 
on required in God's free grant of Eret. _— 
y 


_ nal Life, Not that I would aſcribe any 

thing to a Lazy, Speculative, and Barra 

Faith, in oppoſitton to that lively andjſ bis 

AQtive one, which is called by theApoſtle, iſ wi 

Gal. 5. 6. mis; Ji eydnys weoyeutry, Farth operating by ® 
Love; finceI am informed by St. James, fe! 

Jan-2-26. (har the Divotce of Faith and Works is | ©? 
as Deſtrit&ive to Religion,as that of Soul  W 

and Body is to Life : Srcharl was wil: | 4 

__ mind you, that thoush'trae Faith I * 

Gen. 30, (WV ich cties like Rachel,G#ve me Children i * 
07, elſe 1 dye be ever rhe pregnant Mother I * 

of good Works, vet are not rhoſe Works iſ © 

the Cauſe, bp the Effes and Signs of © * 

God's firſt Love ro Men, (however after- | | 

ward the Children may Nurſe their Pa- 

rents, ) As, thongh the Needle's point- 


ing 


I . , g drawn by the attractive Mineral. 7 hau Pſa! 
offer; 200d,and doft good, ſays the Pſalmiſt-to «8. 
fe his Maker. The greatneſs of his Good- 


vakhy the Loadſtone, or received Influenge 
From ſome other Mignetick Body ; yet is 


4 
$;z*' 


4 » 
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to at the Poles be, by being an Effet, an 


2ument of its having been Invigorated 


zot that Reſpe&t unto the North the 
uſe,but the Operation of the Iron's de-= 


neſs is that which makes it Ours ; not 


— 


#doth' He do us good,becauſe that We are 
good, bur becauſe He is liberally ſozas the 
$un ſhines '0n Dunghils, not out of any 


Invitation his Beams find there, but be- 
cauſe. it is his Nature to be diflugve of 
bis Light. Yet with this difference, that 
whereas the Sun's Bounty,by being rather 
an Advantage' to us than a Favour, de- 
ferves our Joy, and not our. Thanks, þe+ 
cauſe his Viſits are made Deſignlefly;and 
without any particular Inteprion--of ad» 
dreſs, (by ſuch a bare necethty of Natuts 
as that which makes Springs flow ouc ine 
to Streams, when their Belonrs t00-Agte 
row. to contail the renewed. water xhat 
doth inceffantly ſwell che exuberant Sojg- 
ces; ) Godonthe contrary, for being ie- 
cellarily kind, is not leſs Freely or -Ob- 
ligingly ſo, to You or Me ; - for, though 
ſome kind of Communicativeneſs be 
: Efential 


17 


IL3. 


Seraphick Love. 
Effential to his Goodneſs, yet his Extafſtien 
ſion of it without Himſelf,and hisVoud#th 
ſafing irrothisor thar particular Perſonſſfide; 
are purely Arbitrary, To ont his Lowe Pa 
to the numberleſs Ele&t Angels ; thimer 
ſtri& Relations berwixr the Perſons of thi| whit 
Blefſed Trinity, ſupplying God with In £1 
ternal Objects, which imploy'd his Kind har? 
neſs before the Creation, and Himſelf Soft 
being able to allow his Goodneſs theſſthe: 
Extent of Infinity for its Diffuſion, Burj] plo! 
(having glanc'dar this onely by the By)Erhet 
we may yet further admiringly obſerve,ſPrc 
That whereas Men uſually give freelieft]y buls 
where they have not given before, andſſ| wi 
make it both the Motive and the Excuſe the 
of their deſiftance from giving any more, ſ Hit 
Thatthey have given already: Gods boun- I 11 

ty hath a very citferentMethod; for he uſes if Bl 

to give, becauſe he Harh given, and, that | Fo 
he = give, Confonantly co which, ÞÞ wh 
when the revolting 1ſraelites had broken I his 
the Contents, whilſt Moſes was belogl of 

them the Tables, ofthe LA W, and a] 

thereby provok'd the Incenſed Giver of it I th: 

tothe thoughts of a ſuddain Extirpation || fot 
of ſo Ingrateful and Rebellious a _—_— ; 
we may obſerve, That, whereas God, as || th 
unwilling<o remember his former Good- | bu 
neſs to them, ſpeaking to _ of 

chem 
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the Land of &&gypt : Moſes,on the other 7: 
fide, ro engage God tathe New mercy of 
2Pardon,” repreſents tro God his Former 


" {#; 
ON: 
Ya 


hell which: He brought Fortl; out of: the Land of 
JEgypt, with great power ,aiid with a mighty . 
df haz. And fo con{picuous in the Eternal 
a Sor was this property of the Mercitul Fa- 
N ther, that when fick Lazarw's Silters ima 
Inf plored his Refcue for their ex{piring Bro<, 
Ther, the Morive they Employ, and which 
Profper'd their addretſes, was, Lord, be- 


fl hom thou loveR, is ſick. And as he takes 
the firſt Inducements of his Bounty from 
Himſelf ; ſo do his former-Favours both 
invite and give Rates -to his ſucceeding 
Bletfi.gs. And there is. reaſon for it: 
For his pure Love being all che Merit, by 
which Man can:pretend tothe Effects of 
1 Þ his Bounty ; ir:is bur juſt,that the Degree 
© of his Love. ſhould Proportion thoſe Fa- 
| vours, which*tis our only-Title to ; and 
that God's Liberality (ſhould as well at- 
ford Meaſures, as Motives to it ſelf. 


| 79 
alltiem, -Thy People which thou brougbteſt out Exod. 32s 


i mercy to themzand calls them Gad's People, ,,c - 


tld, ( not, he who loveth thee, but ) he Joh. r1.3. 


Nor is God's love leſs Diſ-intereſs'd Se. 14, 


than Free. His grand Deſign upon us is 

but to make us Inſtruments and Partakers 

of His Glory, and to bring us toeverlaſt« 
. G 1 


-. Wy 


go Seraphick Love. 
"ing Happineſs, by a VVay that does wh, 

the Condition reſerv'd for us will.. Hil + 

Method of ſaving us,if but compli'd with 4 

Col. 1.1 3+ does here, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Fit wy * ( 
the Inheritance of the Satxts 1u Light ; Wall; 

z Per. 1.4. being made (as St. Peter ſpeaks) Partataie;r 


of the Dime Nature,baving eſcapd the car... 


ription that is-1n the. warld through Luiica), 
So tharthoſe things, wherein:the noDp e& whic 
of the Philofophers plac'd their Feliciny,,y 
ſerve but to Qualifie and Prepare Chrillir 

ans for that Higher Blefſedneſs that is 16 
ſery*d' by. God for thoſe that love him; 
and cannot bue be heightned and endeart 


Toe | 


ws 
«jd 


by the Value, which Graces and Vartug 
had given menon Earth, for ſuch a Noblef,, 
and Rational kind of Happineſs, as is ap: 
portion'd rothem in Heaven, VWhar end 
can he have upon us, whoſe Goodnehſy; 
and his Blefſedneſs are both Infinite 2 He; 
was unconceivably Happy. ( in his om 
Self-ſufficiency) before the Creatures had 
a Being; andſure tharFelicity that needed 
=== Dud enim immertalbus atque not Themſelves to be 
bcatis, Gratza noſt;a" queat largiriey ſupreme, needs Os 
Emolumenti , ut noſtr4 -quidquam thino that they can dot; 
_ our aggrederenti; ? Luger, Nor was it his Indi 
POE gence thar forc'd him 
ro make the VVorld, thereby to make new 
. Acqui- 


\ 
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| Bquilitions, buckisGootheſs, that preſs'd 
; Alito ManifeRzand to Itpart his Glory ; 
WB the Goods which he ſo over-flowing=: 
 abornds with. Vitnefs his Snſpen- 
Fon of the VVorld's'Creation,which cer-. 
Wiinly had had an earlier Date, were the 
Wn 3 ty capable of Want, and the Crea- 
"UFures of Supplying it. St. Paul in his E- 
*Siftle to 77motby, ſtyles God, Maugi®-, 1 Tim. x, 
"hich we tranſlate, 7 he bleſſed God, but *** 
WBnay perhaps more properly: be rendred, 
Weſrhe happy God * And elſewhere in the ſame r Tim. 6. 
"Ppiftle hie-rraly calls him The Happy, as*5 
ell as Only Potentate, God ( fays the A- ag, ,,. 
Woſltle ) that madethe world, and all Things x, & 2.6. 
OB beretn, ſeeing that He 1s Lord of Heaven 
Bt Earth, dvellech not, &c, As though He 
Wreeded anything, ſeeing that He giveth to all 
Life, and Breath, and all Things, And, 11 
Him, we live, and move, and have our Be- 
ig And indeed, ſo coherent in the mind 
f '2 meer Man, that does bur Conſider 
and Underſtand the Import of his own 
Notions, is the belief of God's happineſs 
tothat of His Being ; tharT remember rhe 
Epicurean, Lucretiws himſelf, even in thar 
" mpions paſſage, where he denies Divine 
"F Providence ; and in a ſeeming, bur inju- 
rious Complement,would, under the pre= 
"Fence of Eafing God of ir, Deprive _ 
" G 2 0 
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of the Government of the World ; dayſly(zl 
yet confeſs, that the Divine Nature mulls, : 
neceſlarily enjoy a Supreme and endlekſ1ys 
Tranquility, adding, (to bring this to ow}, 
preſent purpoſe ) that 'tis of ] 

| | 2 -B6efi 

—_— PriUsla dolore omni, privata pte - 

RE 7 Babe 
Ipſa ſuis pollens opitus , mhil tndigaly (1ct 


nol, 
Whereby he acknowledges , 


That from all griefs and dangers df 
them freed, 


Rich in itſelf, it has of us no need. . 


he ( 
and 
hau 
rali 
Sun 
led 
Or,if you will have him ſpeak of the gods - 
in the Plural, like a Heathen Poer, that - |yc( 
Far above griefs aud danger, thoſe blefi be 
Powers , (v 

ted 

T5 

Py 

thi 

of 

no 

ſh 

no 

ja 


 Rzch intherr Native Goods, need none of 
. a | 


A much Nobler Poet tells us, Thar the | 
Pſal. 24 1. Fapth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs thered, 
the world, ani they that dwell theretu. Ae 
Prov. 26. greeably whereunto, that Great God that, 
. T8. formed all things, (as in our Tranſlation 


the Scripture calls him) ſays in one of the 
Pſalms, 
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dag Palms, 1F [were hungry, would not tell thee, PC4.gc.12 


muk y the world is mine, and thefalveſs theredf, 
"8 His Ubiquiry excludes all wiſhes of Re- 
 OEmove, by making his Efſence uncapable 
of Excluſion 5 for, Whither ſhould he 
defire to tranſpore_Himſelf that is Every 
Eiyhere, and can with himſelf in no place 
." {where he is nor already ? His ſufficiency-1s 
Wu ſuch; that he can ſee no Goods, but what 
he Gives, or Hath, (or rather both be{tows 

and poflefſes ) his Plenty being ſo uncx- 

. Fhauſted a Spring of Goods, that his Libe- 
ef rality does leſs impoverith God, than the 
© FSun's light does him; or imparted Know- 
ledse impairs the Teacher's Stock. And 
therefore, though St. Fames do very juſtly 


ds call God, The Father of Lrghts, who is the Jam. 1.17. 


ſbcltower of every good and every perfect 


Gift ; yet the Friezd of Goa, (as the Scrip- Jan. 2.23, 


ture calls Abraham) and that Royal Prictt, 


(whom the Writer ro the Hebrews Heb.. pe; 
f Fteaches us ro have been ſo 1lluſtrious a9" 


Type of Him, whom he calls, The high 
Prieft of our Profefiion) do both of them in 


. not beg From, or covet Inthe Creatures 


ſhallow ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he. 
l Bnor only Hath, bur is the Soutce. Our ' 
greareſt Services to our Cteator muſt be 
= to 


Heb. 3- r. 


'* Nihe ſame Chapter ſtyle him, 7 he Poſſeſſor ge. 14. 
if Heaven and Earth. No, no, God needs 18. 22. 


Sergphick Love. 
ro Diſcharge our ſelves, not xa Adyanty | 
him, nor as thinking to add apy thing wil ab 
Felicity, which were not Infinite, couk 
admir Encreaſe. Our higheſt Performgff th 
ces, though they be Dues, amount mw p 
unto Tributes, but are rather like thol b 
Pepper-corns of Rent which Free-holdef n 
pay, not with hope or with intent to buff ( 
rich their Land-lord, but to Acknowleg p 
that they hold all from him. When uf « 
admire the Sun, our Seeing of his lighlf t| 
doth not increaſe it, it makes 1t not Greall { 
er, but onely it makes it Ours; and wha 7 
we turn away, or (hut our Eyes, char gle { 
rious Planet ſuffers no Eclipſe, and is uaff 4 
ar all darkned or impair'd, nor doth Hf. « 
thereby loſe bis light, but Ve : "The E 
ſineſs of the application requires, anda 
cuſesits Omifſion. 1f thow ſznneſt, (ſays El 
hu in Fob ) what dos thou ag atiit bim | 
thou be righteaus, what gruest thou hin 2 of | 
what recerveth he of thine hand 2 Thy wid 
edneſs may hurt a Man, as theu art, andi 
righteouſneſs may profit the Sor of Man, h 
ctfc&,the wicked's ſpite againſt God 1s by 
like a mad-man's running his head agaiil 
the wall, that leaves the Wall unſhaken,bu 
daſhes his own Brains out. God 1nbgbits 


| 


x Tim. 6. Felicity (as well as Light) macceſible t 
26: all inferiorattempts: His ſoveraign Tre 
QUE 
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lity 1s ſo ſubluanely phc'dy that *tis 
=7 the reach of al Diſukiceing Im- 
ions 3 and;like the Starsthar feel not: 

the Diſeaſes their inanſpicious Influence. 
roduces, He doth nor Reſent the torments 
je Inflicts. God's Juſtice 1s not leſs Eijen-" 
alto him than his Mercy ; Witneſs thar 


(the fumbers: of the Saints and the Re- 


probate conſider'd ) thouſands fall Sa-; 


vo crifices to the ſeverer Arttribure, for one: 
ad thar proves Capable of the milder; "He 
a faid, He would get himſelf bowour apo Exod. 14, 
il Pharaoh and all his Hot, when he de- 77: 18. 


fign'd their ruine in the Red-Sea :. And 
Miſes ſaid, He hath triumphed gloriouſly in Exod.t gx. 


q: effecting ir, And in Ezekiel he ſays, Bebold, 


I am againſt thee, O Sidon,arad 7 will be 2 lo- _ 28, 


daf riff'd 17 the midſt of thee, and they ſhall know ; 


that 1 am the Lord, when 1 ſhall have exe-- 
cuted my judgments in ber, and ſhall be ſan- 


 #ifdinber, Thus,when a Flaſh of God's 


Indignation ( kindled by that ftrange fre 
they preſunt'd to offer before him ) had 
blatted che rwo preſumpruous Sons of | 
Aaron, God is fad to bave beenſan8tifi'd 11 1c, 16, 
them that come nigh him, and to bave been 3. 
glorif'd before all the people 3 ſuch eminent-: 
and exemplary Inſtances of Severity, mia-:: 
nifeſting hins to be fo Holy in his Laws; : | 
and Db Card for themz that ever-the:. 
; G 4 Mint- 


8: Seraphick Love, 


Miniſters of his: Altars :thall not violate 
them with Impunity, but find Him (what 
the Writer to the Hebrews calls him ) 4 
Heb. 13. ,orſuming fire.z VVho will be Glorifid 
re” before all his people,cither by the Obedi- 
ence of thoſe that approach Him, or by 
their Deſttuipn. So to Evidence, thar 
God can: derive Satisfaction as well from 
the Exerciſe of provoked Juſtice, as from 
thar of. his. provoked Mercy ; the ſacred 
Orator uſes this remarkable Antanaclaſis, 
Deur. 18. Ard it ſhall come to paſs, that as the Lord re- 
joyced over you to. do you good, and mult:ply 
you's, ſo.will the Lord rejoyce over you to de- 
ſtroy yu, and bring you to 1aught. © Thus, 
though it be truly ſaid of God by the Pro- 


Lam 3 33s 


therefore the determined Conſumption of 


the whole Land, which our Bibles Eng- , 
lith, God's work, bus flrange work,other Tran- . 


If 23.31. {lators read, Op alienum ſuum) Yet when 
the ſins of Incorrigible offenders are grown 
to that provoking Heighth, thathis Mercy 
intcrcedes no more to avert or ſuſpend 

"the inflitions of his Juſtice g* then how 
much he can farisfie himſelf in Deſtroying 

thoſe that VVould not be Preſerved, may 

be gheſs'd atby that formidable Expreſſion 

in Ezekiel; where, having fore-told whar 
| | havock' 


ru eremiah,that he doth not affii& willing- 
[y, ror grieve the Children of Men : (and | 


Seraphick Love. 
havock the Sword,. the. Famine, and the 
Peſtilence ſhould make amongit the intra- 
Qable and diſpers'd Iſaelites, he adds, (as 


+kind of 'Enwiueor) Thu ſhall mie anger be Exck.13.5 


xcompleſhed, and 1 will cauſe my fury to regt 
wpon them, and 1 will be .comfarted. The 
Howlings of the Damned as well ſound 
forth his Praiſes, as do the-Hallelujahs of 
the Saints z they both do ſing to him an 
everlaſting Canticle of praiſe ; onely in 
this great Confort of his whole Intelli- 

nt Creation, the deſignleſly conſpiring 
Foices are as differing as the Conditions 
ofthe reſpeRive Singers. Hell's darkneſs 
doth as well contribute ro God's Glory,as 
Heaven's Eternal Splendor : As Shadows, 
judiciouſly plac'd,. do no leſs praiſe the 
Painter, than. do the livelier and brighter 
Colours. And as when the Earth doth 


| ſend black, noiſome, and ſulphureous Ex- 


halations up toward the Sky, alas, they 
reach not Heaven, nor diſcompoſe the 
Spheres ; bur all the Storms and Thunders 
they produce fall on that Globe they came 
from, and there do all their miſchief : So, 
the wicked may VWrong God indeed, yet 
do they really Harm but themſelves by all 
their greateſt ſins, which trouble Him 
chtefly,bur becauſe they neceſſitate Him to 


puniſh them : for the tranſgreſſions rhat do 
by moſt 


Plal. x62. Pfalmiſt fay 


fe 2 Congruoutly 
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moſt Provoke God do him not the leat 
Harm. An imptous perſon may ( as Elihy 
lately inform'd us ) hurt a Manyas himſelf 


| is, not that ſupremely bleſſed Deity ; the 


Reſult of whoſe Infinite PerfeRions is z 


reſembling Happineſs, which is as inſepa. 


rable from Him as his Efence. Our of- 
fences may derogate from his Accefſional 
Glory, not from his Efencial Felicity ; ot 
rather, the mot deſperate Sinners by their 
oreareſt Crimes, can bur Change the Ac- 


cribure they ſhould bring honour ro, and 


but oppoſe the glorifying of his Goodneſs, 
ro occaſion the glorifyi 
fince he will be infallibly glorifi'd, ſoon or 
late, either by Men's aCtions, or their fuf- 
ferings; by their PraRtice of Duties,or Pu: 
niſhment for Sin. Thus you ſee how little 
God is beholden to you for your Declin- 
ing Hell: Nor will che ſcore be very much 
encreas'd by your Addreffes and Artemprs 
for Heaven, Car « mas (lays Eliphaz) be 
profitable uto God, as be that is wiſe may be 
profitable unto biniſelf 2 Is tt anypleaſare to 
the 4 lnighty that thou art righteow? or is it 
gain unto bym that thou makeſt thy nays per- 
ro which fence the 
s, My Goodneſs extendeth 1:0t to 
Fhees; The fire that we kindle on Gad's 
Altars heatsand enlightens Us,but warms 
nof 


EN ” > "wo wotd 23 Q-N D=2z 


ing of his Juſtice ; 


o__ 
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not Heaven at fo diſtant a remove, 'nor is 
wanted inthe Sun's relidence; Ve have 
all the Redolence of the Perfumes and In- 
the | cenſe we burn upon his Altars, the Smoak 
isz| doth vanithe'r it can reach the Sky, and 
pa. | whilſt 'tis undiſperſt, bur Clouds, and bur - 
of: | Obſcures it. Alas, our Beſt Performan. es 
nal | are as uſcleſs Services roGodgas the Heir's 
of | bringing Wax to his departing Father is 
cir | ro him, which adds not any thing tothe 
\c- | Rich-man's ſtore; and is by hum defir'd and 
nd | accepted, onely to Seal away a Fortune 8 
s, | 9 his Son, . Though therefore it be true, | 
| that GadisPleas'd with ourPerformances, = 
x | yetisthat Welcome he vouchſates to give 
f. | them, fo far from enabling us by them to 
2 | + Requite his Love, rhat ir encreaſes the 
+ | Unrequirednels of it ; Since Heis delight- 
. | ed withthemyasthey afford himjuſt Riſes 
| to reward them, How far from Mercena- 
ry is then God's Bounty | ſince he accepts 
our Acknowledgments of his former bleſ(- 
ſings, (chiefly) ro make them Opportuni- 
ties of conferring freſh ones; as good old 
Iſaze defird his Son's Veniſon, - from Gen. 27.4. 
the Reliſhing. of that ſavoury Meat he 
might rake an Opportunity ro bleſs him, 


 Andtheberter to:diſcover how Diſin- Se#. 15. | 
rereſs'd God's favours are, let us further 
con{ider,: how little they are Requitable 


for j 
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for we can give him nothing but his own, 
(nor, Heaven knows,all that neither); and 
both the Will and Power to ſerve Him 
are His,upon fo juſt and many Scores,that 
we are unable to Retribute, unleſs we do 
Reſtore; and all the Duties we can pa 
our Maker, are leſs properly .Requitals 
than Reſtitutions, When Davzd and his 
Officers had offer'd towards the Structure 
of that Magaificent Temple, which they 
ſeem'd Ambitious to make a Manſion 
inferior to Heaven onely ; the King him- 
ſelf gave three thouſand Talents of Gold, 
and ſeven of refin'd Silver; and the Heads 
of the People, five thouſand Talents (be- 
ſides ten thouſand Drachms) of Gold,ten 
thouſand Talents of Silver,eighteen thou- 
ſand of Braſs, and a hundred thouſand of 
Iron, (a Treaſure, of which I ſcarce re- 
member to have read the like in any Hi- 
ſtory ) beſides a.number of all manner of 
Precious Stones,capable of impoveriſhing 
the very Indtes : They perfum'd this noble 
ahd unequall'd Offering with a ſolemn - 
Confeſſion, which perhaps inGod's eſteem 
was much more precious than It : Thrze, 
O Lord , (ſays the Royal Prophet in the 
name of all) 75 the greatneſs, and the power, 
and the glory, 4nd the uifory, and the maje- 
fty 3 for all that is in heaven and tn _ is 
thine. * 
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thine. . Thine1s the Kingdom, O Lord, and 
thow art exalted as bead above all,.Both riches 
and honar come of thee,and thou retgneft over 
all. And in thine band is power and mizbt, 
ad th thine hand it is to make great, and to 
give ſtrength unto all, Now therefore, our 
God, we thaxk. thee, and praiſe thy glorious 
Name. But whoam 12 and what 1s my people, 
that we ſhould he able to offer ſo willingly after 
this fort 2 For all things come of ther, and of 
thine own bave we given thee, For we are 
Strangers before thee, and Sojourners, as were 
all our Fathers, Our days on Earth are as a 
ſhadow, and there is none abiding. O Lord 
our God, all this ftore that we have prepared 


to butld thee an Houſe, for thy boly Name, 


cometh of thine hand, and 1s all thine own, 
who (lays the Apoſtle, in a Queſtion that 


to him, and it ſhall be recompenſed to him 
again 2 For of bim, and throuzb him,and to 
bim, are all things, Nay, even our Love 
it ſelf (that poor Man's Surety and Exche- 
quer, that doth pay all his Debrs, by ſup- 

lying him with the Prerogative to Coin 

is Defires and VViſhes of an Arbitrary 
value ) is here unable ro diſcharge our 
Debts : our Love being roo much the Ef- 
fe&t, to be capable of being the Recom- 
pence'of God's. And ſurely, the Divine 
. Amoritt 


j - ; , Rom. 11. 
imports its own Negative) hath firſt gruen zs, 36. 


gr 
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x Joh. 4. Amoriſt had canfe to ſay, that bereinit wel 


love,not that'we toved God Put that be lewd 


1, And, as'the ſtme i YR ey ſos 
ebe 


1 Toh. 4, ſpeaks, e love him, becau 


If, in effet, we look upon the unworthy 
Conteſt, berwixt God's Mercies,and mol 
Men's Ingratitude, and: but reffe& upon 
the fmall Return of Love thar the greateſt 
Disburfements of His do *nfually bring 
home ; we cannot bur acknowledge, (as 
Pyved in the lately mention'd Scriprote 
did) thar our Loving God for his Favours, 
is one of the oreareft Favours that we love 
him for. So Nnrequirable is God's Love, 
and fo Infolvent are VVe, thar that Love 
vaſtly improves the Benefit, by which 
alone we might have pretended to fome 
abiliry of Retribution. And ſounlimited 
1s this Imporence of ours to recompence 
or repay God's Dile&ion, that it extends 
ro, and fetters our very VWithes. For God 
enjoys arr Afluence of Felicity, fo perfe& 
and-entire, that even our VVithes can aim 
at' nothing for him-Worthy of him, un- 


l O 


leſs inftructed' by whar he already aQtu-" 


ally pofſetles. And the Senfe of this ſame 
very Imporence, to ſome of the greateſt 
Proficients in Seraphrck Love, appears not 
che leaſt uneaſte Property of it. It grieves 
tis ſenſibly, ta ſee our ſelves-reduc'd robe 
| onely 
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dly Paſſive, and the Receivers in this 
Commerce. - Ve would fain contribure 
ing, and cannor. always refraun 


[from devoringour Wiſhes to encreaſe his 


Happineſs, to whom we owe all ours. 
And foe holy Perſons ( particularly Sr. 
Asftin): have by the Exuberance of their 
Gratitude and Devotion, been tranſport- 
ed to make VVithes, and uſe Expreflions, 


| wherein their Aﬀections had: a greater 


ſhare tharitheir Reaſon, and which argued 
them much: better to apprehend , How 
much God. deferv/d of them, than How 
little he needed:chenn. Bury, upon ſecond 
Thawgins, we [hall find, that the Cauſe of 
our Grief ought roturn; irinto out Joy, 
ſince the Deſires'we would frame, aimi 
atGod's being infinitely happy,are all Ful- 
filled before they are Conceived, and that 
in the moſt Advantagious and Nobleſt 
way: For, could God's happineſs admir 
Acceſſion by our accomplith'd VViſhes, 
there were then a poſſhbility of his VVant- 
ing ſomething to render it Compleat. And 
ure, *tis a more Supreme felicity to be 
Narute trapſcendently above All encr 

of Blefledneſs, than:to receive the Great- 
eſt chat Men can Wiſh. 


'To proceed: now to the Conlancy of Set. 16, 


God's Lave: VWecaunotenterrain of God 
. any 
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any Apprehenfions, inor: altogether-U 
worthy of him, and ' criminally Injucioy 
to him, withour believing,i:Thar to:thin 
thar he Can be: Inconftane, ” is as-grear. 
Crime as twere a Miſery to find him fo, 
His Love is'like his Efſence, inamurabh 
Eternal , reaching from . Everlaſting 
Everlaſting, it preceded the Nativity. 
Time, and will ſurvive its urmolt Period 

Joh. 13.z. and Obſequies; Having loved. his om 

which were 16 the World, he loved them unt 

| the end, fays-the Evangelift : And wha 

Jam 1.17. $t, James had told us, That every good gift 

and every perfet gift us from above,and come 

eth down from the Father of Lights,he adds, 

(to complete'our ConſoJation) with when 

is 0 Lariableneſs, netther ſhadow of turning, 

Of his. own.Will begat he wa of the word of 

truth. And, in effec, ſince God takes the 

Motives of -his Love to Us,from Himlſc!f, 

not from Us, the Unchangeableneſs of his 

Nature ſeems ſtrongly to infer char of his 

Chariry, and our Happineſs init. -For, 1 

Mal. 3, 6, mn the Lord, T change uot ,, therefore ye So1s 

of Facob are nit conſumed, ſays God by the 

laſt of his Prophets : And in Feremiah he 

tells his people , 1 have loud 'thee with an 

everlaſting love, And'what God once ſaid 

Jeſh. 1. 5. to the generous Joſhua, 1 will never leave 
thee #or forſake thee, is by the — 
c 


Wa 
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fame Auchor elſewhere): are without-re« © 
pentazce, Nor do thoſe Croffes that ſeem 
due ro his Anger deſtroy the Immurabili« 
ry of his Love, fince evertthat Anger is an 
Efedt of it, proceeding. from a Fatherly: 
Inpatience-of feeing a Spot unwip'd off in 
the Face he Joves too well to ſee a Ble- 
milh'inits and from his Deſire to ſee his 
Child an Object ht fora larger Meaſure 
of his Kindneſs: :As when.we beat the 
Duſt out of a Suit we fancy, we ſtrike nat 
out of Anger,” bur onely.co remove that 
which dorh Sully it, 'and hinder 1s''to-; 
rake that Delight in it, which our fond- 
neſs. would be pleaſed with a juſt Cauſe 


ro find, As many AS I love, I. rebuke ard cbas Rey. 3-19, 
ten, (lays 6ur Saviour.) And, / &:ow, O Plal, 119, 


Lord, ( fays the Pſalmitt ) that thy Tudg- 7** 
ments are right, and that thou im faithfulneſs 
haft offi Fed 'me. The Furnace of Aitliction 
being meant bur to Refine us from our 
Earthly droflineſs, and Soften us for the 
Inpreffion of God's own Stamp and 
Image. The great and merciful Archite& 
of his Church, (whom nor onely the Pht- 
loſophers have ſty1'd, but rhe Scripture ir 


ſelf calls T*ywitws, an Arti't or Artificer ) Heb, xx, 


employs not on us the Hammer and the 10. 


H | Chizzel, 


ld the Hebrens appli'd roBelieversingeneralHed. :y.5. 
iow for” the g1fif and calling of. God ( laysttie on. a 


t Per. 2.5. 
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Chizzel, with an intent. to  VVound ot 


Mangle us, but only to Square and Faſhi- 
enour hard and ſtubborn Hear:ts into ſuch 
kung. Stones, as may both Grace and 
Strengthen his heavenly Strugure, Nor is 
God onely thus:Conſtanc to his Love, bue 
rohisLovelineſs. Our Female Beauties 
are uſually as fickle in their Faces as their 
Minds, and morecertainly in the former, 
becauſe, though Caſualties ſhould ſpare 
them, Age brings in a Neceſlity of a 


Change, nay, a Decay ; leaving our Do- 


ters upon Red and White inceflantly per- 
plex'd,by the incertainty both of che Con- 
tinuance of their Miſtreſs's Kindneſs, and 
of rhe Laſting of her Beauty, (both which 
are neceſlary to the Amorif's Joys and 
Quiet.) : for, ſometimes, when the Mi» 
ſreſs's humour doth not change ſo Much, 
as to prove guilty of the fault of Incon- 
ſtancy,her Face alters Enough to make her 
Lovers wiſh Inconſtancy no Fault ; or, 
that ſhe had commutted it,that her Fickle- 
neſs might afford them the Excuſe of 
Imitation or Revenge. But, in Devotion, 


we arc equally ſecure from both theſe, 


Dangers. Since God doth not deſiſt from 


blefing us with His: Love, nor ceaſes ever. 


from deſerving the Heighth of Ours, Nor 
is he onely conſtant in making us the Ob- 
jects 
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jects of his Love, buralſo in bending and 
enclining us to make himthe Obje of our 
ind I ftrotgelt ArfeRtions ; fo that he not onely 
ris I pctfilts in continuing to us both the Offer 
bue $and the Value of his Love, bur perſeveres 
ies (tv give us areceptive Diſpoſition ro Wel- 
eir (come it to us,and reflect it up ro Him, The 
waht of ſuch a Diſpoſition loſt Adam Pa- 
we | radiſe, and the Falln Angels Heaven ; 
4 there _ the Obje&t thac muſt ſecure 
jo. {cur Love ſuch a Nature requiſite in refe- 
ar. {rence ro our Aﬀections, as Philoſophers 
n. | are pleas'd to aſcribe to the world's Cen- 
id Ire in relation to Heavy Bodies, which, 
-h {they teach us, that Magnetick Point has 
id {he double Faculty, nor onely ro Draw 
lj» {thicher, bur co Keep there. For ſo Un- 
h, groward and Croſs-grain'd are We, in 
1- | point of our own Good, and fo unfit to 
er | Procure, and ready to Deſert, our own 
r, [Felicity, rhar neicher irs Excellency is a 
... | ſufficient Motive to carry our addrefles to 
Ff Þit, nor its Pollefſion a competent Tye to, 
1, | 'ntercepr inusall deſigns of Revolrs and 
@ || Divorces : Bur we muſt be uſed as pecviſh 
n | Children are,who, (on the one ſide)when 
r {their Mouths are out of taſte, and they 
r || tefuſe ro take whar is necellary for them, 


Forc'd upon them, and be ( as it were ) 
y H 2 Made 


muſt have it not onely Offer'd them, bur 
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Made to receive it; and who (on the othey FR 
fide) mutt þe 1&atrain'd from Gadding, "» 
when the Beauty of the Manſions they live ha 
in cannot iavite their Seay; Eur ticy would - | 
gladly leave tlie proudett Palaces Archi, Ne 
recture can boalt, ro Rui tiito rhe Street, Bo 
a1d Dabble in the Kennel, All theſe thre} #* 
Properties of- Divine Coliftancy are not 
il Shadow'd in the operations of theff;/ 
Load-ſtone, {a Mii.cral, in which I hav 
made roo, many Fxpcrinicnts, not tobe, 
by you allow'd to make foie Compart 
ſors to it.) For, firſt, ic never forſakes ith}; 
Inclinations fur the Steel : next, being 
united to it, it rctains ſo conſtantly its At- 
rractive Qualities, that it gives not the 
Needle any Motive of deſcrting it; 
and rhirdly,it doth never rightly roucii the Ic 
amorous Steel, without leaving.an Im- 
preſſion, which ever aftcr diſpoſcs irroaſyy 
Converſion ro that Magncrick Poſture, 
wich belt firs it to receive freſh Influen- 
ces. To which, let me add this other Re- N 
ſemblance, betwixt God's work on Us, G 
and the Load-ſtore's onthe Iron, that the A 
Kind Stone attracts a Needle to'ir, not to 7 
Advantage it fclt by that Union, bat to 
Impart its Virtue to what it draws. Be- h 
fides, Abſence and Rivals, thoſe frequent uh 
Ruiners'of other Lovers happineſs, can 

| | threaten 


they 
ing, 
live 
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threaten nothing of Formidable to Yours, 
For, Abſence (which ſo divorccs us from 
thar which animates us, that Lovers do 


rot ſo iinproperly ſtyle it Death, if ' 


Death be but the Separation of Soul and 
Body ) by God's Utuquicy we are fecured 
from; He is ever preſent With Us, or 
rather In Us. You that not long fince ſo 
higt.ly valu'd the Cpportunities of Con- 
verſing' with your Mittrefs for ſome fevy 
Moments, ſhall here find your Privileges 
improv'd to a Permithon, nay, an Invita- 
tion, of ercertainiig the Object of your 
Love arall times.” No hour renders your 
viſits Ulaſeaſonable, nor no length Tedi- 
ous: He is rather welcomeſt ro God that 
comes to him Oftnelt, and ſtays with him 
x mp What favours were vouchſaf'd 
to rhar antiene Prophereſs, ( who ' was 
likewiſe one of the firlt Evangeliſts ) who 


for many years departed not from the Tem= Lui. 2.z- 


P le put fer ved God wi! h F aſt1ngs aut! Prayers &C. 
Night and Day, the beginning of St. Luke's 


Goſpel may inform you. -ſhe midnight a8. 6.255 
Hymns of Paul and Silas did not.onely not ** &c- 


Diftarb. or Q#end him they prais'd, but 
procur'd the viſit of an Angel to bring 
them miraculous/and unexpeded Liberty, 
252 proof of the Acceptalltnels of their 
ſeemingly unſeaſ6nable Devorions. When 
Cale. H 2 Encch 
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Gen.5.22, Enoch bad walked with God as many year 
23 24- asthe year has days, God was (o far fronf © 


Exod. 34. 


30, 
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being Importun'd or Tir'd by thart laſt 

AGgairy” that any rarny fra: an ns. 
ampled Exemption from Death, he wz 
pleas'd by a new and a nearer Cut to Hez. 
ven, to admit him to a yet Cloſer, mor 
Immediate,and more Undiſtracted Con. 
munion with himſelf. And when { 
had ſpent no leſs than forty days ard for 
ztghts in Converſing ( if I may uſe ſo F4 
myltar a tearm) __ God inthe Mount,he 
brought down the1ce,inftead of a Penance 


| for his Importunity, fo ſignal and radian 


_ _filently 


Pſal. c 6. $, 


a Teſtimony of God's peculiar Favour, 
that his dazled Country-men were x 
much Diſabled, as Invited, to gaze ona 
Objed of ſo much Wonder. And then, 
How proud do we ſee. many Lovers d 
their Sufferings, when ſhe bur Knows 
them for whom they are endured ? But 
Seraphick Love, there is not the leaſt good 
Wiſh, or privateſt Suffering, nay, not! 
whiſpering Sigh, or cloſer Thoug t, that 
roans or Aſpires inthe Ame 
rous Soul,. but He both ſees and hears, 
that Puts his, Servants tears. znto his Bottle, 
Sweetning and Recompencing the greateſt 
Misfortunes that his Love occaſtons, wit 
ſuch Support and Joys,as hinder us i fee] 
3 ; TR ; er em, 


ye Seraph ic>&> Love, Ion 


4, | fiem, and make them deſerve a contrary 
CY ame. Each amorous Soul may ſay to 
Wh, God with David , Thou knoweſt my down- Pl. 1; 9. 
\ i» | fitting, aud my up-riſing, thoa underſtandeſt *>3 
Her 7 ughts afar off , thou- compaſſe#t my: 
Wh path, and my lying down, and ayt acquaimed 
_ with all my ways. And Chritt alſo himſelf 
Mos has ſo atrentivean Eye upon the amorous 
fon Sol,that he 1s held forth in the 4pocalypfe, 
35 telling the Ruler of the Church of Smyr- 
ith 1a,l know thy works,& tribulation, pIUer= Rey. 2. 8, 
ty; And ſaying to the Angel of the Church »- 
of Pergamw, j; wk thy works,and where thoa Ld 
dwelleſt, even where Satar;s ſeat 8, ant thou We. 
boldeft faſt my name, and haſt not dented my 
bn fatth, even in theſe days wherein Antipas 
en. | 944 11 Faithfal Martyr,who was ſlain among 
d you, where Satan dwelleth. So that no en- 
« of deatirig' Circumſtance of our Love ſcapes 
unobſery'd by Him, who has Done and 
Suffer'd ſo much to engage us'to it. God 
12 | members not our En eavours to ſerve 
| Hm, the leſs, for Our having forgotren 
61 them, © Whenſaw we thee anyway diſtreſſed, Mach.zs, 
a4 ard relieved thee? will be the Queltton of 37, &c. 
1, | fiofe ro whom Heaven-it-felf will be ar 
| the laft Day: awarded, as-having Mini 
| fired ro: their Redeemer;c” Thoſe, rhat in 
«| Pegenerare times, ſuch as ours, Linas ' | 
| j "7, did," like Lot in Sodom, mourn for 
= H 4 Their 


. 
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Their Sins,” that mourned not,for theit fl 


Own, and condol'd among themſclves the 
ſpreading VWickedneſs of the times they 
liv'd in; though probably the Dangers 
threatned them by the very Sintulneſs 
they deplor'd, made them atte&t ſuch Pri: 
vacics 10 their Conferences,as freed them 
froin the Thoughts of being Over-heard; 
yet the Scripture informs us, ( and ris a 
Comfortable as well as Memorable Pal- 
Mal. 3.16, ſage ) that the Lord bearkncd, and beard it, 
i' anda Bok of remembrance was nritten before 
him, for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon big. Name. | hen ſhall be return, 
aud diſcern betwixt the righteow and the 
wicked, between him that ſerveth God, aid 


Rev. 2, 9, Þ1m-1bat ſerueth bim not, 1 knop, ſays 


0. Chrilt, (not onely to the Angel of Smyra, 
| but to each true Sufferer for Him ) thy 
works, and tribulation, and pot erty: Fear 

10:.g of theſe things that thou ſhalt ſuffer. Be 
they-faithful unto Death, and 1 will grve theg 

4a Crown of Life, God is pften pleas'd ro ace 

cept thoſe good, Thoughts and. Intentions 


of is Servants, whichnever arrive ataCty-. 
alPerformances../Though Davzd built not; 
yer his-Sonz that 


ls) 


re; Temple he deſign'd, 


did it, informs ps,that God faid unto him, 

6 wa Foreſmuch as 1t was in thine heart to build an 

'* Hoileformy Name, Thee didnt in that 
u as | ; 


. 
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Gif. Bit was 71 thize bear, fc. And 'tis the Epi- 
thet our Saviour gives God , Tour Fatter yy. 6.6, 


phich ſeeth 11 ſecret, &r, Nor need we fear 


Jour Rivals ſhould Supplant vs, ſince we 


can have none in Devotion, whole Prayer 


and Endeavour it is not, that God would - 


loveus more. For his Love to You being 
(as the chiefeſt Merit ) the ſtrongeſt Mo- 
tve and Title unto theirs,they cannot bur 
Wiſh him well whom God doth love fo ; 


and cannot Vith him better, than by im- 


ploring for him freſh Additions, both of 
that Love of God, and grateful Diſpoſi- 
tions to return it, Our Saviour aflures us, 


that there is Joy ta the preſence of the Angels xx, x5. 
of God over one Sivner that vepenteth, | And 7: 10. 
the ſole Hymn (except a Viſionary one) I, . 
find recorded of the Celeſtial, Quire, was iz, 14. 


ſung for a Bleſſing ro Mankind, wherein 
(for ought I know )-their Love and Sym- 


pathy alone concern'd them : For uvto 14 Vi. 9. 6. 
.(Men) the Child is born, and wito u the Son ; 
given. Who took not upon him the nature of Mb. 2.16. 


Angels, but theſeed of Abraham. So Noble 


and fo Difintereſs'd doth Divine Love : 


make Ours, that:there is nothing, beſides 


the Obje&t of. that Love, that we- love 
more-t#han our; Concurrents in it , per-- 


chance our of a Gratitude to their aſſiſting 


for 


us, $0,pay a Debr ;{ of Love and Praiſe) | 
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for which (alas !) we find our ſingle ſelves Ex 
but too Inſolvenr. | s. 

Seft, 17, Perhaps I need not mind you, Lr17dami, 
that divers _ of rhe tore-going ng 
Diſcourſe, ſuppoſe the Truth of ther} 9, 
'Dodtine, who aſcribe to God, in relation 
to every Man, an Eternal unchangeable Þ + 
| and Inconditionate Dectce of EleQion, or | þ 
Reprobation, - Yer concerning the Con- || , 
rroverſies betwixr the Calunzfs and the | 
Remonſtrants,about Predeſtinarion,and the & |, 
coherent Do&rines, it were Improperto || . 
give you here my ſence. Thoſe thar are | _ 
eruly Pious of either Party, are perhaps F 1 
otherwiſe look'd- on by Ged than by one |} | 
another, as Contending, which of God's 
Artribures ſhould be moſt ReſpeRed ; the || - 
one ſeeming to Afﬀfirm itreſpeive De- 
crees, to magnifice his Goodneſs ; and the 
other.to Deny them: but ro Secure the cre- 

_ dirof his Juſtice. And ever in Honouring |. 
the ſame Attribute, his Goodneſs, theſe 
Adverfaries ſeem Rivals ; the one parry 
ſuppoſing it beſt Celebrated by belteving 
it ſo Irrefiſtable, that rowhom ſoever 'ris 
intended, he Catinor bur be happy; and' 
th* other thinkihg-ir:moſt Exto[F'd by be- 
ing believ'd foUniverſal;char ir will make 
Every maiihappy, if he pleaſes : The orle / 
Party eleQting to Honour Free-grace,” by , 


aſhgning 
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<1} *fgning it(as to Men)an wilimitedly-vaſt 
"8 Extentzas the other does zby aſcribing ir an 
mp | infallibly-victorious Degree. Bur though 
oi. | my haſte, and the nature of my Theme 
h Sh make me decline the Controverſies about 
__ Przxdeſtination ; yet ſince the Dodtrine 
bl that maintains it, 1s not only by almoſt all 
| I thereſt of Mankind, but by the reſt of the 
»LF Proteſtant Churches themſelves, (the Lu- 
the theraas, and divers learn'd Divines of the 
h Church of Exgland) not only Rejeced; 
by bur Dereſted as little leſs than Blaſphe- 
i | OUS, (as indeed they that judge it an Er- 

© | ror, cannot but be tempted to think ita 
+ Dangerous one, and of very pernicious - 
'- | Conſequence, fo far forth as its Sequels 
« | re permittedto have Itifluence on Men's 
© | Practice) Ithink it not amiſs to Adver- 
5 | riſe you, tharthe Dodtrine of Pradeſtina- 
tion is not neceflary to Juſtifie the Free- 

" | neſs andthe Greatneſs of God's Love. 
> [& For ſo conſpicuous and Refulgent a Truth 
. | istharof God'sbeing the Author of Man's 
Felicity, that the Diſpute berwixt the Cal- 
viniifts and Arminians is not fo much con-. 
ceraing the Thing, as concerning the Man-. 

ner of 1ts being Proffer'd : the former af- 
firming Grace to be Irreſiſtably preſented; 

the laxer, though-they deny ir. to be Irre-' 
jeRable, yer gtanting, not only thar it is 

4 alrogerher 
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, altozether'Free and Undeſerv'd, bur alſo, 
ria che Proffer is made both with a Pow. 
er.enabling choſe to whom tis render'dto 
Accept It, and wica ſuci engaging Invis 
tations, thar Man art his firſt Converſion 
need contribute nothing to his Felicity,bur 
the not-wilfully Refuling ir,and may more fr 
properly be ſaid to owe it unto God, thai pe 
the Begoar to owe his Alms ro his Re- J 
liever, though he open his hand to receive p 
y "> : . L- . #i 
it, which he might have declin'd ro do, if 


ted 
ea 


O\ 


he would have wilfully courted his own 4 
Prejudice, Chriſt paid « Rarſome to Re: | © 


deem tis trucyand he is therefore call d, 
2 Per. 2.1, 7 he Loyd that bought 1 : But it was God's = 
free Goodneſs, both to provide us That ( 
:rit, and ro accept of That Ranſome, } 
neirher of which "be was Oblig'd to do; } 
and therefore, the Scripture aſcribes it not c 
tothe Juitice, but to the Love of God to 
Joh, 3.16. the world, that He ſent his o.ly begotten Son | ; 
| to R"deem it: And-St. Paul in the fame Text W _ 
Rom. 3.24. tells us both, that "We are Fuſtifi'd, Ig ff | 
Ti-cuuTs ye.m1, freely by bis Grace, and yet |} 
that it is; 912TH df g50\vledotos, tl row!b the 
Redomption, ( purchas'd for a Ranſome; 
the Original word Englith'd Redemption, 
relating to the Price paid for the Redeem-' ' 
ing: of. Captives-) that is in Fiſi« ChriH; 
- *Lis'confelt 6h all hands, that Merir' _ 
THIIPON | e 
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16; fe difclam'd, and choſe chat ſeem 'to ex- | 
ea ſomething from God as a Due, ac- id 
T Me wledae, that if his Promiſe did nor, i 
*.. their Actions could not, make it ſo; and 
that 'tis ro his Mercy they owe the Righe 


1 sf x bp oor 
by they. have to contide in his Juſtice. >t. 
- Faul, who, having fougbr the ood Frght, - Tim 


fimſb'd bis Courſe, ad kept the Faith, Ex- veil, 7, 8. 

x&ed a Crown of Righteonſujeſs from the 

Lord, under the Notion of the Righteous | 

BI FLARE yer tells us,thar Ly Grace we are ſa- Eph. 2, 8. 
ved,through faith,aud that rot of our ſety.s, 

, | it is the gift of God, Whoſe Promiles, 

now they Are made us, allow us 1:deed ro 


J 
bo expect Heaven from his. Juſtice ; bur be, pers. 4. 
K: making us theſe great and precious promiſes, 


(as St. Peter juſtly ſtyles them) muſt be ac- 
? | knowledg'd the pure Effect of bis free and 
? | wideſered Goodueſs ; which to believe In- 
finite, we need bur conſider the Diſpro- 
portion berwixt ſuch a Recompence as E- 
ternal Glory, and the lea(t Imperte& Per- 
formances of ours : Which, though they 
Needed nat Pardoti, could not at leaſt 
Challenge any Reward from Him, who, 
as our Creator, has ſuch a Right ro exat 
of us what ſervices he Pleaſes, without 
propoſing us any Recompence, that our 
exacteſt obedience to all his Commands, 
would yer leave us to confeſs our ſelves 
wrprofi:able 
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Luk. x7. #hprofitable Servants, who bave dove buff,” 
10. phat it was our Puty todo ;, and what if we 
had not done, we had given God, why 
had the Power, the Right and Provocath. 
onto puniſh us. And indeed, fo conſcionF--: 
are men Generally (if nor Naturally) tor. 

rheir being beholdirg to God for their Fe. 
licitv, that even thoſe that miſtake or op-ſþ:. 
poſe his Way of doing them good, will 
yerbe ſure to find out ſome Notion or 0- 
rher,under which they may conceiverhem-; 
felves God's Debtors for his Bleſſings, Þ;; 
That the more fober ſort of Romilh Ca- f.; 
tholicks themſelves, afcribe not ſo much 
ro Merit, (properly fo call'd) nor fo little 
ro God's Grace,as the more Quarrelſome 
Writers of. their party have given the 
more 'Eager Difputants of ours: occaſion 
eo reproach them. 3 were perhaps no diff. 
Cult rask ro manifeſt, if my haſte would 
give me lcave., Thar the Arminians own 
che Freencſs and Unmeritedneſs of God's 
» Elpeci- grace, the Remonſtranrs * Confeffion and 
ally ology are very careful ro fatisfie the 
Chap, 17. Wor! . And even the Socrmans, (how 


N 6 Re 7 ; 4 4 ,” , on 
and 55* profperouſly I determine not)are not a lit- M 
of 

/ 


tle, or un-induftriouſly follicitous to free 
their Erroneous Doctrine of Juſtification 
from the objected guilt of its tendency to 
draw the* Imbracers of it to — to 
thetf 
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ler aw: Nets, and thank themſelves for 


. - 


bo 


*& paſſage that Ilately read in one of the 
ict modern Upholders of that Se, 
. T 64 lichtingiu4 5 Who is wont. in my Opi- 
0 Fion, where his Subje will bear it, to 
diſcourſe as Fairly and as Rationally as al- 
moſt any VVricer that I have met with of 
b- his Perſuaſion ; and who. labours to re- 
oncile Sorts his Dodatrine with the 
Freeneſs of God's Grace, by Conſidera- 
tions, which,not to Injure himylI ſhall pre- 
ent you with in his own words.--=---- Ad 
twndendam vero (lays he,diſputing againſt 


eato um, 7 ne dicant ſe meraiſſe Gratiam, 
nn eft neceſſe, ſeruum in homine arbitriam 
inaurere 5 104 debet Virtus tolls ut tollatur 
arrogantia. Sufficit, 1. Quod nec velle nec 
14 WPrficere poſſint, miſs Dew & voluntatem ex- 
cuiet (7 wires augeat. 2. Quod ea, que divi- 
| BS adjuti Uiribus factunt, nullo modo dignt- 
tate & pretio dtuing gratie reſpondeat, ſed 
#finito ixtervallo ab ea abſint, Nay, though 
the Modern and Degenerate Jews be, up- 
onthe Score of being the great Patrons of 
Man'sFree-will,not cauſleſly eſteem'd the 
great Oppugners of God's Free grace ; 
yet. both from their Famous Rabbt, and 
my Learned Acquaintance, <MHenaſſeb Ber: 

; Iſrael, 


Tog. 
Hab, 1-26, 


"mn heir Felicity. VVhich brings into my mind 


the Learned Meiſnerw) arrogantiam juſti- | 


page 97: 
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Sect. 1 2, 
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Ifrael,and from diversothers of their mdf th 
eminent'W'rirers,has the truth ſometime] 4h 
extorted Confethons, which;though madff ev 
upon Erroneous grounds, ' were not ven th 


far ſhort of Orthodox, To which pu hi 


poſe I remember, that a Jewiſh Protect ar 
of Hebrew;(whoaſhſted mein my Studied Þf 
of that myitertous Tongue) being, asthif w+ 
reſt of his Nation, an eager and perempſ} h; 
tory Champion of Free-will, concetvd m 
thar even that Liberty, which ro us ſeem. w 


teait ro Indebrt men to their Creator; di 
tranſcendently Oblige him unto God. For 
one Day thar we wereprivately-and frethf 
diſcourting together of matters of Rel 
gion, he told me, he thought Men ow! 
more to God's Goodneſs, than the ve 
Angels do. For, ſaid he, whereas Got 
without any good Work of theirs, bu 
purely out of his Goodneſs, conferr'd aff 
them that-blett Condition they enjoy; 
by giving Man a Free-will, by ae 
Uſe of which he may Glorihe his Maker; 
when, by Abuſing it, 'tis in his power t6 
Diſhonour him, he allows Man tharhigh-f 
eſt Satisfaction and Privilege, of | Cv 
operating to his own Felicity. - .- 
And now, Lindamor, we are arrived 
the lat Property, which qualifies God, 
the Hrtel(t Objed for our Love, which is, 


they. . 
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the Advantagiuuſneſs of His tous both in 
ting the Preſent and the Future Lite, And firſt, 
"mad even in This World we owe God no lefs 
t' Ver than All the Goods we polleſs. VVe owe 
! ptr him both What we have, and That we 
teflaff 'are : For we may truly ſay of God with the 
ud. Plalmiſt, /t 7s he that bath made w, ard not Pl. 119. 
25 we our ſel/tes. And we were not only in his V4 3: 
mp hands, ſolike C lay tn the Potter's, that he iſa. 64. 8, 
v4 might have made us Any thing ; bur we 
em. were fo' purely rhat Negatve, from 
, al whence we were cxtracted, that He (if 
For he had pleaſed ) tor ever might have left us 
ME ro our firſt Nothing. His Love is the O- 
(elf riginal and Fountain-bleſſing ; all the reſt 
wil 8re but as Pipes ( and Inſtruments) to 
vel Convey ir, and ſerve but to hand it to us, 
oof Your Wit wins you Applauſe, Your In- 
duſtry heaps you up Treaſures ; be it gran- 
| ted. Burt who gave you- that Wit? and 

|. did both Give and Proſper that boaſted 
wg Induſtry > Certainly, God as much (Gives 
us all che Goods we Pofleſs, as he that 
"to = a Begzar a thouſand Pounds, gives 

im the Cloaths, and Mear, and all the 

Bravery it helps him to. Bur beſides theſe 
more obvious Preſents of God's Bounty, 
we enjoy other Effects of his Goodaets 
which, though by the Cuſtomarineſs of 

their being poſſetſed, they prove leſs Con- 
I” I ſpicuous 
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ſpicuous than the other, yet grow no leſs 56G 


Priz'd, when the Want or Loſs of then, 


makes us ſenſible of the true Value df; 


them. HadI the leiſure, Lindamor, to lead 


4 


nar! 


your Thoughts with me to the Galleys ſec 


and ſhew you there thoſe wretched Cap. 
tives, that are Chain'd to the Oars they. 


[ 


eugs at, and though expos'd to all the Mi-J he! 
ſeries and Hardihips of a tempeſtuowjyj 


Sea, have oftentimes cauſe given them, by 
their Barbarous Uſage aſhore, to fear the 
Ocean leſs than any Port fave Death, 
Could I draw for you the Curtains of Sid 
and Dying-men, and open to you that ſad 
Scene, where ſome pine and languiſh a 
way by Diſtempers, that deprive them df 
all the Joys, Advantages, and ( whar is 
more conſiderable ) Utes of Life, before 
they caſe them of Life it ſclf z Others 
Breathe rather than Live, perpetually Tor- 
mented eirher with their Diſeaſes or Phy- 
lick ro protract a wretched Lite, up 
rearms that turn it into a Trouble : 
Others ſtruggling with the rude Pangs 
Death, are yet perchance leſs tormented 
by Them, than by the ſad Proſpe& of 
their Former Life, and the Remembrance 
of thoſe Criminal pleaſures, which yet it 
 perbaps Iſs troubles them that they muſt non 
forego, than that they once enjoy d them, 
| Should 


by 


dan 
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les} Should I Lindamor, bring you into Hoſpi- 
hem tals, and thew you there the various ſhapes 
© off f Human Miſery, and how many Souls, 
lead narrowly lodg'd (if I may ſo ſpeak ) in Sy= 
© I necdochical bodies,ſee their earthenCorra- 
-2Þ-F ves moulder away to Duſt ; thoſe miſerable 
alt 


by 


oF living to ſee themſelves Dead and Buried 
»by by piece-meal. Should I, to diſpatch, Len- 
"8 donor, (ſhew you all the ſeveral Companies 
ah, of Mourners,that almoſt make up Mankind, 
168 and diſcloſe to you how copious ſhowrs of 
Tears do almoſt every where VWater(not to 

| gy Over-flow)this Vale of Miſeries ; You 
Af would perchance ſee cauſe. ro think, that 
bY God's Privarive(if 1 may ſoſpeak) may con- 


ICY rend wich his Poſitive Favours;zand that you | 


SE owe lictle leſs for what you are Not, than 
X-B for what = Are, to that diſcriminating 
Y-F Mercy of his, to which alone you owe your 
MF Exemption from milſeries, as great as the 


fons by the loſs of one Limb after ano= 
*Ither,ſurviving bur Part of Themſelves, and 
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nd Blefing it confers on you : For,ho maketh , c.,.,; 


off thee to arffer 2 15 a Queltion that may be as 
dE well ask'd in reference to our External j.4S 
af toour Spiritual Condition, Which invites 
<E meto mind you, L:ndamor, that you are yet 
#} more engag'd ro God's Love,for ProteQting 
"x you from thoſe groſs Vices that Disfigure 
.& moſtMen's minds,than from choſe leſs Dan- 
d 1 2 gcrous, 


114 


Gentlemen are generally pleas'd to think 


rice-Infanc,threatned by the Apoplexte, we 
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Dangerous, though more Reſented, Diſe- 
ſes thar Dittemper their Bodies, | 
For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Revenge, 
and even that vats Converſation wiich you 


Innocent, are really more Formidable and 
pernicious Diſeaſes and Calamities, than 
thoſe that reduce Men to take Phylick, or 
thruſt them into Hoſpitals. To evince the 
troth of which Paradox, I hope I ſhall n&t 
need to mind you of judging of the Dan- 
geroyſneſs of Diſcaſes by the Nobleneſs 
of the part affected, fince I can tell you, thaſ: 
He that cannot err, ſcems daily ro juſtifie 
our Ailertion; by inflifting Sickneſs and the 
ſharpeſt ourward Calamuties on his own 
Deareſt Children, to preſerve them from 
rhe Contagion of Sin, or Curethem of the 
unfilial Habicudes' of ir. And therefore, 
ſince, when we {ec a tender Mother apply a 
painful] Cauſtick tothe neck of her Favo- 


{cruple nor to conclude, that ihe thinks the Þ 
trouble of an Ifiue an Evil inferior ro Con- 
vulſion-fits : So when we ſee our Heaven] i 
Father ſend Infirmities and Crofles to "ef F 
cue thoſe he Loves from the Contagion or 
the Dominion of Sin ; we may ſafely con- G 
clude,” he thinks. Affliction a leſs Evil than 
Guilt, {ince he is too Wile and Indulgent a 
: Phy fician 
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Phyſician to Cure with a Remedy worſe 
than the Diſeaſe. In the eighth of Deutero- 
wmy,there is a Caution giyen the /ſraelttes, 
l& Proſperity ( which 1s wont to be a kind 
of Lethe, that makes men Forget all, bur 
their Enjoyments)thould make any of them 


lay in his heart 5 M1 Y power, and the might of Deur. 8$. 
my baud hath gotten me this wealth, But (faith '7 18. 


the Text) they ſhall remember the Lord thetr 
Ged « for it ts he that gtueth them power to get 
wealth, It is not the revolting 1ſraclites on- 
Jy, of whoſe Ignorance of his Bounty God 


may complain,as he did by the Prophet, by 


— 


whom he faid,/ taught Ephraim to gogtaking yy 1, LY 


them by their arms, Lut they knew not that 1 
healed them : And there are but too many,of 
whom he mighr ſay, as he did by the ſame 


Prophet ; For ſhe did not kaow that T gave ber yr \. 
Corn,and Wine,aud Oyl,and muitiplid ber Sil- 8, 5. 


ver, and her Gold. which they prepar'd for 
Baal : Therefore mill I return and take away my 


Corn in the time thereof, and my wine tn the 


Seaſon thereof, . aud will recover my wool and 
my Flax given to cover her Nakeaneſs. And 
this will make way for the Deſign I had to 
recommend the Advantagiouſnefs of God's 
Love, by ſaying , Thar as for Spiritual 
Goods, he giyes us in this: Life ſo rich an 
Earneſt of expe&ed Joys, that even the Ear- 
neſt is a Stock large enough to ſubſift with 


3 Comfort 


Luke 16. 
"io 


Ruth 2+ 
20, 


| 2 Job "A 
T, 


of Go 


Love) will leaye no more room untaken.yt 


Bug - 
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Comfort on,and really out-values and trah. 
ſcendsall thoſe Momentany Pleaſures, itn. 
quires us to forlake, to keep up a Tirlet 
Erernal ones. Bur to particularize Gd 


mercies tous in this very lite, wouldcertain 


ly take up a Conſiderable part of it. And ye 
the Love, God bears us, Dies not with ug, 
nor doth'as Men's Aﬀections)etther endure 
a Funeral in our Tombs, or ſurvive only 
an uſeleſs Grief, (or an Eſteem as bootlels,) 
No,God's love is ſo far from reſembling 
uſual ſort of Friends, who, when they 
accompanied us to the Grave, do The 
leave us ; thar, like the Angels,that ca 

Lazarw's Soul to Abraham's boſom, its Ofh 


6iouſeſs begins then moſt to Appear, wha 


our dark Eyes are Clos'd,and is'then True 
to the beloved Soul, when ſhe Forſakes the 
Body, giving each bleſſed Saint cauſe to fy 

F what Naom? did of Boaz, that Ht 
hath not Ieft off hus kindnefs to the Liting, an 
to the Dead. Now, indeed (ſays our Savi- 


-our's Favorite) are we the-Sors <f God, and 


aath not yet appear what we ſhall be : But 
know, when he ſhall appear, we ſball be like hin 
This bleft ExpeQance muſt be now n 
Theme, becaufe the narrow Limits, -whid 
my Deſign hath plac'd. to-this Diſcourl 
( of the Advantages accruing from God 


by Heaven, 


han 
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| erat. 4 But, £r24amor, before I proceed to ſet 3:4, 19, 
ie forth ro you the Greatneſs of the Feli- 
itlewſ dry reſerv'd for us in Heaven, it will, I 
Gai fear, be requiſite ro mind you of the Laws 
reain.Jfulneſs of having an Eye on it. For 
d ya} many not undeſervedly applauded Preach- 
thusf ers, have of late been pleas'd to reach the 
1duref People, that to Hope for Heaven is a 
ly af Mercenary, Legal, and therefore Unfilial 
eſs.) Aﬀe&ion. Indeed, to Hope for Heaven 
g thef as Wages for Work pertorm'd, or by 
hav way of Merit, in the proper and ſtrict 
her Acception of that tearm, were a Preſump- 
ll tion, to which, none of the Divines, we 
$ diſent from, can be roo much an Enemy, 
f nor perhaps more fo, than Iam, But to 
take in God's Blefſings among the Motives 
of Loving God, is, but to doas he did,who 
if faid, 7 love the Lord,becauſe he bath beard my Pi. 116.1, 
voice, and my ſupplicationsz and to Look 
ij upon the Joys of Heaven, to Comfort ard 
# Support us in the Hardſhips and Lofles ro 
'} beundergon in a” gr thicherward,is, 
to Imitate no worſe a Man than Aoſes, of 
nf whom it is ſaid, that he efteemed the reproach Ficb. tt. 
of Chrift greater riches than the Treaſures in © 
Egypt 3 for be had reſpe3,or turn'd his Eye, 
(dTif\rvt) unto the recompence of the reward. 
It is indeed, L:ndamor, a happy Frame of 
7 mind, to be able to love God purely for 


II8 


S , 
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Himſelf, without any Glance at our ownſther 
Advantages. Bur though I dare not deny, fu t# 
that ir is Poſſible to attain to ſo High andlre\ 
difintereſs'd a kind of Love,yet I think,tha ito 


that Excellency, ſuppos'd to be Vouchlafd 


ro ſome Men,is not by the ScriprureExaQted 
as a Duty from All men, Were all the re. 
compence of Ptety of a Worldly Nature, 
and to be Here receiv'd,the Actions invited 
to, by the Intuition of it, might pals fer 
Mercenary. Bur when Heaven is chiefly 
hoped for, as it will admit us unto the frui- 
tion of God himſelf in Chrilt, and-that the 
Other Joys expected there are ſo far from 
being of a Senſual or Worldly nature, that 
they are known not to be attainable, till by 
Death, the Senſes and Bodies themſelves, 
and all che mcerly Animal Faculties be abo- 
liſh'd: fora Heaven ſo confider'd, I fay, to 
Forgo readily all thePleaſures of the Senſes, 
and Undergo cheertully all the Hardthips 
and Dargers that are wont to attend a Ho- 
ly Lite, 1s, L11damor,ſuch 8 kind of Merce- 
narineſs, as none, but a Reſigned, Noble, 
and Believing Soul, is likely to be guilty of, 
If I ſhould ſay,that Fear it LiCand even the 
Fear of Hell,may be one Juſtifiable Motive 


of Men's Actions,though I ſhould propoſe, 


what thoſeI am reaſoning with would think 
a Paradox ; yer I ſhould perhaps _ forth 
therein 


of 1 


OW! 
leny, 
1 and 
q hat 
{af 
ed 
e Ie. 
ure, 
lred 


for 
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therein no more than the Scripture does, Let Heb. 4. x. 
# therefore Fear (fays the VV riter to the He- 

Lrews) leſt a promiſe being left ws of entring 

into bis Reſt,ary of you ſhould ſeem to come ſhort, 

if it, Ang no leſs eminent a Herald of rhe 

Goſpel than St.. Paul, who ſo ſucceſsfully 
maintain'd the Evangelical againit the Le- 


1 


gal Spirit, thus profetteth of himſelf, 7 keep x Cor. 9. 
under my body, aid bring it into ſubjetton, leſt »7- 

ly any meai.s, when T have preacb'd to others, [ 

myſelf ſhould be a caſt-away, And 'twas not 

to Slaves or Hirelings, that Chriit directs 

this Admonition,! ſay #zto you,my Friends, 

Be it afraid of them that Gn the Budy, and Luk. 12. 
after that have no moye that they can do © But I a15- 
pill forwarn you whom you ſhall fear, Fear bim, 

phich after he bath kild, hath power to caft 

tnto Hell ;, Teal ſay unto you, (a gemunation, 

which the preſent Controverſte thews not to 

have been Cauſeleſ(s) Fear him. Where the 
Paraphraſe given of God,is not barely De- 
{criptive bur Rariocinative,(to borrow thoſe 


tearms of rhe Schools) informing us,not on- 


ly Whom welſhculd,and (ſhould not fear,but 
Why we ſhould fear the one and not the 
other. As when St. Paul ſays, 1 row whom 
I have truſted, he means what manner of 
Perſon,how Faithful, (as St. Peter elſewhere 1 Per. 4." 
calls God) and how Ommipotent : whence im-?* 


mediarclyhe adds, Aud 1 am perſuaded,that , Tim, 1. 


be I 2. 
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be is ableto keep that which I have committ«l 


wnto him againſt that day, More Texts of th 

ſame Import might be added, if che Deſign 

of thoſe already alleg'd were other, thanty 
Facilitate the Admutiton of the more Plan- 

ſible crutch we have been making out, and 

which to us ſeems very clearly held forth in 

thoſe and the like Scriptures, which are 

' therefore cited out of the New Teſtament, 

that they might have the greater Authority 

Phil.3.14- With one ſort of our Antagoniſts; / preſs te. 
ward the mark for the prize of the high calling 

Rev. 22. of God in Chrift Feſws, Bleſſed are they that a 
14. his Commandemtnts, that they may bave right 
to the Tree-of Life , and may enter in through 

« Tim. 6. the Gates into the City, Laying up mn flore for 
19. themſelves a good foundation agatuft the time 
fo come, that ” may lay bold of eternal Life, 
Rom.2.17. To them, who y patient continuing in well. 


dotng, ſeek for ( £rrso1) Glory, and Honour, 
and — Eternal life, And of Chriſt | 


himſelf, whoſe Love to God is queſtion- 

leſs Filial and Unequalable, *ris ſaid, Lvok- 

Heb. 12.2- 779 unto Jeſs the Author and Finiſher of our 
Fatth, whofor the Foy that was ſet before-him 

endured the Creſs, deſpiſed the ſhame, and # 

| ſet down at the right hand of the Throne of 

© God, Nor fee I why it ſhould be Unfilial 

for, a Child of God to further the Rai- 

{ing of thoſe Paſſions, which his — 
| ather 
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itt Father: intends to have'rais'd in him, up- 
f thef on the ſame Grounds and Motives that 


clton 
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God is pleaſed-to imploy to Excite them. | 
And fince the Scripture ſeems plainly to 


| invite our Hopes, by recording St. Paul's 
having ſaid , Every man that ſtriveth for the * Cor. 9. 


maitery 1s temperate 1# all things ; now they ** 
do it to obtain a corruptible Crown, but we ans 
tweorruptitle : ' And by repreſenting our 
Saviour himſelf, as ſaying in one place, 


Rejoyce, and be exceeding 2lad, for great us Mas. 5.12, 


your reward tn-'Heaven : In another, Be thou 
faithful unto'Death, and I will grve thee a 
Crown of Life. And in divers others ſpeak- 
ing to the-like purpoſe ; Since, I ſay, the 
Scripture ſeems thus to allure our Hopes, 
would it not be a kind of accuſing it of an 
Aptneſs to delude. and enſnare us , To 
reach, that ie/propoſeth to us the power- 
fulleſt ObjeQs to Incite our Paſſions, if it 


| beſinful ro cheriſh andiharbour the Paſh- 


ons raruratly belonging to thoſe Objects ? 


And certainly, Lindamor, fince God, who, 


2s our Creator, knows - the Frame and 
Conftiturion-of Man's Soul, incomparably 
berter than he himſelf, is pleas'd to deal 
with our Hopes and our. Fears, to en- 
page us to his Service: It very ill becomes 
Us, cither to quarrel with his Methods of 


working on our Spirits, or to reject any 


Help 


Rey. 2-10. 


4 
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Help which he; has been -pleas'd to afford 
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a Piety, which, for ought ever I could 
obſerve, does even in the beſt Men find 
relittance enough to keep any. Help tha 
can be employed to promote it from be. 
ing Superltitious. And truly , the Ani- 
mating or Diſcouraging Influence, that 
Hope, or the Want of it, is wont to have 
upon our Endeavours, makes me very 
apprehenſive , that ſince the Enlivening 
hopes of Heaven are not able ro make 
molt Men's Endeavours other than very 
Languid, the forbidding thoſe ſupporring 
Hopes would ſoon Weaken and Decreaſe 
our Endeavours into none at all. | 


560.20, Bar, Lindanr,hough 1 may props 


have taken ſome Pains in ſtudying Con- 
croverſal Divinity , yet I. take ſo little 
pleaſure in Writing of tz; that though 
not onely a Seaſonable Dutyto trurh, bur 
azNecellary one to: the enſuing part of this 
Diſcourſe, have. preiſed me to ſerve in 
this cauſe ; yet I (hall perhaps obtain Your 
pardon, ſooner than my Own , for-having 
thus long ſuſpended the Diſcourſing to you 
of the Adv-atagrouſneſs of God s love 
to us, as it gives us Here a Right, and 
will Hereafter give us Admiſſion, to Hea- 
ven. Heaven, the bright Seat of ſo much 
Happineſs, that we ſhall ſcarcely. count 

| | amonselt 


amon 


the 


pount 


Seraphick Love. * 2233 
- , ſanongſt our” Joys , that Heaven is the 
2 of them;-. There the Excellency of 

hl pollefſed 'Goods ſhallas much diſap- 

und point our Expectations, asin other fruiti- 
""Jons the Emptineſs is wont to do. | The 
Apoltle tells us , thar Eye- bath not ſeen, r Cor. 2. 
mr Ear beard, neither bave- entred 1nto the 9+. 

heart of. Han; the things which God bath pre= | 

pared for them that love Him, Such pure re- 

fin'd Delights nor onely ' ſtoop not' unto 

Senſe, bur are: ſublime enough even to 
tranſcend Imagination. VVhen Fancy hath 

) | form'd and- thap'd: the PerfeReſt Idzas, 

p charits Abſtractions can make, of Blefſed- 


ha 
be 
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jeſs; our own -more happy Experiences 
of greater, muſt diſabuſe- us,, when we 
come to Heaven;;* which is a Soyl, whoſe 
Fruirfulneſs 18'fo confin'd ro Joy, that 
even our Diſappointments and Miſtakes 
ſhall there contribute to our Happineſs ; 
| which will ſo much partake of his Immen- 
fity, whoſe Gift ir is, that you ſee the 
Apoſtle gives it a Negative Deſcription : 
And to create in us Apprehenfions undero- 
gatory from what we ſhall Pofleſs , not 
onely removes our thoughts From all we 
Do Enjoy , but Exalts them Above all 
that we Can Fancy. Ar which way of 
proceeding, that you may the leſs won- 
der, Lindamor, be pleas'd to conſider, that 
in 
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in Heaven obr Faculties ſhall not onely 
be Gratifi'd with: ſuitable and :acceprable 
Qbje&s,. bur ſhall. be- Heighthed and En 
hrg'd, and .conſequently\our Capacities 
of Happinefs;as well Encreas'd as Filld, 


A Child not. yerreleas'd out.of the home- 
: ly Priſon of the VVomb, canjiot there pok- 


bly frame Tdeas of thoſe:delights, which 
will be afforded hit by the-pleating Noiſes, 
and the glittering: Qbjedts, thar will pre- 


: fenc theinſelves to him 2iter his Birth; 


And the. fame: Child, whilft he continues 
in: his Nonage;>though he:may with” De- 
lights look: upan; Emblems finely Drawn 


| and Painted, \and may- take ſome pleaſure 


in. beholdingthe;near' and furprizing Cha- 
raders and  Elouriſhes: of a Greek and 
Hebrew Bible curioully Printed ;. yet he 
cannot then Imagine the Pleaſure : rhe 
fame Objects wilt atord him, when Age 
and Study ſhall haye ripen'd and inſtructed 
his Intelle&nals, and made :him- capable 
both of Underitanding, and Relliſhing the 
excelleut Moralities, couch'd in thoſe in- 
genious Emblems, and the profound and 
ſaving Myſteries, wherewich that Divine 
Book, the Scripture, (eſpecially in irs Ori- 
inal Tongues) 'does to an Intelligent and 
Religions Peruſer, appear Repleniſh'd. 
Such a double advantage, L:1zdamer, among 
others, 
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athers, the Admuſſion into Heaven bi 

thoſe, to . wHom that- Bleſſing is vouch- 
fd : For, befides that Ser of Objetts, (if 
Imay ſo ſpeak ) ſo New, and ſo Peculiar 
to Heaven, that their Ideas could never 
enter into Men's thoughts before their Ad- 


| miſſion there; _ beſides this,..I lay, ourthen 


enlarg'd Capacicies will enable us, even 
in Objects which were nat altogether Un- 
known to us before, to pe rceive ;thi.gs 
formerly Undiſcern'd, and, derive thence 
both New and Greater Sarisfactions and 
Delights. Wonder not, L:4damor, that in 
mentioning the Joys of Heaven, Iuſe the 
Expreſſions I find lealt Detratory from a 
Theme, as much above our Praiſes, as 
the Heaven they are enjoy'd in is above 
our Heads, For, though ſuch Expreſſions 
may ſeem ſomewhat Tumid- and Aſpir- 
ing, and fitrer much for one that Cele- 
brates, than-for one that bur Aſerts : Yet 
cannot I ſcruple ro uſe Seeming Hyper- 
boles in the mention of Felicities, which 
make the higheſt Hyperboles but Seeming 
ones, For 99" Joys, Lindamor, of Hea- 
ven, are like its Stars, which, by reaſon of 
our Remoteneſs from them, appear ex- 
tremely Little, though really in them- 
ſelves they are ſo Vaſt, that a leſs than 
the largeſt is by Odds Greater than the 


biogelt 
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eſt Obje& upon Earth, nay, than the ding 
ole Earth it ſelf. , And therctore, as if lh r 


Were to. take you with" me* to conten the! 


-plate rhe Plthets, 1.wonld ſhew you then 
through ſuch a Telefcope, as by. grea:| 


"ning thoſe right Obje&s in compariſa} 


'of what tothe unaſſiſted Eye they: ap- 
pear, doth'fomewhar leſſen the Diſadvar- 
tage of Remotenels, and ſhews then 
*with'leſs Derradtion' from their true May: 
nitude;; ſo mciitioning to you the Felici. 
ties'of Heaven, I think it not Unlawful 
ot Improper to. endeavour by Repreſen- 
tations , tranſcending what they Appear, 
to give you Notions Teſs inferiour to wha 
they Are. | 
Seft. 21. | In Heaven, then, we ſhall taſte Hap- 
Pineſs enough, to enable us to rectihe 
the Definicion of it. Ve may there be 
- . mi{ftructed how ro Name and Rate all 
"Goods by thoſe that will Concentre in- 
ro the Felicity we ſhall poſſeſs, which 
ſhall be there made up of the Confluence, 
Perfection, and Perpetuity of all true Joys, 
For , Heaven will make us Happy, not 
( as Philofophy pretends ro do) by the 
Coffinement, bur by the Fruition of out 
Deſires : which ſhall neither Fail in the 
Choice of their Obje&s, nor Miſs of the 


Enjoyment of them z but be, both uner- |. 


ringly 


we 
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n thy Juſt, and infallibly Accompliſh'd:: 
Sf] q; fan of which I 7 as our 
ten then ReQifi'd Reaſon will conſider things) 
henf we ſhall think our ſelves happier (yer) than 
ett.{in' the later. . VVe ſhall chere Reſemble 
riforf the Saints we here Admire, and ſhall nor | 
ap onely See, and. be Like thoſe pious Wor- 
var-ſ thies, whoſe virtues Eclipſe theirs, which 
1enſ among the Heathen Deif'd leſs deſervin 
lag.Þ Heroes ; thoſe excellent Perſons that did as 
ic well Ennoble as Inftrudt Mankind, giving 
plu] us cauſe to Glory,” and ro Bluſh that we 
er-f are. Men, and whoſe Storics have the un- 
ar, _ Honour of being recorded by In- 

pired Pens ; Thoſe Spry:ts, I ſay, of j## py, 1: 
Men made perte#, as the Scripture tearms 23- 
p-f them, ſhall be our conſtant aud familiar 
ic} Company, into whoſe blefſed Society we 
be thall not onely be Welcome, bur Encreaſe 
lf it. In Heaven, we ſhall have a bleſs'd and 
t- | familiar Converſation withthoſe ſame glo- 
hf tious Spirits, whoſe Nature doth -inveſt 
| chem with ſuch a Luſtre, that all the Dif 
5. | advantage of their Diſguiſes, when they 
t | Appear to us, doth ſcarce ſuffice to cone J.. . 
c| fine our Raptures to ReſpeRts below Ido- 
rf latry, and darken them into Objedts for 
| our: Wonder, not Adoration. ' There we 
* | (hall ſee ( a Sight worchy Dying for ) that , 
- f. Bleffed Saviour, of. _ the ag 
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does ſo Much, 2nd fo Excellently entertain 
us, and who having Done and Suter'd 6 


much for us, does ſo highly deſerve of us, 
both upon the ſcore of iis Infinice Perfect 
ons,21d upon the account of his Ineſtimable 
Benefirs. Yes, there ſhall we ſee that Holy 
'E-xi9a- and DivinePerſon,who, when he vouchſaf4 
% - * (ashis Favourite-Diſciple ſpeaks) to vitch 
Joh. 1.14. hrs Tent among i'', and dwell with: Men Of 


Earth, to fit them by his Merits and Exams 


ple ro dwell with htm in Heaven,did fo ad- 
mirably mix an awful Majeſty with an hum- 
ble Meekneſs, and the aflum'd Infirmitic 
of his huinan Nature, with the ſcaſonabk 
Coruſcaticns of his Divinezand expreſs'din 
his whole Life, fo Perte& and Exemplary a 
Virtue, and yet fo much -Sweetnels. and 
Gentleneſs towards thoſe Afſpirers to. it, 
that were the moſt Short of it; that the 
Jews themſelves could ſay of him, That 


Mar. 7.37. He had tone all thin;9s we 


and his very 


Enemltes, that were employ d to apprehend 
him as a Malefactor, confels'd even to 
thoſe that ſent them to doſo, That rewn 
Joh. 9.46, Man ſpake lIrke hrm, And his Apoſtles,who 


had moſt Opportunity to Pry narro 


wly in- 


to his Aﬀtions, and were of a Condition 


and Breeding very unlike. to-infu 
them Heroick Reſolutions, did, in 
of the frequent Reptoots heir faili 
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franſ weed from himy, and of the Hardfhips that 
d fol arended his Service, think even Death it 
' Us | ſelf in his: Company, more Eligible, than 


e 
| 


Life led on of it 3 Les us alfo go that we may Joh.11.16. 
the with him. (fays even the diftruſtful Tho- 
#45 to his fellow-Niſciples. } But, Lr- da 
#4, we ſhalt there fee the Son of God, not 


| in that Form of @ Servant, which he put on Phil. 2. 7: 


that he might Suffer for us, and exerciſe his 


PFrieſtly and Prophetick Function here be- 


bw bue in that Regal State and Condi- 

tion, which belongs to him by virrue of his 

Kingly Office ; on whole ſcore lie is ſtyled 

in the Scripture, King of Kings, and Lord of Rey. 19, 

Lords, All power or authority being ( as '<: 

himſelf ſpeaks) given Him both in Feaaven 4 2 ans 

ad in Earth. And how Nobly attended 

may we ſuppoſe this Divine Monarch to 

be in his Exalted Condition in Heaven, 

when in his ſtare of Humiliation on Earth, 

whilſt he was in the wilderneſs among the Mat, 1.13; 

wild Brafts, the Angels are recorded to have 

minifired unto htm; and,whillt he lay ſwath'd 

ina homely Manger, the multitude of the Luk. x. : 

Celeſtial Hott were heard to ſolemnize his 

miraculous Birth, according to that pailage 

of the Writer to the Hebrews, when be Heb. x. & 

bringeth tn the firſt begotten into theworId, (he 

ſaith) Azxd ler all the Angels of God worſhip® 

bim t And yet fiich conſiderable and noble 
K 2 Creatures 


» 
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call.d Angels, are, that One of them 11 One 


phemous Sexdcheril's impious Camp. And 
ſo much Majeſty,' and Superiority, does 
cheir Nature give them, in reference even 
ro the Eminenteſt of Mortals, That, when 
che undaunted Foſbua had boluly Challeng'd 
one of them, thar appear'q to him in the 
likeneſs of a Man, and demanded, Whom 
he was for > when he knew him to be an 
Angel, ( unleſs he ſuppos'd him to be thar 
promis'd Mefliah, who is elſewhere call d 
Mal.'3.1-the Angel of the Covenant, as it is in the 
Original, and in the ſame Text the Lord) 
he altars his Addreſs unto him into this 
J«» 5, Submiihve one, what ſaith my Lord unto big 
13,14. Servant 2 And even wiſc and holy Darrel 
himſelf, who was the ſecond Perſon of 
the World for Power, and the firſt for 
much nobler Attributes, Wiſdom, aad 


vernours of vaſt Provinces, and Profeflors 
of admired Magick, inferiour to him- 
ſelf, yer confelles to the Angel, that ap- 
pear'd to him, That he was confounded 


17. with this my Lord? We may (afcly ROW 
| "i ore 


Creatures, thoſe Immarerial Intelligences | 


2 King.19. night was able to deſtroy above. a hundred | 
oh and: fourſcore thouſand Men, in the blaſ- | 


no - << <<nAD OS OoOLHDPPro 


Underſtanding , who' ſaw ſo many Go- 


- ard diſanimated ar his preſence, and adds, 
Dan. 10. FHJow can the Servant of this my Lord talk 


h..- * => 
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Saviour, not in thoſe Diſguiſes which diſ- 
-figur'd him in their Eyes, thar onely conſi- 
.der'd his Sufferings, bur in that triumphanc 
| Condition, wherewith they are now Re- 
.warded, The Thorns of his (now no more 
[Galling, .bur Adorning) Crown will ap- 
pear upon thar radiant Head of his, more 


wherein God appeared to Moſes, Arid 
we ſhall not. fee that Deſpicable form, 
which made the Prophet ſay, ( perſonating 
-the generalicy of the Jewiſh Nation con- 
-cemporary with the . Meſlias ) ---------- 


.we ſhall ſee him, there is no Beauty that we 
i ſhould deſire. But we ſhall ſee him en- 
- compaſs'd with fo much Majeſty, and 
+ Shining with-ſo much of his genuine Splen- 
: dour and Beauty, that we ſhall deſer- 


And our raviſh'd Souls ſhall by the more 


- attentive Contemplation of him , bur 
find more cauſe to imitare the Spouſe 
in Solomon's myſtick Epithalamium 3 


who. having dwelt upon the Beauty. of 
the ſeveral Parts that concurr'd to the 
Accompliſhing the Divine Bridegroom , 
_exclaims in an mn » Very con- 

101 lately mention'd 
K 3 in 


trary to the Expre 


| 'I3 
fore expe, thar we ſhall chen behold our 


I 


glorious, than thoſe of the flaming Buſh, Exod. ;.z. 


He bath no Form, nor Comelineſs , and when 1s. 51. :. 


vedly eſteem him Nephle, the Admirable. 1c,, g. c. 
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in the Prophet , He # altogether Defirg, 
or by an Hebrailm, 408 deſirable, which 
our  Engliih renders, He #s altogether love. 
ly. His Eyes will there appear, as $, 

_ of ative Fire, and 
will into the willing Breaſts of the Ra. 
viſh'd beholders, ſhoor Flames as Pure, 
as Holy, and as Deathlefs, as rhoſe Fe 
thers of the Church , who believ'd not 
the Angels altogether Incorporeal, may 
be ſuppos'd to have conceiv'd the Sera- 
phims to conſiſt of, Certainly, ſince ( as 
che Scripture informs us ) /t zever entred 
znto the Heart of Man, what God has re- 
ſerv'd in Heaten for thoſe that love him, 
Thar Glory can be but Imperfealy ex- 
preſs'd by the bare Epicher .of Inconceiy- 
able, wich which God rewards the me- 


ritorious Suffetings and Obedience of rhar 


Onely begotten Son of his Love , for 


whoſe ſake he is pleas'd toconfer on ſo 


many Thouſands of Men, unimaginable 


Dan, 12.3. Glories. He that vouchſafes ev'n to ma- 


ny of his Seryants a Brightneſs like that 
of the Stars, will ſure communicate a 
more radiant Luſtre to the Sun of Regh- 
teouſueſs, that Onely Son of His, whom 
( to borrow inſpir'd Expreſſions) be bath 


' mad- Heir -of all things, by whom a(ſo be 


made the worlds : who being the wt” 
Pe tn Wk Mts ot » 


Seraphick Love, I33 
If-brs Glory, and the expreſs Image of his 
hich Priſon ', and upholding all thin;s by. the 
word of his power, when be had by himſelf, 
we'd our Sts, ſate down os the right 
hand of the Majeity on bigh, far above all =P" 1-21. 
Principality, and Power, aud Might, aud, 
Domtnion, and every Name ihat 1s named, 
wt orely in this: world, but in that which: 
i5t0 come. Thereby exalting him not one- 
ly above all Eartaly Princes and Poten- 
tares:,: bur even ;above the Highelt Or- 
ders of the Spirits of the Coeleitial Hie- 
rarchie. | 
_ Bur apprehend not, Lixdamer , that-Se2. 19; 
this. ſublime Exaltation of - Chrilt will 
make him deſpiſeche meanelſt of his Saints, 
or diſdain Communion with him. For, 
&. Pavl aiſures us; Char he was in- the 
farm of God, when he vouchſaf'd to takePhil. s. 7. 
upon him the form of a Servant, ro make; 
us Free ; and, ſure, he that candelcended: 
ſo Far, and ftoop'd fo Low, to Invite. 
and Bring us to: Heaven, will not refuſe 
vs @ gracious Reception there. In the 
days of his Fleſh-he was pleas'd to own: 
Lazarw, ev'n in the Dithonours: of the 
Grave, and vouchſafd him in thae deſpi-. 
cable Condition the glorious Title of his' 
Friend. And when he deſcended the Moune: 
of Olives, all the loud Acclamations of 

| K 4 . the 
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him, and itrew'd his way with their Palms, 


37-33-41. got divert him from Deploring, ev'n with 
| Tears, Feruſalem's approaching Fate z and 
expreſling jn the midit of his Triumphsa 
Concern, for the very worlt and {tubbornz 

eſt of his Enemies, And, left it ſhould be 
thought, that he was thits concern'd for 
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reQtion, whilſt the Senſe of the ſudden and 


Freſh upon him, and the Remembrance 
of the Apoſtle's Ingraticude in deſerting 


: give thoſe very Diſciples that forſook him, 
he: glorious Title, (and that a more Fa- 

—_— miliar one than we find/him to have' al- 
low'd them' on Earth-Y. of hrs Brethren; 


empty Boaſts , wherewith he nor oncly 
feem'd to defie Death, but Chriſt's Pre- 
dition too, did not onely Forſake his Ma- 
ſter, but Deni'd him. He can in Heaven 
be ſo concern'd for his diltreſſed Members 
here on Earth, that not Þnely he can take 
en 1 ed 
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Lui. 19. their Veſtmenrs, and their Praiſes, could [| 


worthleſs Mortals, onely. whil# he Shar'd 
and Felr the Miſeries of their Condition; 
give me leave. ro oblerve to you, 'L#+ 
damor, that immediately -after his Reſurs 


unexampled Change of his Condition was 
him, almoſt as Recent ; he ſticks not t6' 


Mar. 16.7. and particularly Chews himſclf Sollicitous 
for that Peter, who, in ſpight of all thoſe 
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the glad Mukitude, thar ſang Hoſamies tg [notic 


nice of ' expiring Stephen, thorow that aas 7, 
doud of faral Stones thar barrer'd down his 

Priſon ; and can,when Saw! was perſecuring 

te vulgar: Chriltians, cry: out unto him, 

Saul, Saul, why perſecutest thou Me 2. as if 48. 9. 4 
He, and thofe that Love him, were bur 

One : Bur in the Medſages he ſends ro the In the e- 
Angels or Governours of 'the ſeven Chur- ew apa 
ches, : he ſufficiently manifeſts, Thar ſingle Chapters | 
Chriſtians'may: be as particularly in his * ""< 4- 


; pm as if rhey had no other Objedt : fo 


His Greatneſs will not make his Kindneſs 

lels Familiar, but only more Obliging; He 

diſdains not, ev'n after his Aſcenſion, to 

ſay, Behold," fland at the door and knock, g , 
fey Map bear my voice, and open the door, 1 3 
pill. come tn to him, aud will ſup with bim, and 

be with me,” | That King, 'in the Parable, by 

whom Himlſelf- is repreſented, 1s 9 

himſelf ro welcome each Individual truſty Marh.z 5. 
Servant with-a- peculiar, 'Exge bone Serve 3 

And in another Parable he ſcruples not to 
repreſenrthe prear Condelcenſions and Fa- 
muiaricy, wherewith che Lord (hall cemu- 

nerate the: faithful and' warchful Servants, 

by telling his Diſciples, Bleſſed are thoſe Ser- 1,1, ;,. 
vants, whom:the Lord, when be cometh, ſball 37. 
find ſo watching. Verily, I ſay unto you that 

be ſhall gird himſelf, and will make them to ſit 

down to meat,axd will come forth to ſerve _ 


. ” d pP 
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| Wantonnefs, we may the fels admire his 


Seraphick Love. 
At which Expreſſion, you will the leſs Ad, 
mire, if you Confider,chat beſides that ith 


Parabolical,and probably EY | 
a 


therefore not ro be taken ( as the French 


ſpeak, au pred de la lettre) inattrid fences 


We tind in the Evangelical Story, that our 
Saviour difdain'd nor to converie tamiliarly 
with . Publicans and Sinners, nor even to 
Wath the Feet of: his own Diſciples : And 
fince:he condeſcended to ſuch Faauliarity 
to thoſe frail Mortals, ſo many of whom 
were apt to turn the :Favours of God into 


pn Condeſcenfions to thoſe, the Sin+ 


elneſs of whoſe Condition will keep them! 
from turning his Vouchſatements into any. 


thing, bur Occaſions of Joy and Gratitude, 


Marvel not, Lindamor, as at an Impertinen«' 


» that I appear ſo. Sollicitous. to polleſs 


84k with high Apprehenſions of the ſuper-' 


eminent Dignity and Felicity: of; ur Exal- 
ted Saviour ; and, that in the Loftieſt and 


molt magnificent Expreſſions, the Scripture: 


affords me,I have endeavour'd to make out 
to you, that the bright. Sun of Righteouſneſs 
is now grown uncapable of ſuffering Eclip- 
fes, bur ſhines with unclouded and une- 
qual'd Splendor ; and that we (hall in Hea- 
ven (as the Writer to the Hebrews ſpeaks) 
ſee F-ſus, whowas made a little (orfora _ 

while 
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Ag. | while, B2xxy:7%.) lower than the Angels, for Heb. 3. 9; 
ith te ſuffering of Death, crows'd with G lory and 
and [Honozr.For ic will make Heaven more Hea- 
nc [yenro us, to find Him reigning there, who 
© fhach Suffer'd ſo much for Us;and for whom, 
2ur Jif we &r come thither, we thall have fo 
y much Suffer'd.. For, fince our Love will,as 
the relt of our ſurviving Graces, be Per- 
\ | fected, and grow Complear in Heaven ; the 
ty | ineffable Happineſs of our Dear Redeemer, 
x1 | muſt needs bring an Encreaſe co ours, com. + . 
menſurare to the Ardency of our Love for 
is | himzand weſhall reliſh no Happineſs more 
than That; wluch is therefore Outs, becauſe 

' | He is happy, and. Suppoſes in Him, what'iit 
Confers on Us.Beſides thar,fince the Reg! 
Dignity, wherein (as Mediator) he is ln- 
ſtated, may make us owe our Salvation tb 
his Sentence,as well as to hisMerits ;' Hea- 
yenir ſelf willbe ineſtimablyendcar'd tous, 
by our Injoying it upon his Account. I neell 
not tell you, what a value Lovers arc wont * - 
to ſet upon the leaſt Favours rhat can be he 
Rowed on themby their Miltrefles,and that 
oftentimes a worthleſs Ribband, a Braceler 
of Hair, 'or ſome ſuch Trifle, thar nothing 
can make precious but Her preſenting it, is::. 
hghlier valued by the tranſported Lov T, 
than the richeſt Prefents of Nature, or of 

Fortune, How great a blefing mult it chen 


be, 
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-138 Seraphick Love, 
be, L1zdamor.,to owe Joys,that need not al, 
dearing Circuniſtances|co merit the named; 
-Happineſs;toa Perſon ſo belov'd,that evaſſyr G 
Heaven icſelf will bring more felicity tothe achet 
amorous Soul, as it is a Proof of his Love f,y E 

chan chat it is.a Donative of his Bouny,|;cy. 
As pailionate Brides do incomparably more} F; 
value the VVedding-Rings which their glaijjemn 
- Lovers give them,as Pledges,than as Gold |xcy 
'Tis ſaid of the perſecuted and diſgrac'd A| q, 
AR. 5. 41, Poltles, that they rejozc'd to have been counted yea 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for bis Name. But il of 
they deſervedly Rejoyc'd to be allow'dtof} yy} 
-Sutter for bim.z of how much Joy (hall they] , ne 

-have juſt cauſe; -that are admurred to Reig cell 
' wich him ? His having fupported the Haid-ſ| ;o 
ſhips andthe Toyls(for I muſt not now allſ| ,;o 

them Evils)-to: which our afflicted Condi- $ 
tion of Morralicy is Expos'd, does ſo. much | jq 
Alleviace them, and refreſhus under them, ys, 
Fhatinthis ſence alſoit may betruly ſaid,tha | j, 
If.'s3. 5.,-the ebafifmes of owr peace was upon him, ant | 
by bis burts we are healed. ' But he thar Re- 
hev'd useven by hisCroſs,will ſure doMore || x; 
for us by his Crown, when he ſhall Adm, | 
-and even Inyite, each faithful Servant to no || 4þ 
' Mat. 25.*.lefs a Bleſſing, than to enter into bis Maſter's || 
3. {TFog.. So rink 'a Source of — did 
| Chrid Deſign, to Make himſelf to us in all 
his Capacities and Conditions,that in Hea- 


an 
10 


ven 
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nedracious and conſtant Imployment,to ſhare - 
-Vefar Griefs, or impartto us his Joys; and 
0Udzher Lefſen our Miſeries by his Sutterings, 

w or Encreaſe our Happineſs by bis Feli- 

_ FExped not, Ladamor, that I ſhould So- 5:2, 23. 
lalfjemnly beg your Pardon 'for this ſeeming 
Excurſion, till I come to think ita Digreth- 

"Jon, to inſiſt on the Bleiledneſs of Chiriit in 
Heaver,, treating of the Happineſs which 

thoſe rhat Love. him will. enjoy there. 
Wherefore, not to ſpend time in imploring 

2 ncedleſs Forgivencls, I, ſhall proceed to 

tell you, L:zdamor, that in Heaven we ſhall 

nor only ſee our Elder Brother Chriſt, bur 

obably alſo all our Kindred, Friends, and 
clations,that Living herein his Fear,Died 

in his Favour. For, fince our Saviour tells 

Vf us, that the Children of the Reſurreftion ſhall 1.4. .6, 
It} be iodyyeAcr, equal to,or likesthe Angels; who 36- 

{ yer inthe Viſions of Darrel and St. Fobn, 

"| appear to be acquainted with each other : . 

| Since, in the Parable of the Miſerable Epi-7,1 .. 

| cure, and the Happy Beggar, the Father of 

| the Faithful is repreſented, as knowing, not 

only the Perſon, and preſent Condition,bur 

the paſt Story. of Lazarss : Since the In- 
ſrucorof the Gentiles, confidently expects 
his Converted and Pious Theſſ 


EROS = >@Xj; 


x Theſf, 2. bis Cyown atthat great Day 4\' When the h 
Unng twr..ta widiy to Rizhtevuſneſs, ſhall, ys 


Dan. 2. 


Luk. 1 
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the Scripture forerells,conſera Star-like an 
EInmortal Brightneſs. Since (which 1s chie. 
7 confider4vlc)theKnowledoe of particaly 


&ions, and, con ſequently, Perſons jeets[- 


requiſire to the attainment of that Grex 
End of God, inthe Day of Ju nr, the 
Manifeſtation of his Punttive and Remune. 
r2cive Jultice: Since,I ſay,theſe Arguments, 
befides divers others,are afforded us by the 
Scripture 3 we may ſafely conclude it Pro- 
bable, that we ſhall Know each other, in 4 
Place, where,ſince nothing requifite roHap- 
pineſs can be wanting,we may well ſuppoſe 
(ar leaſt, if we can imagine Here, what we 
ſhall think There) that we ſhall not want ſo 
eat a Satisfaction, as that of being knows- 
mgly Happy, in our Other-ſelves, our 
Friends. Nor is this only Probable, L:nde- 
mor, but *tis not Improbable, rhar thoſe 
Friends that Know us 1n Heaven,ſhall Wel- 

- come us thither. For, fince Chriſt aflures 
us, that the very Angels (-chough they be 
fofar from being Related to our Perſons, 
that they are Foreiners to our very Nature) 
receive Acceſſon of Joy for a relenting Sin- 
5-7: ger, that by Repentance Begins to turn to- 
wards God; you will nor think it Abſurd, 
thar ina' Place, where Charity ſhall = 
only 


Seraphick Love, 14 I 
only continue, (as St. Paul ſpeaks) but grow'*: Cor. 13; 


{perfe&t, our dear Friends thould rejoyce to *: 


keus,not only Begin to Turn towards God, 
bur Come Home to him. Nor is ic unlikely, 
that our tranſported Souls ſhall mutually 
Congraulate each other, their having now 
fully eſcaped the numerous Rocks, and 
Shelves, and 'Quick-ſands, and threatning 
Storms, and no leſs' dangerous Calms, 
through which they are at length arrived ar 
that peaceful Haven, where Innocence and 
Delight (which are here ſo ſeldom march'd) 
are inſeparable Companions, both of each 
other,andeach bleſſed Reſident. With thoſe 
Friends we here Lamented, we ſhall there 


Rejoyce. And-'twill be but need, that the 


Diſcovery of each other's Virtues ſhould 
bring us to a mutual Knowledge of our Per- 
ſons; for otherwiſe,we ſhall be ſo Chanp'd, 
that we ſhould never know our Friends g 
(and ſhould ſcarce know our ſelves, were 
not an eminent Encreaſe of Knowledge & 
Part of that happy Change.) For thoſe De- 
parted Friends, whom, art our laſt Separa- 
tion, we faw Disfigured by all the ghaitly 
Horrors of Dearh,weſhall then ſee aliſting 
about the Majeitick Throne of Chriſt, wit! 
their once vile Bodies ty115figured into the Phil.z.21, 
likeneſs of bis gloriow Fody, mingling their | 
plad Acclamations with the Hallclujahs of 
ET UGH Thrones, 
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Thrones, Principalities, and Powers, ang Gre 
the moſt dignif'd;Bavourites: of the Cele] the 
ial Court. -Lneed nor tell you, Lindanyy Un 
that we ſhall be more juſtly Tranſportedaf the 
this Meeting, than was good: old Facohaf for 
thar of his Son Joſeph, whom having low Elt 
mourn'd for Dead and-Loſt;, he found na © 

.only Alive, but a great Favourite, ready tof Unc 
welcome him toan unknown Court. - For, | tie: 
whereas the Patriarch ſaid to his Son; Nev Cl 
Gen. 46. let me Dye, ſince 1 haveſeenthy face 3; the ſee. | ach 
39. ing of our Friends in Heaven will aflure us, pre 
that we ſhall for ever Live with them there, | du 
The Re-unionof Friends being there as pri-| fit 
vileg'd from Divorce, as that of Soul and mi 
Body, (which ſcarce will be more ftri&t and cat 
ſarisfa&tory.)For,here indeed,if our Friends || the 
do not allay our Love or Aﬀection by un: | Bc 
welcomeActions,or their contagious Suffe: | wi 
rings, we commonly dote on them to a De. | C 
gree, that, as it were, Reduces God to de- || te 
prive us Early ofthem,and Snarch ourIdols, | n 
and his Rivals, from us. Bur there, our,on | hc 
both ſides,compleatedGraces,w4ll not only || wm 
Deſerve, bur Allow a higher: Strain. of Þ| ar 
Friendſhip. The near Contemplation and || tn 
Fruicion of the infinitely cranſcendent Per- | ſt 
fefions of the Creator, keeping all our | bt 
Kindneſs tothe Creatures, not only Subor- || t\ 
dizate To the Love we owe to God, bur | V 
| Grounded 
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; nd Grounded On it;as Excited Needlcs,when 


they ſtick faltelt ro each other , ow their 


1 Unionto their having both been touched by 


the Load-ſtone ; to which,they have there- 
fore Both of them ſtronger Inclinations,than 
Eicher to the Other. . 


- There, probably, we ſhall ſatisfactorily 5:2. 24« 


underſtand thoſe Deep and Obſcure Myſte= 
ties of Religion, which, the profoundeſt 
Clerks that love not to Flatter themſelves, 
acknowledg, they are unable fully ro Com- 
prehend ; | after all che Toyl and In- 
duſtry of their anxious Enquiries,reduc'd to 


fit down with the Apoltle's 6 Bvos, in Ad- Rom. nx, 
miration of that Depth, whoſe Bottom they 33: 


cannot Fathom. There we ſhall Underſtand 
thoſe obſcure paſlazes of ( That Divine 
Book,and uncapable of Flattery) The Scrip-= 
ture, which, notwichſtanding all that Bold 
Criticks, and Leari'd Expolttors,have At- 
rempred ro illuſtrate it, does ſtil] continue, 
in many Places,Obſcure. There,diſcerning 
how exquiſitely the ſeveral Parts of Scrip- 
cure are titted tothe ſeveral Times,Perfons, 
and Occurrences, wherein their all-foreſee- 
ing Author intended moſt touſe them ; we 
ſhall diſcern not only a Reconcilableneſs, 
but a Friend(hip, and perfe&t Harmony,be- 


twixt thoſe Texts, that here ſeem moſt ar 


Variance, and ſhall diſcover not only the 
L Sence 
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Senſe of the Obſcurer pafſages, bur the Re. 
quiſiteneſs of their having been written fo 
Obſcurely.Thatftrange and peculiar,as well 
as otherwiſe Cryptical Method and Style of 
Scripture,whichcfren coits us{o much Study 
co find it Rational, we ithall there diſcover 
ro be Adnurable, and worthy of irs Omni- 
{cient Author. There,l hope, we ſhall have 
clear]y expounded to us. thoſe Ridles of 
Providence, which have, but roo often, 
Tempred ey'nGood-men,toQueſtionGods 
Condudin the Government of the World; 
whillt the Calamuties and Perſecutions of 
Virtue, and Innocence, ſeem Approv'd by 
him, who Accumulates Profperities ontheir 
Criminal Oppoſers. There,we thall be con- 
vinc'd,that all theſe Seeming 1 regularities, 
which the Heathen thought fit ro impure to 
the giddy Vhimſies of a Blind feinale De- 
ity, are not only Conſiſtent with God's Ju- 
ſtice and Goodneſs, but are Productions of 
it, And though ſuch a Belief do here, to 


Intelligent Perſons, ſeem perhaps a greater | 


piece of Self-denial, than to. refrain from 
Wine,or Gold,or Miſtrefles ; yet in Hea- 
ven it will appear as Reaſonable,as here we 
find it Difhiculr, For, as B:Jdad ſpeaks in 
Fob, We are but of yeſterday,and kiow nothing, 
ber auſe ow days upon Earth are but a Shadow. 


And the ſhortneſs of our Tranfitory lives, 


not 
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hot permitting us to Contiuue long enough 
Spectators here, to ſee above a Scene or 
two at moſt of that great Play, Adted by 
Mankind upon the vrage of the Vorld; 'tts 
no wonder, we are apt to harbour ſiniſter 
Thoughts of the Contriver of a Plot, whoſe 
neither Beginning nor End we are acquain- 
red with, VVhich yer is little leſs Injurious, 
than *rwere toCen(ure the lofry Tragoedian 
Seneca, or ſome other matchleſs Artiſt, ha- 
ving peruſed bur a Piece of ſome Tragcedy, 
whereof the Later part never artived ar our 
view. But,when once God's whole Plor (if 
I may ſo ſpeak) and Condu& in the Admi- 
niſtration of the World, ſhall come to be 
Diſclos'd; all thoſe Revolutions and Oc- 
currences of Empires, States, Famulies,and 
Particular Perſons, which Men are here ſo 
prone to Quarrel with, will there appear 
ſo Juſt,{o Requilite,and fo Seaſonable, that 
thoſe very things, which Here tempred us 
to Deny God, thall There engage us to 
Praiſe him; and we ſhall not ſo properly be 
Satisfy'd with his Providence, as Raviih'd, 


But eſpectally,we (hall beTranſported wich 


Wonder ar:d Gratitude, when God ſhall 


vouchfate to diſcover to his particular Ser- 


vants, the Reaſons of his Diſpenſations to= 
wards them,and make our to them nor only 
the Neceſſity and Juſtice, bur ev'n Merci- 

L 2 fulneſs 
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 Seraphick Love, 
fulneſs of thoſe very Afflitions, that were 
molt 1mpured to his Severiry, ( no Stroke 
from God's Paternal Hand.cither lightning 
Sooner, or falling Heavier, or ſtaying Lon- 
ger, than the Occaſion, that Extorted it, 
exacted ) and convince them, that their 
Hopes were never Diſappointed,but to Se- 
cure their Title to Better things than thoſe 
they hoped for ; nor their Interiour Inte- 
reſts prejudic'd, but for the Advantage of 
their Supreme ones. Yes, all that unwelcom 
Darkneſs, that here ſurrounded our pur- 
blind Underttandings, will vaniſh at the 


. dawning of that Bright, and (as St. Peter's 


* Expreiſion may be interpreted ) Erernal 
day ; whercin, the Reſolution of all thoſe 
Dithculties, which here Exercis'd ( and 
perhaps Diſtreſs'd) our Faith,ſhall be gran- 


red us to Reward it. AndI mult profeſs 


to you, Lin amor, (as Unfaihionable as ſuch 
2 Profeflion may ſeem in a Gentleman not 
yer Two and Twenty ) that Ifind the ſtudy 
of thoſe excellent Themes, God's VWord,and 
his Providence,ſo Dithcult,and yer ſoPlea- 
ſing and Inviting, that could Heaven afford 
me no greater Bleſſing than a clear Ac- 
compt of the abſtruſe Myſteries of Divinity 
ard Providence, I ſhould value the havin 

my Uaderſtanding Gratifi'd and Enrich' 

with Truths of ſo Noble and precious a Na- 
ture, 


\ 
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rare, enough ro Court Heaven at the rate 

of renouncing for it all thoſe unmanly Sen- 
ſualities, and trifling Vanities, for which, 
inconſiderate Mortals are wont to forfeir 

the Intereſt their Saviour ſo dearly boughr 

them 1n it. 

Nor ſhall we onely converſe with Saints S:, 25. 
and Angels, bur with that infinitely more 
glorious Deity, thar made chem, whar the 
are, without ar all impovcriihing himlſelt. 

In Heaven,we ſhall enjoy (its Maker) God, 

and ſee Him as he 1s, who ( as the Scripture 

telleth us) ſhall then be all tn all : Com: x joh. ;.2. 
priling all the Goods, we value in the Crea- * —_ 
rures, as Eminently and Fully, as the Sun ©" 
doth the Light char Twinkleth in the 


_ Stars. 


If one, that was none of the leaſt of. the Anaxaze- 
Philoſophers, {crupl'd not to tell the Man'#: 
that ask'd him, VVhart he was born for,that, 
It was to contemplate the Sun ; If our beſt 
Naturaliſts themſelves, though the Dark- 
neſs-that is here caſt upon Things, and the 
Dimneſs of our Intellequal Eyes, ( which 
I remember 4riftotle firly compares tothoſe 
of an Owl at Noon-day ) permit us to dif- 
cern but very little of that Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, which he has ex- 
preſs'd in the Creation; are yet often tranſ- 
ported and raviſh'd —_ a juſt Admirartion 

3 0 
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of the PerfeCtions He has diſplayed in his 
Workmanthip. 1f the wiſe Queen tha 
came ſo tar to viſit Solomor,, was put almoſt 
into an Excatie, by the fight of his (though 
Wile, yet Humane ) Ordering of things; 
x Pet. 1. Andit the Angels thenſelves ( as St, Peer 
1, . informsus) deſire to look tmto the myRerinys 
contrivances of God, 1n order to Man's Re- 
demption: How great a Satisfaction, Ltr- 
. damor,may we jultly conceive it muſt needs 
be, to be admitted to See ſo much of God, 
as Heaven will Diſcover to us ? Eſpecially, 
finceſo much of our furure Happineſs will 
conſit in that” Beatick Viſton , ( as the 
School-men juſtly call it) rhat St. Fohz con- 
1Joh.3.2. cluded, that we jt all be Itke God, becauſe we 
ſhall ſee Him as He is, And our Saviour 
himſelf paraphraſes our Celeſtial felicity 
by this bletled Viſion, where he ſays, Bleſſed 
Mar. 5.8, ae the pure 11 heart, for they ſball ſee God : As 
__ ontheother fide, the Writer to the He- 
brews employs the being Deni'd the ſight of 
that divine OLje&, as a Deſcription of ex- 
treme Vretchedneſs, in that Text, where, 
having exhorted thoſe to whom he writes, 
Heb, x2, tofollow prace and holineſs 5 he adds, as the 
14 Fformidableſt Menace which he could make 
| -ufe of, to Deter them from lighting his Ex- 
hortation, without which, zo Man ſhall ſee 
the Lord, And by this Viſion our Saviour 
ſcems 
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ſeems to deſcribe the happineſs even of 
Angels ; wheres tor biddir 124 thie Scandalizing 
of any of caolc little ones thar believe in 
him, 1c adds, to enforce what he had ſaid, 


Father ty Heaven, Welhallbe fo taken up '*: 
with the Contemplation and Fruition of 
that Glorious Object, (in whole Infinity all 
goods are Included and Dilated) that Ages, 
numberleſs as the Joys That Beartfick 
Vifion abounds with, will ſcarce afford us * 
leifurggfor a Diverſion to any other Plea- 
ſures, than thoſe ir ſelf creates. VVhich are 
ſo Numerous, and ſo Entire, that we ſhall 
there Deſire nothing that we Have not, ex- 
cept more Tongues to {ing more Praiſes to 


him, or ar leatt a Capacity to pay him 


greater Thanks for what we Have, And 
even thoſe Deſires, God's gracious Accep- 
earion will make, in being Conceiv'd, Ac- 
compliſh'd :- for, otherwiſe Heaven's Reſt= 
dents ſcarce know a:1y other Want, than 
that of Need ro Wiih ; The Complear 
Blefledneſs of their Condition, reduci 
them to a happy Uſeleſneſs of Wiſhes, by 
affording them a full Prz-poſleſſion of 
the Objeas of Deſire. There Time, like 
Fire,. having deſtroy'd What ever it could 
prey on, ſhall at lait Dye it ſelf, and ſhall 
Go Out into Eternity. VVhoſe Nature is 
| L 4 ſuch, 


that their -11.geis do always ſee the face of his Mx, 18. 
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ſuch, that though our Joys,after ſome Cen. pleaſl 
turies of Years, may ſecm to have grown ſie J 


Elder, by having been enjoyed fo many 
Ages, yet will they really till continue 
New, not onely upon the ſcores of their 
Welcomeneſs and Freſhneſs , but by 
their perperually Equal (becauſe Infinite ) 
Diſtance from a Period, There, our Feli- 
city ſhall always be the Same, yet ever 
New, Wearineſs arguing ImperfeRion, 
either in the Obje, or the Appetite ; the 
Former of which is Impoſhible _— 
and the Later ſhall ceaſe in Heaven. 
Where our Felicity ſhall be fo great, that 
Variety ( ir ſelf) ſhall not be needed as a 
Part of it. And, if Heaven do admit Varie- 
ty, ir may be ſuppoſed ſuch a one, as ſhall 
conſiſt in a Further Knowledg of the Firſt 
Object ( God, ) not a Forſaking of it ; and 
fuch as ariſcs from the fix'd Beholding of 
rhe changing-necks of Doves, or fuck as 
we may fee in the diverſifi'd Refractions of 
the ſame 'ſparkling Diamond. In God, 
there is (if I may ſo ſpeak) ſuch a various 
Identity, that the Fruition of him Loth Sa- 
tisfies and Creates Deſires : though Thar, 
without Satiety ; and This, without Diſ- 
uiet. ' Other Delights, like the uſual 
loaths we wear, quickly grow Stale, and 
are foon worn out ; whereas Caleſtial 


not 1 


Plea- 


ACh 


wn fthe Jews Garments in the Wilderneſs, of Pcut-29-5 


any 
nue 


Seraphick Love. 
Pleaſures participate the Prerogative of 


not Impairing by being uſed __ But as 
the amorous Needle, once joyn'd unto che 
Load-ſtone, would never, uncompelPd, 
forſake the inchanting Mineral x bur, after 
Ages, cling no leſs clolely co it than art the 
firſt Moment of their Union : So do the 
Saints in Heaven, with the ſame Undi- 
minith'd freſhneſs, ever poſſeſs their 
Joys, as if each moment were the Firſt thar 
they _ them in. And, if their Hap- 
pineſs do not improve by laſtinger Enjoy- 
ment, 'tis perhaps,bur becauſe it was at firſt 
uncapable of Increaſe. Or, if our Pleaſures 
do admit Acceſſion, they ſhall receive ir 
from our Aflurance,rhat we ſhall raſte them 
for Ever, and perpetually repeat ( or ra- 
ther continue) the ſame renew'd Fruitions 
To an Erernity, endear'd by nothing more, 
than by the quier Leiſure ic will afford us, 
undiſtratedly to Employ it, in Celebrat- 
ing of the Author's Praiſes; and In a Con- 
dition, happier in that by it we grow paſt 
Doing, than paſt Suffering, Ill. In Hea- 
ven, (in a word) our inexhauſted Joys will 
be ſo Numberleſs, and fo Immenſe, that 
we ſhall Need ( as well as Have ) Eternity 
it ſelf to raſte them fully. 


, 


g1ve 


But, Lindamor, it was not my Deſign to Set. 26, 
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Seraphick Lgve. 
give you a particular T 


raphy of thix[2pin 
Pog Fla 


Culcſtial Canadr ; but only ina few works 
to let you ſee, that "tis a Land flowing wi 
Artlk aud Honey, And tho 
ledge,;I have given you but 
tions ( and ſometimes rather Poetical than 
Chorographical)of what the Apoſtle it yles, 
Col, 1, 12. The Inheritance of the Satuts in Light : yet 
fince, to: whet our Longings, for Fruitive 
( or Experimental ) Knowledge, it is re- 
ſerv'd among the Prerogartives of being it 
Heaven, to know how happy we thall be, 
when There : And fince,what the Scripture 
hath reveal'd of Paradiſe, ſeems meant ra- 
uicken our Obedience, than $a- 
t uriofity ; I may for thoſe pur- 
poſes, have: perhaps tolerably perform'd 
thar rask (of Heavenly Topography ) by 
the Acknowledgments of my Diſability to 
doit Worthily. I ſhall now onely add this 
ty of our expected Bliſs, thar the 
vaſt Mulcitude of Partners does detra& no- 
from each private Share, nor does 
the Publicknefs Of -it leflen Propriery In 
ir. This Ocearof Felicity being ſo Shoar- 
leſs, and ſo Bottomleſs, that all the Saints 
and Angels cannot exhault it, it being as 
impoſſible for any Aggregate of Finites, to 
comprehend or exhault one Infinite, as 'tis 
for the greatelt number of Mathe 


ugh I acknow. 
dark Delcrip. 


bene 


Seraphick Love. 4 2 
 thx[2pints to amount to, or conſtitute, a Body. 
/orJOur Netghbour-Regions do all Enjoy the 
w4h[benctit of Ligit as well as We; yet we 
ow. enjoy not Leſs, than if they enjoy'd None. 
rip. Jlndeed, there is this difference between the 
thay] Sun of Righteouſneſs, and char of Heaven ; 
les, | that, woereas the Later, by his preſence, 

yet Eclipſes all the Planets, (his Attendants; ) 
ivel the Former , though radiant with a 
re. | much mightier Bon, ok will, by his Pre- 
r in þ ſence, Impartiitro his Saints : according to 
de, that of the Apoſtle then Chriſt, who 1s our Col. 3. 4+ 
re | Life, ſhall appear,then ſhall we alſo appear with 
4- | himin Glory, Sorthat the Elect, in relation 
4+ | tothis Sun, ſhall nor be like Stars, which 
r= | his ſhining Obſcures and makes to diſap- 
dj pear; bur like polith'd Silver,or well-glaz'd 
y | Arms, or thoſe vaſter Balls of burnith'd 
o | Braſs, the rops of Churches are ſomerimes 
s | adorn'd. with, which thine not till they be 
e | ſhin'd upon, and derive their glittering 
- | Brighrneſs, and all the dazling Fire thar 
; | environs and illuſtrates them, from their 
| | being expos'd (unskreen'd) ro.the Sun's re- 
fulgent Beams. - / am my beloved's, and my Cant. 6.3, 
beloved is mine, ſays every Saint (with the 
Spouſe in the Cantreles) to his Redeemer. 
Dave1 ſays of them that pur their truſt in 
God, That he ſhall abundantly ſatrsfie them ofa 
. . 38.6, 
pith the fatneſs of hrs Houſe, and make them 
arink 
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Seraphick Love. 
drink of the River of bis Pleaſures : As if bf ſy 
meant to inſ{inuate, that, As when a multi he 
tude of Perſons drink of the ſame RiverÞp9® 
none of them is able ro Exhauſt ir, and yaſp*©< 
each of them may have the full liberty df pol 
Drinking as much as he Can, or as much gÞ"! 
he Could, though none bur Himſelf ſhould|wd | 
be Allow'd to Drink of it : So, whoſoeve|F!v* 
enjoys God,enjoys him VVholly,or ar leaftþ#*” 
doth enjoy him ſo Entirely, in Relation to *« 
that Man's Capacity, that the Fruition offs. 
wharſoever reſts unenjoy'd of God, is for-|#/ 
bidden by the Immenſity of the ObjeR, and | * 
not the Prz-poſſeſſion of his Rivals. The }'*!9 
Angels, though of a Nature Differing from Co 
ours, and thereby plac'd above the perſonal | i! 

Experience of our ſufferings,and infirmiries, | ©" 
do yet ſo ſympathize with us, that ( as our | PP 
Saviour informs us) they rejoyce at the re- | P© 

entance of a {inner. And,though the Mem- Fr 

ers of the Church-Militant, and thoſe of | ® 
the Triumphant,live as far aſunder,as Hea- | 1c 
venis from Earth, and are not more Diſtant | K! 
as to Place, than Differing as to Condition ; | ® 
vet St. Paul reckons all the Saints to be bur | 
one Family tn Heaven and Earth, If then the | 
diſparity of Refidences,of Qualities,and of | ® 
Conditions,cannot Now hinder the Lovers | ? 
of God from being ſo concern'd in one ano- | * 
ther; how much of endearing Kindneſs may ( 
we 


Seraphick Love, * I55 
$f be ſuppoſe, that they will Enterchange, 
nul;$Vhen-borh their Love ſhall be Perfected, 
iver$od all thoſe other Graces too that are pro- 

d yeſper to Cheriſh & Encreaſe ir. Forzthe fame 

y dÞpoſtle, who, to aflilt us, ro conceive the 

þ &Þrianeſs of the Union both betwixe Chriſt 

oul{and his Saints, aud the Saints among them- 
eveſſlves, tells us, that He is the Head,and they x Cor, 12, 
eaſt ae bis Body, Membe;s tn particalar;teaches 

1.to us to make this Inference, Thar (ro expreſs 

1 offhtisDoGtrine in his own Words) /foxe Mem- y, ,,, .8. 
or. (ter ſuffer, all the Meniters ſuffer with it z aid 

nd [if ove Member be honour d, all the Memters 

he [refoyce wh zt, Yes, L11damor,in that bleſs'd 

2 | Condicion, our Wills being perfe&ly con- 

al | form'd unto our Maker's, no Saint nor Angel 

s, | can enjoy his Love without polſeſſing a pro- 

ir | portionate Degree of Ours, And then{ince 

. | perfect Friend(hip appropriates ro each 

Friend the Crofles and Proſperities of the 

f | ther, (as good Barzrllar could not be high- , $am.r9. 
. | lier obliged by David, than by the King's 37. _ 
> | kindneſs ro his Son) each ſeveral Beatitude 

| in Heaven ſhall ( in ſome ſort concern the 

whole Society, and) be Ours. As Aſtrono- 

mers teach us,that the Earth receives Addi- 

tion of Light by che Sun's Beams beſtow'd 

upon the Stars, and from the Moon refle&- 

ing upon Her. And becauſe our Perſonal 
Capacitics arc too too Narrow, to contain 


All 
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| Seraphick Love, 
All that Joy, we are (by the ſtrange AritÞ ake: 
metick of Friendſhip) in a manner muliÞ- 
pli'd into as many Flappy Perſons, as rhers - 
are Saints and Angels blefs'd ii Heaven,Ou the b 
perfe&t Union to our Common Head, an ough 
mutual Communion with Each other, ap. G 
plying and bringing home every Felicity off? 1 
Thetrs to Us. This Friendly and Reciproct fl | 
Sympathy,reaching us each Glorif'd Saints 
Bletiednets, and Him ours, by a bleſs'd 
Circulation, which makes us Encreaſe, by 
or Reſenting them, thoſe Joys (of others) 
whoſe Encreaſe we Reſent. Blur my 
Thoughts are engaged in ſo good Comp: 
ny, /.1ndamor,that they keep me from conli- 
dering, how faſt the Hours paſs, and have 
almoſt made me forger,that cheTime which 
my Occaſions allow'd me for Scribling to 
you, is ſo fat ſpent, that not now art lalt to 
Reprieve you from the Perſecution of- my 
blunt Pen, were to be almoſt as Injurious 
to my own Aﬀairs, as to yvur Parttence, 
Hereafter yer, [may poſſibly make you ſome (t 
amends for this, with Riper Diſcourſes of 
the Nature and Duties, or (if you will) the 
Properties and Returns of this Love, to | !\ 


which I have hicherto preſented you Some pl 


- add, That, our Love to the Creature is an 


Morives. To ( the latt of ) which I might " 


Earneſt, but ro God'*tis a Title ; the One 
makes 


. Seraphick Love, 


:ich@nakes Us the Obje's, bur the Other makes 
aſide -ObjeX Ours : Thar, ſince there is in 
heplLove fo ſtrange a Magick, as to Transform 
OxJihe Lover into the Objet Lov'd ; we 
2ngJovght ro be excremely caretul of the Dedi- 
{ation of a Paſſion, which, as it is plac'd, 
muſt either Dignifie our Nature, or De- 

ade it : And not to Addreſs to any 
nn (or, which is all one, roany Other) 
--;0 Obje&t, the Higheſt Intenſity of a Love, 
by which cannot Stoop without our Degrada- 
s) (tion. And theſe I might expariate on, and 
17 | Recruit them with many other Motives, 
7 | :ddirional to thoſe I have already inſiſted 
7. | on; but that I may more properly reſerve 
themro theTreariſe ofthe Properties of that 
Love,whoſe Nature ſo partakes Thar of irs 
Objec, thar there can hardly be produc'd 
more powertul Motives to it ghan the Con- 
ditions of ir. Since then (as T freſhly inti- 
mated) I cannot but fear thar your tir d Pa- 
tience, as well as my urgent Occaſions 
(though theſe will recall me to morrow 
Morning to my own Weſtern Hermitage ) 
doth at preſent ſummon me to leave 
you ; and fince I cannot doo ina happier 
place than Heaven,lI (hall ſuſpend my Fare- 
wells, onely to beg you to believe, that ſo 
Noble a Motive of Exalting Friendſhip, as 
the Ambition of rendring Mine a fir _— 
or 


/ of 
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that my Aﬀection, without w—_— it 
ſelt þ 


OO | Sehapbich Lowe. 
for Yours, hath ſo improv'd my Kindne 


Greatneſs, could not Expreſs it 
any Leſs Atrempr, than thus of gairing Ja 
ll 


the Greateſt, and the moſt Deſirable o 


Goods, by elevating (thatNoble Hari: 

er of your Soul) your Love, to Heaven: 
Whole Joys alone are not Inferiour ty 
thoſe which the Being made Inſtrument! 
to Procure them you, would really Create 


in, 
My deareſt Ltndamor , 


Your moſt Faithful, mo 
A ffefttonate, and moii 
Humble Servant , 


Rorzrr BorrLe. 


From Leeſe this 6", 


of Aug. 1648, 
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x Hill this fourth Edi-” 
tion of the fore-go- 
tg Treatiſe was 
upon finiſhing , it 
hapned , that a 
Devout and very 
| oO Tngenious Friend of 

of | the Authors, having preſs d to bave 
oi | the Peruſal of ſome Occaſional Me= 
» | ditations that lay by bem, on ſeveral 
Subjefts, met, among others, with that 
whith follows 5 And finding the Sub- 
jeff to be of Affinity with what 1s ra- 
ther Touch'd than Inſifted on, in the 
65, page of the paſt Treatiſe, Touch- 
ing Men's Inability to Praiſe God 
Worthily , and hauing @ great dal 
of -- Partiality for the Refleftton, would 
needs have it annex'd as it was, to the 
newly finiſhd Edition «: Notwith- 
M flanding 


[160] 

ſtanding the Author's having too juft 
cauſe to urge , That, beſpdes the Im- 
perfeBigus that are made neceſſary by the 
Sublimity of the Theme, ſuch Occaſional 
Papers, eſpecially His, are wont to bave 
peculiar Unaccurateneſſes, as berng deſiguid 
rather to entertain the Writer himſelf, than 
any other Reader, 


YAY Y 


Co 
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: Otcaitina RefleQion upon a 

UFTTSNH 
( Receiv'd in April, x 662.) 


Containing an Account of what paſſed os 
the KING's Coronation-day, ins a 
' little Conntry Town, 


SS Need not >» Pyrocles , 
after what we have 
been reading , tell 
you, that the Writer 
d\F9 of this Letter thinks, 
FSB that both in what he 
has faid of the King, and in what he 
has done to Solemntze His Corona- 
tion > he has behav'd himſelf rarely 
well. For I doubr nor, bur you eaſily 
diſcern by his Way of writing, thar he 
is highly fatisfed with his Perform- 
ances, and expets that jhe ſhall, if 
no | M 32 


not 


7 £63 
not be. Thanked by the King, at leaſt be 
Mention'd in the News-book. - But 
twill, I fear, be requiſire to. cell you, 
that this . honeſt Man is 'not alone of 
his mind ; for being his Landlord's 
Bailif, he is eſteem'd at that rate by 
his Neighbours, and look'd upon as a 
Man very conliderable in his Pariſh; 
and is-perhaps thought to have a right 
to Piry melt of thoſe that do not Ad- 
mire what he has now been doing, 
And yet, You ard I, who pretend not 
co be Courtiers, can, in his Rural Ez- 
comms, and in his ill-contrived way 
of Honouritg his Prince, eaſily diſcover 
ſo much that might have been Mended, 
and ſo much that may be Laugt'd at, 
that, if the King, according ro His 
wonted Graciouſreſs, vouchſafe this 
Action his Smiles , it muſt not be in 
conſideration of the ſuitableneſs of 
the Performances to the Occaſion , 
but, partly as they proceed from a 
Hearty, though ill-expreſs'd, Loyalty 
and Love , and partly, as they afford 
Him a Subje&t of Merriment. And 
not onely the nice Criticks , who 
have ſeen thoſe Magnificent Solem- 
nities, and heard the Eloquent Pa- 

- negyricks, 


ks _ he prin 

neoyricks , wherewith the principal 
Cites and Afemblies in the Navin 
have thought they did bur Part of 


-whar they ſhould ; and not onely 
thoſe Afhduous Courtters , who, by 


the Honour of a nearer' Acceſs have 
Opportunities ( deni'd to others ) of 
diſcovering thoſe Particularities thar 
may beſt give a high Veneration for 
2 Grear Perſon and a Grear Prince, 
to thoſe that are qualifi'd ro diſcern 
and rellith ſuch things ; not onely 
theſe, I ſay, will haye a quite other 
Opinion of the Rural Praiſes, and An- 
tique. Ceremonies that were ſo well 


likd a hundred Miles from London ; 
bur this Country-man himſelf, if he 
- were admitted to the -Coutr, and bred 


2 while there, would in time ſee ſo great 
a diſtance berwixt what he Has done, 
and whar a Perſon better bred Might 
have done, that he could not remember 
without Bluſhes,whar he now looks upon 


with Triumph. 


And now I muſt on this occaſion 
confeſs ro You , Pyracles , that 1 
have ( on other Riſes ) ſeveral times 
been revolving in my Thoughts, what 
the Angels think of thofe Praiſes 

" "—'/ and 


neocons " 
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and Deſcriptions of God that Mey 
deviſe , ( For I intend not here; to 
ſpeak of thoſe the Scripture ſup. 
eſts ) and wherein we are moſt Ap. 
plauded by others, and do often- 
times perchance Applaud our ſelves, 
For thoſe Ceeleſtial Courtiers ( if 
I may ſo call them) have ſeveral 
Advantages to afliſt them in the 
Celebration of our common Maſter, 
which we poor Mortals want. For 


Firſt > They are free from thoſe Self. 


th and Inordinare Afﬀedtions, that 
roo often hinder us, either from Diſ- 
cerning the Excellency of divers of 
God's Attributes and Ways , or 


from duly Acknowledging it. They 


have no Sins to keep them from def- 
crying the Juſtneſs of what he- does ; 
They have no Ingratitude ro oppoſe 
the fuller Reſentments of His Good- 
neſs ; and they are not tempted, not 
to diſcern and adore His Wiſdom, 
for fear they ſhould appear Cul- 
pable for repining at His Diſpenſa- 
tions. And indeed, their Longevity 
allowing them the full Proſpe& from 
end to end, of thoſe -intricate trav(- 

ations of Providence , of which, 
| ſhort- 
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ſhort-liv'd Mortals do commonly ſee but 
a part ; they are queſtionleſs far more 
fatisfi'd with the incomparably better 
Contrivances they diſcern in the Man- 
agement of human Aﬀeairs, than we are 
with the Condu& or Plots of the moſt 
$kiltully written Plays and Romances, 
Beſides, Thoſe happy Spirits, of whom 


the Scripture tells us, that They #ard Luk. x. 
before God , and that they continu= 11h, ig. 


ally fee His face , have by that Pri- 
vilege, the bleſs'd Opportunities of diſ- 
covering in the Deity they Contem- 
plate and Serve, many Excellen- 
cies, which cven They could never but 


. by Experience have fornv'd © any 


thoughts of ; and they ſee in one 
anothers Solemn Adorations and 
Praiſes, a way of Honouring the Ob- 
je&t of them , ſo much tranſcending 
the utmoſt of what VVe here aim ar, 
that their Homages to - their Crea- 
tor may well be ſuppos'd of a far 
Nobler Kind than ours. ' And laſtly , 
Vhen I conſider, how- much lefs un- 
worthy. Thoughts and Expreflions 
rouching Thitgs Divine "the ſame 
Perſon may have, when 'eome' to his 
full Maturity of Age and 'Patts, and: 

| M 4 whullt 
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whilſt he was bur:a Child jn both, 
and when I conſider , - how much 
more Advantagious Conceptions of 
the Wiſdam difplayed in the Uni- 
verſe, and particularly in the Contri. 
vance of a Human Body , one that is 
2 true Philoſopher, and a $kilful A. 
natomiſt, may have, in compariſon of 
a Man ullicerare , and unacquainted 
with Dide&tions : When, I ſay, I 
conſider theſe things, and compare 
the dim Twi-light of Human Intel- 
legs in this Life, with that Clear and 
Radiant Light, whjch the Scripture 
aſcribes ro Angels, I cannot bur think, 
that, having to the Privilege of a 
mych Nearer Acceſs than is allow'd 
Us to contemplate God's Perfedti- 
ons, the Advantage of having incom- 
parably more Illuminated Intelle&s ta 
apprehend them with ,. they muſt 
frame athergueſs Conceptions of the 
Divine Attributes , and glorifie the 


Poſlelſor at an othergueſs Rate, than is | 


allowed ro Thoſe, whoſe Underſtand- 
ings are ſo dim, and whoſe Reſidence js 
ſo remote from that bleſs'd Place, where 
the PerfeRtions they would Extol are 
molt Diſplay'd, 

Pow Aſtiſted 


[167] 
Aſiſted by theſe and the like Ad- 
rantages , Pyrocles , thoſe happy Spi- 
ries may well frame Notions , and 
employ Expreſſons in honour - of 


ome Men ſay much More than others 


rocles ,, to Praiſe God is a 'Debr, 
which , though we ſhould ever be 
Paying , we. muſt always Owe, 
not onely becauſe the renewed Ob- 


| ligations. will -laſt as long as wez 


bur becauſe , though the entire Sum 
were poſſible to be paid, we have 
no Coyn 'of the Value that would 
be requiſite* ro make a Payment of 
that nature. *Tis true indeed ,* that 


upon 


_— 
Re ce 132 


£- == Ne _ ” _ - A—_—- oo w—_ny- hae. apnea a6. > + <= ons - is 
r——rereanCae nie e FCIE EE tC bes Brn EE SF oe” era ICIS 
=D — ED —_— 


ERR 
up6n a Subjet , on which now 
can ſay Enough, and which, even th 


Heb, 10, Spirits of juſt Men made perfef ol 


bur imperfeMly celebrate. Ir 

be roo, that the Praiſes we pay t 
God procure Us ſome from Men, 
and perhaps - even from Orators and 


Encomiaſts ; and though I hope no 


Man can ſo far flary himſelf, as to 
think he can Flatter what he can ne. 
yer do Right to ; yet, the Zealouſneſs 
of our Endeavours , and the Ap- 
planſe that others entertain them 
with, may pernage tempt us to think, 
. that, becauſe in our Expreſſions we 
have Surpaſs'd our Selves, we have 
almoſt Equall'd our Theme : as if to 
make our Praiſes too great for any 
other  Subjet , were ſufficient to 
make them great enough for God, 
Byr alas ,. how widely muſt- we be 
mtrttaken' } fince our Expreſſions, it 
we _ ſence, can at beſt bur fully 
repreſent onr Conceprions , and chok 
being but -rhe 'Notions of a - Finite 
Creature', muſt needs' fall extreme- 
ly ſhotr [of PerfeRtions, which - wee 
not | what rhey are, if they were not 
| Infinite, No , ' when we have em- 
| | ploy'd 
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d th Wi boles 
oy'd rhe loftielt Hyperboles , and 
rotor all the celebrating To- 


picks and . Figures "of | Rhetorick ; 


phe we have dreſs'd Metaphyſical 
Abſtractions in Poetick Raptures ; 
hen we have ranſack'd what ever 
things are moſt Excellent among the: 


Creatures ,- and having ' Defixcated 


them, and Pil'd them up rogether, 
have made that Heap but a Riſe to 
take our ſoaring flight from ; when 
we have ſunim'd up, and left Beneath 
our Expreſſions, all. that we are here 
wont to acknowledge Above them , 
nay , when Inſtructed, as well as In- 
fam'd, and Tranſported' by that 1#- 
accefſible Eight , that is Inhabited 
by what we Adore, we:ſeem Raig'd 
and Elevated: above all that is Mor- 
tal, and aboye . our ſelves, and fay 


things, thax nothing elſe-could either 


Infpire- or Merit ; even then, I fay, 
thoſe Expreſſions, which” any other- 
wile . appli. _would be Hyperboles, 
da! but expreſs our Devotion, not 
the Divine Objedt of it, and declare 
How much .we honour Him, ra- 
ther than. What He-:is. And in- 
deed, none bur the Poflefſor of -an 


Infinite 


rt Tim. 6. 
6, 


- ns 
et fo 
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Infinice Intelle& can be able to ſay, 
what the Pofeiſor of other Infinite 
Perfe&ions deſerves to have ſaid 
Him. And what ever zcalous s$kil 
we Praiſe God with, we do far le 
Honour Him than Injure Him , if 
we think our aſpiringeſt Praiſes can 
arrive ſo far, as, I ſay not to Reach, 
bur ſo much as to Approach their 
Subje&. = 
But let not this inevitable- Impo- 
rence ( Pyrocles) Trouble 5 or Dil- 
courage Us. Thole © blefſed Souls, 
Rey. 14.4. chat follow the Lamb mhitherſoever be 
goes, do (as we are taught inthe A 
calypſe) make it their Buſineſs, and 
find it their Happineſs, to ſpend- a 
grear part of their Eternity in Ex- 
colling Him, by whom they are 
place in a Condition, where they 
can have no Employment, but whar 
is Holy and Noble. And even here 
below, the Praiſing of God is a work, 
wherein we Imitate,' though we - do 
not Equal, the Angels, and are bu- 
fied in the ſame Employment, though 
not with the ſame Skill, Nay, Hea- 
ven it ſelf exempts nor its Reſidents 


from - an Impotence which belongs 
; | to 
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-[to. Creatures , not as they are Imper- 
injte | fe. ones, bur as they are Creatures. 
d of | Even the Members of the Church 
$kjj{ Triumphant. do not Triumph over 
lek | this neceflary Impotence; their Praiſes 
| if] may need Pardon, even in a Place 
where they can Sin no more : And 
ach | they can | expe&t bur from God's 
Goodneſs, the Acceptance of thoſe 
Praiſes, that are Improv'd, as well as 
Po- Occaſion'd, even, by their. being made 
| Partakers of his Glory. Nay , even 


in the Prophet 1ſatah's Exſtatick Fiſton,FEfa. 6. 2- 
the Seraphims themſelves, char are 

0. | iatroduced, as anſwering one ano- 

nd | ther's. glad Acclamations to God, 

a | we likewiſe repreſented, as Coverin 

x. | (our of reſpet) their Faces with 

re | their Wings, But, Pyrocles, as I was 

y laying , this unavoidable Diſabilicy, to 

ir | fay things Worthy of God, need not 

at all trouble us ; ſwce we pay our 


'e 
c | Homages to one, whoſe Goodneſs our 
expreſſions can as little equal, as they 


_ | can his other Attributes. He that Cre- 
| ared us, will nor Impute it to us, 
— | that we a& but as Creatures ; And 
. | fnce he has declard , that where aka 
there is a willing Mind, a Man is ac-;,,* 
cepted 


Welicm. 
9. Fe 


x Cor. 13. 
I. | 
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cepted according to what he has - avi 
Bot according to what "he has mt (for 
The Impotence I have been' ſpeak tur 


ing of, ought to þring us rather ] 
than | Trouble, fince the infinite Dy 
ſtance betwixe us, without leſening 
his favourable Acceptance of ot 
Praiſes , ſuppoſes the boundleſs Per. 
fetions of Him, whom thoſe Praiſe 
(through his Goodneſs ) help to- give 
us an Intereſt in ; And.no Son would 
repine- at His Royal Father's Great 
neſs, how Immenſe ſoever , being 
fure, that Greatneſs would not leflen 


his Kindneſs. For *tis leſs Deſirable 


to be able ro deſcribe the Power and 


Excellencies of him we have an In- 


tereſt in, than to have an Intereſt in one, 
whoſe Power and Goodneſs exceeds 
what ever we can Say or Fancy of 
them. 

' To conclude, Pyrocles, 'ſuce on the 
one ſide: God is moſt truly faid in the 
Scripture t6' be fo Gloriow, that he 1s 
Exalted above all Bleſſing and Praiſe, 
and conſequently, though 7 could (to 
uſe St. Paul's phraſe ) ſpeak with the 
Tongues of Men and Angels, yet the 
higheſt things I could ſay of che Di- 


vIre 


on 


Ge 
Pr 
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- ay{[vine PerfeRtions, mult needs be there- 
not; [fore far Below them, becauſe a Crea- 
ea. Jrure were able to ſay them. And, ſince 
Joon the other fide, ir is of Us Men, that 


D; [God vouchſafes to ſay , whoſe offereth v(.qo. 23. 


ning Praiſe, glorifieth Me 5 and his tran- 
or {cendent Excellency is ſo far from be- 
Per. Jing incorfiltent with a reſembling 
iſe; | Graciouſneſs, that ſuch a Benignity 1s 
vive | One of the moſt conſpicuous parts of 
uld it; I will not forbear to pay my Praiſes 
oat. | unto one , whoſe Deſerving infinitely 
ino | more than I can offer, keeps him not 
ſe; | from Accepting as much leſs than he 
ble Þ deſerves. But then I muſt not Preſume 
ind | to fill my mouth with bis Praiſes, with- 
In- | out Senfibly acknowledging, that there 
ne, | is not any - Subje, whercon my Ex- 
ds | preſſions can more want Eloquence, 
of | than on this Subje& ; even Eloquence 
it ſelf would want Expreſſions, 


